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The PRES",IDENT: The bon. member was
nut in order iii quoting from "flansard" of
the current sts.10fl.

lion. H. Seddon: These were remarks
by the Premier which I read in the Press,
and which I afterwards saw in "Hansard."

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew--Central) [12.6J: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn to Tues-
day, the 6th September.

Question put and passe&L

House adjourned at 12.57 a.m. (Thursday),

tejattfve Boecmblp,
lVednnsday, 17th August, 1927.

Questions: Agricultlm l Soieties, stlslnly
Stdat Shiripimig SIervi'c. extniWo11
MItirs Creek, 3redivai officer_

tdd~res-m-reprly, itii day ..
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417
417
417?

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., aind rend prayers.

QUESTION-AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETITES, SUBSIDY.

M2r. l'E1tIOXO askied the Premier: In
view of the edutiional value to the gen-
eral eowuninuity of agrricultural shows, will
the (Coverntnent take steps to ic-instate
the sti1 sidy to agricultural societies?)

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied: It is regretted
that other and more urreent claims on
(loreinment funds make this impogssile 0t

present.

QUESTION-STATE SHIPPING SER-
VICE, EXTENSION.

21r. ctfl'Elt"Il-:Y asked thie.Premier: 1,
Do the State Shipping Service propose to
extend their monthly trips to WVyndham9
2. If so, when will the extension comn-
lnence?

The AINIST11,1 FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied : 1 and 2, The pro-
viin of mtonthly trips would entail heavy
los., to tire servic tinder present condi-
tions. but tire matter will be reconsidered
as developments warrant.

QUESTION-HALL'S CREEK, MEDI-
CAL OFFICER.

Mr. COYEELEY asked the Minister for
Hlealth: 1, Dloes he intend financially to
aIssist the residents of Hall's Creek for
the aplpointment of a district medical oft-
eer? 2, If' so, to what amount?

'The MAINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, The matter will be favourably con-
sidered if application be mnade in accord-
a nee with the adopted arrangement for
subsidised doctors. 2, Two-thirds of the
difference lbetween income from private
practice anti £1,000 per annum. One third
of such difference would require to tic
ua tan ted by a local committee.

ADDRESS-IIN-REPLY.

Ninth 'Day.

Debate resumted from the previous day.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.36] :I
have bad the pleasure of speaking. on the
Add resx-iin-repily on nunerouts occasion,;.
T[his delbate ts supposed to rcsent an
opportunity for membhers to discuss all
matters that they consider to lie of ina-
parlance to the State.

Mr. Giriffithis: It provides a g(ood safety
Valve.

,Nr. 'fl'OMSON: I hope some niemiberA
will not lie Superstitions of thle fact that
this is the thirteenth Parliament. Plossily%
some do feel that way and look forward to
the next elections with a certain amount
of trepidation. The latest election was re-
mnarkable for the fact that it left the
personnel of Parliament pmractieally un-
changed and, in a sense, no election need
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have taken place. It is trute that the C'on-
stitu tion provides for a'' election every
three %-ears. but the extrao~rdiinary result
of the latest eonteAt was that all thre
members save one who submitted them-
selves for re-eleetion w'eve returned with
a large majority. The Country Party have
reason to feel proud that they, were the
univ section flint increased thei nubes
W~e have now arrived] at the happy posi-
tion of having reached a perfect number,
because Country Pairt)' members now total
seven.

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: And in the thir-
I certh parliament, too.

Mr. THOMSON: T think the House wvill
aglree with me that the new member for'
MAoore (11r. Ferguson) is a decided acquisi-
tion to our strength, and I feel sure that
lie w'ill prove creditable to its generally. In
thre Clovernor 'a Speech one naturally
looked for a promise of a redistribution of
seats Bill. Prior to the expiration of last
Parliament. the Premier informed us that
such a mneasure would be introduced at the
proper tine and in the proper place. T
amr not going to enumerate the various
electorates or0 the number of electors for
each, but T think everyone will agree
that a redistribution of. seats Bill is long
overdue. I amn one of those who feel
that if we had had an equnitable re-
distribution of seats, the results of the
election would have been different. In ad-
dition, the Government would have been in
a. better position to claim that they had a
mandate from the country. I am not going
to quote figures, hut it is quite possible thiat
the action of the Main Roads Board in
putting 600 odd men into various electorates
dlid aiffect the final results of the election.

The Minister for Lands: It could not
have had the slightest influence.

Air. THOMSON: I think it had. In my'
opinion there are at least three districts in
which the action of the Mfain Roads Board
had a very material effect.

The Minister for Lands: Name those dis-
tricts.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not intend to men-
tion them; I am merely stating my views.
The matter has also been dealt with by
other speakers and T do not propose to
enter into details. The fact remains that a
considerable number of men were sent into
various electorates just before the election.
I sincerely regret that such methods should

have beean adopted, and I hope it will prove
to he tire last ote(a~iou on which such
jmethod., will lie resorted to. It is the primi-
viple to which I object. The principle was
wrong, and one cannot but admit that the
present position is unsatisfactory. When

thne Government give consideration to a re-
distibution of seats Bill, I hope they will
not adopt the attitude that, because they
Were returned with a majority, they have a
mandate to bring in redistribution on the
basis of one vote one value. If they do so,
it will mean giving to the metropolitan area
one-half of the representation.

,ir. Sleenian: You do not believe in the
one-vote-one-value principle?

Mr. THOMSON: I do not think the met-
ropolitan area is entitled to half the repre-
sentation in Parliament. The Bill that was
introduced by the previous Government laid
down a basis that to my way of thinking
was sound and equitable in the interests of
the State as a whole. Therefore I hope that
when the Government introduce their redis-
tribution of seats Bill, which they will be
compelled to do, it will be on a more equit-
able basis than that outlined by the member
for Menzies (Mr. Panton) yesterday.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell : The member
for Fremnantle represents only at quarter of
the anmber represented by the member for
Canning.

Mr. Sleemain: Bring in one vote one value
and I shall lie with you.

Mr. THOMSON: The member for Men-
zies told us yesterday that he favoured the
one-vote-one-vailuc principle.

Ilr. Panton: No; T said that that was
wvhat your side favourred.

Mr. THOMSON : Quite so, and by was'
of interjection I asked whether he was
willing that the metropolitan area should
have half of the representation in Parlia-
mitn.

Mr. Panton: Dlid T answer "Yes" to that?
MNr. THOMSOqN: T understood so.
Alr. Panton: T said ndthinz of the sort.
Mr. THOMSON: I regret if I misunder-

stood the hon. member. I hope that when
the flovernment introduce their Bill it will
he on such an equitable basis as to give the
country, fair and reasonable representation.

.%r. Pantoni: You take it for granted that
we are going to introduce a redistribution
of seats Bill.

Mr. THOMTSON: I think public opinion
will compel the Government to do so. No
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one regrets more than I do the present un-
fortunate position of our goldfields areas.
The goldfields electorates are reaching a
very unfortunate position, and even the
Minister for Mines and the member for
Menzies must adi~it it, however reluctantly.
9n1 my return frain the Eastern States re-
cently 1 travellcti over portion of the gold-
lields and 1 confess to a feeling of great
sadness at seeing so many places, where
there -had once been thriving townships,
from which ihe houses had been removed
and where the country was quickly reverting
to its oriial bush condition.

Mr. Slcenan: Do not you think we should
have a more equitable method of electing
another place?

311-. THOMSON : That is a matter of
opinion. I have maintained in this House,
and 1 now maintain, that the present sys-
tem of electing another place is qnite equit-
able and just.

Ilr. Sleemian: We do not agree with you.

11r. 'THOMTSON: Of course the hon.
mnember does not, but I think the public of
Western Australia will agree with mec. At
least in one House the householder, the man
with a stake, should have special representa-
tion. The present qualification is a matter
of paying Gis. 9d. or 7s. per week rent, or
owning a block of land worth £50. Either
of those qualifications entitles a mtan to vote
for the Upper Chamber. Hon. members
opposite, I know, hold with the principle
of one vote, one value.

The Minister for Mines: Who said so?

Mr. THOMSON: The member for Fre-
mantle (M1r. Siceinan) has just been saying
SO.

11r. Sleeiinan: T do not speak for many
members.

Mr. THOM1SON: I am replying to the
honi. member's interjection. Seven shillinr
per week rent is a very low qualification,
-and the property qualification of £50 like-
wise is not too high. For my part I have
maintained here, and I now maintain, that
the present system of electing another place
is just. People with a stake in the country
are entitled to more consideration than those
who might he termed birds of passage. I
am perfectly snre that, as stated by the
member for Av-on (Mr. Grilffiths), there are
thousands of people who have the right to
be on the Legislative Council roll hut do not
bother to enrol. Indeed, the Minister for
Works himnself, prior to the last general

election, said he was not entitled to vote
for the Legislative Council. That was
his own. fault, because the hon. gentle-.
man does own property in this State of
the value of £50. Surely to goodness
lie could have had his name on the
Legislative Council roll in respect of the
house in which he resided.

The Minister for Mines: No, he could
not.

MrIt. THOM1SON: He was a householder.
Mr. Marshall: He was not a householder.

'Nothing, of the sort.
Mr. SPEARER: Order!
Mr. THOMSON2: I was always under the

impression that a niarried man living in
a house was a householder.

Mr. Mtirshall: The Minister for Works
was not a householder.

Mr. THOMfSON: H1 e could have got on
the Legoislative Council roll if he had
wanted to.

The Minister for MAtines: He was dis-
qualified.

31r% T1102'tSON : Any resident in a
house is entitled, if head of the house-
hold, to' exercise the Council franchise.

Mr. Sleeinan: The M'vinister for Works
was not head of the hiouse at that time.

Mr. THOMSON: Then, was his property
in his wife's name?

Mr. Sleenian: No , you are wrong.
Mr. THO'MSONK: If his property was not

in his wife's name and if he was a lhous2-
holder, hie was entitled to vote for the
Upper Chamber. At all events, the Min-
ister for Works does happen to own some
property at Piu~jarra.

Mr. Sleeman: Now lie does.

Mr. THOMNSON : And he did then.
Therefore I still maintain that the hon.
g-entleman wvas entitled to have his name
placed on the Legislative Council roll, and
[lhat if his nam11e was not on it nobody but
himiself was to blame.

Mr. 'Marshall: You would not say that
if he were in the House.

Mr. THOMSON: I never make in the
absence of a man any statement that I
would not -make in his presence. I
have made this statement before, and on
the public platform. However, I shall not
pursue the matter further. I regret that
the Minister for Justice is not in the
Chamber, as I wish to draw attention to
what may be considered the remarkable
partisan spirit exhibited by the Electoral
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Department. In the metropolitan area can-
vassers could be put on to go from house
to house to see that everyone eligible to
vo te was placed on the electoral roll.

Mfember: You do not blame the electoral
officers for that, do you2

Mr. THOZUSO.N: The same thing applied
in the gvold fields areas, and at Geraldtoa,
Bunbury and Albany. I have no objeetiou
whatever to the Electoral Department put-
ting on canvassers to see that the rolls are
full and complete, but why confine the re-
vision to the metropolitan seats, goldields
seats, and the three ports', If it is fair
and just to incur such expenditure in those
places, it is logical to ask that the same
conditions should apply to country dis-
tricts. At Northeam no canvassers were
employed. It gives one cause to wonder
why the Electoral Department put on
canvassers, paid by the Government, to
bring the rolls up to date in certain elec-
torates while other electorates wvere left
alone. It makes one wyonder what reason
actuated the Government in their action.

The Minister for Mines : One of the
reasons was that we did not want to get
everybody in the country on the roll, or weo
might have beaten you1

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot congratulate
the Minister on that interjection, for cer-
tainly no effort was spared to defeat me.
We had the Premier, Mr. Marshall, Mr.
Lutey and Mr. Heron in my district; and
they certainly spared no effort to prevent
my return. I bear those gentlemen no
ill-feeling whatever. They were perfectly
entitled to come to my district and fight
for the party with which they are allied.

Mr. Panton: It was just a change in
personnel since the previous election.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. The Gov-
ernor 'a Speech refers to our friend Mr.
Angwvin, who has gone to London as Agent-
General. I endorse the statement of pre-
vious speakers that that hon. gentlemnt
will do every justice to the State, but I
wvish to take exception to the Govern-
ment's action in curtailing the services of
Sir Hal Colebatch, which were available
to the State for another three years, if
desired. I am not speaking from any per-
sonal aspect whatever. From a public
point of view I contend it is absolutely
undeniable that if we send a man to
rep )-sent this State in the Old Country, a
term of three yeqars is not long enough. It

is not a fair thing to ask a mnan to give Lip

h'iz seat in Parliament and leave this State
anti then, just when he has gained a proper
grip of things in London, to recall hai..

Mr. Panton: The same thing applies to
Mlinisters.

Mr. THOMSON: With Mtinisters it is a
matter of the voice of the people. I do
honestly consider that we should extend
thle tern) of the Agent-aeneral tn at least
five or six years.

The Minister for Lands: Probably that
is reasonable, hut it is not fair to say that
the Government brought Sir Hal Colebutch
back, lie fulfilled his term.

Mr. THOMSON: When the Premnier re-
turned from Great Britain lie stated, to
the best of my recollection, that he was
extremely gratified with the work Sir Hal
Colebatch was doing in the Old Country.
We were led to believe that Sir HEal would
have a renewal of his appointment. I fully
admit that three years is the period fo~r
which at' Agent-General goes Home, and I
want to see that period extended so that
better results may be secured for the
State. The ex-Agent-General had such an
excellent grip of Old Country affairs, par-
ticularly' from the publicity aspect, that I
feel it was an unfortunate mistake to make
the change when it was effected. I -wanit
it to he clearly understood that I am not
casting any reflection whatever on the
ability of the present occupant of the office
of Agent-General. I am sure that gen-
tlemnn will do his duty to the State in
another sphere, for he will come into touch
with numbers of people with whom
probably the ex-Agent-General would not
have been brought into contact. The ex-
Agent-General, very fortunately for West-
ern Australia, had the ear of the British
Press; and I am just afraid that our friend
tile present Agent-General will not have as
good a command of the Press as Sir Hal
Colebatch had. What we want in the Old
Country is mo-e publicity than we are get-
ting- at present. There is such a thing as
knowing the ropes, and an old journaliat
like Sir Hal Colebateb certainly possessed
that knowledge.

The 'Minister for Lands: Then we mustL
always send journalists Home?

Mr. THOMSON: I do not say that. One
suggestion of which I hope the Government
will make a note is this: We pass certain
sums of money each year for expenditure
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incurred in the Agent-General's office, and
therefore I maintain that copies of the
Agent-General's reports should be laid on
the Table here and in another place exactly
in the same way as are the reports of other
departments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If we adopt the
financial. agreement we shall not want an
A&gent-Genera!.

Mr. TflOMKSC4"\; I think we shall. I ap-
peal to the Government to make a note
of liy %uggestion. Every member of Parlia-
ment should be fully Conversant with the
doings of the Agent-General.

The Minister for Mines: I would like to
be, but I do act think be submits a report.

M1r. THOMSON: He should. Sir James
Connolly submitted reports. In fact, the
State is entitled to such reports.

Mr. "Karshall: Sir James Counolly sub-
initted an account here at one time.

'Mr. THOMUSON: And rightly so. I shall
deal with that imattet. Good value was ob-
tained for the account.

The Minister for Lands: The Agent-
General does not make any reports.

Mr. THOMKSON: Sir James Connolly
dlid, and his reports were most valuable.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Let us have that
report hie sent. I will ask for it ta-morow.

The Minister for Lands: What report?
H-on. Sir James M1itchell: Sir James Con-

nolly's report.
The Mfinister for Lands: I know nothing

about it.
Mr. THOMSON: There is such a. report,

and the Leader of the Opposition knows
about it.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: I do not know
about it. I do not remnember it.

LMr. THOMSON: We will leave it at that.
However, there was such a report. I can
produce a COPY Of a report Which was pre-
sented to me 'when in London. That report
was not written for me, because it was a
p~rinted report.

Roil. G. Taylor: To whom was it ad-
dressed?

Mr. THIOM.SON: To the Government here.
The expenditure in connection with the
Agent-General's office is incurred an behalf
of this State, and memnbers of Parliament
are entitled to have the Agent-General's
reports placed before them. I wish to repeat
my statement-I regret that the Premier
is not in his chair-that in my opinion the
present Government made a serious mistake,

a big blunder, when they sold the Agent-
General's house in the Old Country. Wi:
were in the happy position of having what
mighlt be termned an ambassador -representing
Western Australia in London. We had our
own house there, and that Circumstance had
a. Considerable effect. Now, unfortuniately,
wve are in the position of having our Agent-
General living either in a fist or in a hotel.
It carried greater weight in the eyes of the
public -when Western Australia had an
official residence for its Agent General.
After all, the world takes a public. man at
his own official valuation. The mere pro-
vision of an official residence demonstrated
to the British people that we had confidence
in our State and desired our Agent General
to be housed in conditions consonant wvith
the dignity and prestige of his office.

The Minister for Lands: One Agent-Gen-
eral did not desire to have the official resi-
dence.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was tea big.
Hle could not afford to keep it up.

rube Minister for Lands: That is so.
Mx. THOMSON: I wilt deal with that

phase when the Budget is before 'us. We
should not be content with any loss of dig-
nity where the State's interests are con-
cerned. If wve send a man home to repre-
sent us in London, we should provide him
with an allowane sufficient to enable him
to maintain a proper residence. We should
not be parsimonious in that direction,

The Minister for Railways: There is i
difference between parsimony and lavishness.

Mr. THOMSO-N: That is so. I liars beeni
to London and I have a knowledge of the
position. I believe the Government made a
serious blunder wvhen they disposed of the
official residence. No doubt the Premier was%
influenced by the feelings of at least one of
the Agents-General, but gentlemen holding
that office are our ambassadors, and we
should place themn ia a position to enable
them to maintain an official residence with
dignity to themselves and credit to the State.
Another matter referred to in the Governor's
Speech is the approaching visit of Col. L.
C. Amery, the Secretary of State f or the
Dominions. When the British Parliamen-
tary Delegation were here, I was disap-
pointed with the proceedings in this Chaxa-
ber, when we were asked to meet the dele-
gates and discuss migration matters 'with
themn. There "as actually no discussion at
all. I am prepared to admit that the
then Mfinister for Lands, Hfon. W. C.
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Nngwin, made a very full statement on mi-
gration matters and in my enthusiasmi for
that subject I suggested one or two ways
in wihieh migration matters could be im-
proved. In times of stress we could have
additional assistance in defence matters if
we were able to induce British seamen from
the Old Country to engage in the fishing
industry here. I made that suggestion dur-
ing- the course of my remarks. I know we
ore sincere in our desire for a genuine
migration policy, and if there bad been a
round table conference with the delegates
they would have left Western Australia
feeling more optimistic than they did. Hlad
a general discussion taken place, we might
have been able to impress upon the dele-
gates the advantage that would accrue to
residenits of their own electorates if they
were persuaded to give Western Australia
their first consideration. I know the Gov-
ernment of the day put their views before
the delegation, hut when Colonel Amery
visits the State I hope we shall have the
privilege of a round table conference with
him, for I am convinced it wakuld PrOve(
beneficial to Western Australia. Mr. Amery
is one of the great statesmen of the Empire.
fle is ai man of vision, who believes in
migration within the Empire. He looks
upon the transference of Britishers from
the Mother Land to Australia as merely the
removal of those individuals from one part
of the Imperial dominions to another. That
is; the spirit we want to ineuleatej'and there-
fore I hope we shall hafve an olploriLiiitv
to discuss this important question with
hln.

The -Minister for 'Mines; I should like to
have the opportunity to discuss his itinerary
when Colonel Amnery is in Western Ans-
tralia, but we shall not havt that privilege.

Mr. Hferon : Who is nrranl-ing the
itinerary?

The M1inister for 'Mines: Thle Common-
wealth Government, of course. We are be-
ing- ignored again.

31r, THOM1SON: I regret that. If the
position were put before the Commonwealth
Government, no douht we would have an
opportunity to assist in arranging Colonel
Ainery's itinerary.

The Minister for Ivines: We have put
the position before the Federal autho rities.

M.%r. THOMSON: Colonel Amrery is de-
sirous of advancing the interests of the Em-
p~ire, and of the various parts of thle British

donmiions. I think we could advance the
interests of the State if we had an oppor-
%unity of dealing with these matters with
him.

The Minister for Mines: Don't You think
the Western Australian, Government arc in
a better position to ay where Colonel
Amery should go in Western Australia thana
are the officials of the Commonwealth Gov-
ermnent?

Mr. THOMSON: I agree with the Min-
ister entirely. I hope it is not too late now
fr the Government to impress upon the
Federal authorities that we should have the
task of arranging the itinerary. We are all
aware that arrangements were made for the
Duke and Duchess of York, hut they were
altered because public opinion was so
strongly in favour of an alteration. Surely
the Federal Government must have some
ofliers in thle State with whom they could
confer. Are those arrangements being made
in conjunction with the Secretary of the
Premier's 'Department?

The Minister for Mines! No, they are
not.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think we
should ask Colonel Amnery to he our guest
while he is here.

The Minister for Mines: All that we have
been asked is a question concerning the eon.
dition of certain roads over which Colonel
Amiery is to travel. We have been asked
whether the party will he able to proceed
river them.

Hon. G. Taylor: What has Mr. Shapcott
to say about thlis?

The Minister for Mines: He has as much
to do with it, as he had in the arrangement
of the Duke's itinerary or that of ',%f. Bruce
himself.

Mr. THOM.%SON:- Well, I hope this mat-
ter will be arranged properly. Regarding
the financial position we have to congratu-
late ourselves on having recorded a surplus
-according- to the statement issued pub-
licly. There is no doubt we are doing re-
markably well for such a small handful of
people. It is astonishing to think that our
revenue last year amounted to £C9,750,833
and our expenditure to £9O,722,588, leaving
a Surpu s Of £28,24-5. I congratulate the
Government upon the financial result, if it
represents the true state of affairs.

The Minister for Railways: Why put in
that qualificat ion?
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11r. THOMSON: The statement made by
the member fur West Perth (.1r. Davy) last
ight was a very scathing indictment. So

far as 1 can judge, and taking the Premier's
statement, it seems to me that if the Tren-
surv officials have been juggling our finan-
cial returns for years past, it is time a
Roy, al Commission was appointed to inquire
into our flnunces.

Hon. Sir JIames 'Miti-hell: You do not
suggest that that ias been done for years
past?

Air. THOMSON: On that point I will
read a statement published in the "West
Australian" on the 18th July last-

Comumenting on Saturday on. Sir James flit-
che-Il's criticism of Ihe financial position, the
Treasurer (Mre. F9. Collier) said that Sir James
had endeavoured to show that the position was
worse to-day than it wVas when he left office,
and to do so had stated that the surplus had
been created by the simple process of not pay-
ing the interest bill.

I-Ion. Sir James Mitchell: Anyone can
see that; he did not pay the interest.

11r. THOMSON: T am merely readinge
the Premier's own statement. He con-
tinned-

I must take strong exception to that state-
m~eet, and the conclusion which Sir James bas
applied to it. I do not think Sir James has
done credit to himself in attempting to show
that the State is in a worse position to-day
than it was w~hen lie left office, simply becausec,
during the election campaign, he made a fool-
ish prophecy that there would be a deficit of
a quarter of a million pounds at the end of
the financial year. I have not departed from
methods adopted by Sir James Mitchell when
ho was Treasurer, and I have not manufac-
tured a surplus by avoiding the State's obliga-
dions to meet paymnents-

The Minister for Mines: That is true.

Rlon. Sir James Mitchell: It is abso-
lutely not true! You did not pay the in-
terest bill and the Premier has since said
-go himself.

Mr. THOMSON : The statement con-
tinues-

All interest due to stock holders up to the
end of the financial year has been paid.
What is the lposition?

Hom. Sir James Mitchell: Anyone can
see the position from the Public Accounts.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret the Premier is
not here. If he were in his scat we cauild
ask him what he meant by this statement
that he had not departed from previous
methods.

The 'Minister for Railways: He meant
what he said.

Mr. THOMSON: I amn not blaming the
Premier, Sir James Mitchell, or anyone else,
but if the method has been adopted all along
of charging up amounts from loan funds
to revenue, then something is wrong.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How could that
be done?

,%Mr. THOM3SON: The statement was
made by the member for West Perth last
night that hie conid prove that something
like £9100,090 haed been taken into consoli-
dated revenue b 'y means of raising money at
1 per cent, and taking credit in revenue for
anything from 4 per cent, to 51/ per cent.
He said that had been charged up against
the group settlers; at least I assume it was
charged up against thetn because the group
settlements constituted the only Government
activity to get the advantage of the cheap
nmon ey.

The Minmister for Railways: The group
settlers are not paying that money.

Mir. THOMSON. That was the point
raised by the member for West Perth. He
said tha t anything from 5 to 6%4 per cent.
was being charged up for money for which
the State had to pay 1 per cent, and that
the Treasurer had taken credit for that
additional percentage in his revenue returns.
I think I have repeated his statement cor-
rectly.

Hon. Sir James MTitchell: No, you have
not.

M1r. Marshall: You two will be getting
in a tangle, if you continue!

Mr. THOMSON: That was the statement
upon which the member for West Perth chal-
lenged the Government. If that is the sys-
tern adopted with our finances, then it is
time it "'as changed. The surplus has been
announced not by the Premier, but by the
Treasury officials, who after all are the men
responsible and who put up the figures.
Mhile the Treasurer is responsible to this

House, practically the work is the work of
the Treasur y officials. If they have misled
the Treasurer and the State, it is time to
see that we have a change in our Treasury
officials. I urge upon the Government that
the Auditor General's report should be placed
on the Table at the earliest possible moment.
That officer is the only one who will be able
to give the House a true digest of the po-
sition.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot direct
him as to his report.
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Hon. G. Taylor: And *a good job, too.
.1r. THOMSON: But we can ask him,

in view of the position and of the criticism.
One cannot but be impressed by the criti-
cism put up by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, for no one in the House is better able
than he is to dissect the figures placed before
us by the Treasurer. The Leader of the
Opposition occupied the position of Treas-
urer for five years, and so is in a far better
position than anybody else to criticise the
figures submitted to thle House. It is very
easy for a private member in going through
such a maze of figures to be misled, despite
the fact that he has the public accounts to
turn to. So I say the Auditor General's re-
port should be placed on the Table at the
earliest possible moment in order that mem-
hers mar be able to get a proper grip of
the true position. I trust we have turned
the financial corner and are now much
nearer to being able, not only to pay our
way, but to reduce the accumulated deficit,
and above all to reduce taxation and render
lighter the burdens imposed on the people
creating the wealth of the country. The
Premier was in the happy position of being
able to have a balance. of £58,000 from
sinking fund and to have the satisfaction of
the earmarking in antioipation of the £150,
000 to be paid if the financial agreement is
accepted by the States and the Common-
wealth. That £150,000 is certainly going- to
be a saving to the State from the Treasurer's
point of view, but his attitude is a little dif,
ferent from what it was when I suggested
that he should reduce taxation and antici-
pate the amount we are going to receive
fromn the Disabilities Commission. How-
ever, I do not propose to pursue the ques-
tion of the surplus any further just now,
for we shall have the opportunity to discuss
the finances of the State more fully when
the Budget come% before us. We have had
a remarkable experience of Premiers since I
have been in Parliament. I remember when
we had "Gone-at-Million-Jack," who told us,
of course, that the million pounds deficit had
gone into the Pockets of the people. Then
we had our late Treasurer, who was known
-T hope he will not take offence at this-
as "Moo Cow Mitchell I"

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is a very
good name, and T am much obliged to the
people who gave it to me.

Mr. THOMSON: I think we should cer-
tainly dub the present Premier "Collier the
Lucky."

11r. Panton: Why not "Collier the
Ucalius''?

iMr. THOMSON: No, I could not call
him that, because he would not be entitled
to it.

31r. Panton: lie is not entitled to the
other one, either.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes he is; there
can be no doubt about that. No Treasurer
since Responsible Government in Western
Australia has been so fortunate as the pre-
sent Treasurer in respect of the treatment
reaived from the Federal Government. He
has come in on the flood tide. For years
we had successive deficits, and by the vigor-
ous laud development policy inaugurated by
this side of the House, with the aid of the
present Government-of course, we all say
that; by the vigorous development policy that
has been in existence and by the beneficence
of divine Providence in furnishing bounti-
ful harvests, we have produced over 30,000,-
000 bushels of wheat.

Mr. Sleeman: Are we not to get ally
credit for good seasons?

Mr. THOMSON: If the Premier can
rightfully take credit for the seasons, I sa5
may he continue Premier of the State for all
time, because then we shall always have good
seasons, since we shall have at the head
of the State the man who can give them to
us. But nobody on either side of the House
is responsible for the good seasons. As for
saying that Mr. Collier is a genius, I ask
what ,my friends opposite would have said
if we had had a repetition of the 1914 sea-
son? They then would have said, "How
unfortunate that we should have come in on
a bad season." But because they have had
good seasons, which have been reflected in
the amount of money paid in every direction
and in the revenue of the railways-I shall
come to that presently-

Mr. Panton: What has been wrong with
the seasons since 19179

Mr. THOMSON: I am prepared to give
the Government every credit to which they
are entitled.

Mr. Slecinan: Remember bow the Labour
Partyv were blamed for the drought of .1914.

Mr. THOMSON: I give the Government
credit for nll they are entitled to, but oute
hesitates to say too much in their favour.

The Minister for Lands: You wvere always
cautions.

Mr. THOMSON: I have good occasion to
be. If one is considered to be a carpiln
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critic, he is regarded as no good and up
against the Government. But if one wish-is
to be fair and give the Government all the
credit they deserve, one learns at the next
general election what the Leader of the
Country Party or someone else has said.
For instance, at the last general election
p~amphlets were scat out because one dele-
gte at our previous conference stated

that in his opinion the Western Australian
Labour Government were the best Labour
Government the State had ever had. That
'was broadcast, and it led people to infer that
it was the coacensus of opinion of our peo-
ple. So one is naturally diffident in refer-
ring to the good qualities of the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: That delegate's
opinion was an honest one.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course it was, but it
was not the opinion of the conference. That
gentleman was quite entitled to his opinion,
but the trouble was that our friends seized
it as a reason why people in the country
should vote for the Government.

The Minister for Lands: I believe that
delegate of yours did vote for the Govern-
ment.

Mr. THOMSON: He may have done so.
In my opinion the present Treasurer can
well be dubbed "Collier the Lucky," because
no Premier of this State since the early days
of John Forrest has ever been so fortunate
as Mr. Collier. We hope that these good
seasons will continue, and that in conse-
quence the satisfactory prices prevailing for
our wheat and wool will be maintained. The
Treasurer has seized every opportunity to
assail the Federal Government. Yet never
before have we had a Federal Government
so sympathetic with Western Austraila.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Charlton
wvould have done far more for us.

Mr. THOMSO N That is a matter of
opinion.

The Minister for Lands: His programme
was to pay us £C450,000 per annum for 25
years-and he is a man who keeps his
promise.

Mr-. THOMSON: But it would have been
for the Federal Government to decide.
When the Minister for Lands was sitting on
these very cross benches he was at liberty
to get up and speak with the utmost free-
dom as to what he thought should be done;

butl to-day, with the responsibilities of office
upon him, he is not uearly so free to say
what he thinks. There we have the sitna-

[IS]

tion also of Mr. Charlton, who is not in a
position to do what the Bruce Government
have done. It was the present Federal Gov-
ernment that brought into being the Dis-
abilities Commission that secured £565,942
for this State.

The Minister for Mines: And the Federal
Government refused to give it to us.

Mr. THOMSON: But you have had it.
The Minister fox Mines: For one year!
Mr. THOMSON: You had that money

on your last year's Estimates, and £200,000
of it has gone to reduce your taxation, while
the Minister for Mines has in his control,
pending the decision of the Governmbnt,
£165,000 to be spent for the benefit of the
mining- industry, provided it gives some re-
turn. All this has come from the Federal
Government.

The Minister for Lands; Mr. Charlton
would have given it to us for 25 years.

Mr. THOMSON: On that point the Min-
ister is more optimistic than I am. Those
were not the arguments used in this House
last session. However, I will reserve my
comments on the financial proposals until a
later date. The State Government have had
£-505,924 from the Federal Government by
way of twoe years of the disabilities grant;

£C796,000 to write down losses on the returned
soldiers and £386,000 from the Federal Aid
Roads Grant. I doubt very much whether
Mr. Charlton would have done what the
present Federal Government have done, or
would have adopted the policy of that Goy-
eranment in contributing to Western Aus-
tralia on a population and area basis. The
great bulk of the votes relied upon by
Mr. Charlton's p~arty come from the cities,
and we know the keen opposition that was
shown by the cities to those proposals, par-
ticularly that of the Federal Aid Roads
Grant. I doubt very much whether the party
my friend represents would have givcn
Western Australia as good treatment as we
have received from the Bruce Government.
However, I want to draw attention to the
fact that we have bad in those three items
£1,747,924. That has helped to lighten the
burden and put the Premier in the happy
position of producing his surplus.

The Minister for Railways: That is for
the good of the State.

Mr. THOMSON: I quite agree. I am
glad we have a Federal Government in
power wvho recognise our rights. This Par-
liament will be able to tell the Premier
maui- ways in which he can spend his
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surplus of £28,000. 1 could use it in my
own district., and no doubt other members
could do the samne in their districts.

Mr. Kenneally: And you condemned the
officers for the part they played.

Mr. THOMSON : The hon. member is
trying to put into my mouth something I
did not say.

Mr. Kenneally: 'Will you not stand uip to
what you say?

Mr. THOMSON: I am always preparedl
to do that. What I said was, -"If the state-
ment that was wade by the member for
WVest Perth is correct"-

Mr. Kenneally: Ahi, is that it?

Mr. THOMSON: "These officers should
be indicted for putting a false financial
statement before the Treasurer and before
the people." We ought to appoint a Corn-
mission, but we can only do that when we
have the Auditor General's report before
uts. Strictly speaking, we should hav. ft
public works and accounts committee. I
bave advocated that for years, and can nat
understand why Parliament has not adopted
the principle. It is in existence in Federal
circles, end in practically every other
State. The Public Works Committee has
saved the Commonwealth many hundreds
of thousands of p)ound,;, If we had such a
committee here, composed of members of
Parliament, we should be in a happier posi-
tion in regard to many of our financial
proposals. Members of Parliament hare
been furnished with a tinancial statement.
Some say there is a surplus and others say
there has been deliberate misrepresentation,
and that the statement of the Premier is
not correct. A public accounts committee
would be in a position to bring the Auditor
General before it, and upon his evidence
to place the facts before the IHouse. I ask
any member who is removed from political
bias. whether he can give a fair ipinion re-
garding the financial position. Very few
could do so. Naturally members sitting be-
hind the Government will back. them up.

The Minister for Lands: Members whvo
went out on the last election and claimed
that the Government had not reduced
taxation were not competent to give an
uinbiassed opinion. They did not tell the
truth.

Mr. THOMSON; What we want is au
accounts committee made up of all Politi-
cal sections.

Mr. Griffiths: It has worked very well
in South Africa.

Mr. THOMSON: There is grave doubt
as to the financial position. Such a com-
maittee would be able to call the officers be-
fore it, and be able to place the facts
before members. If I go to the Treasury
or the Auditor Gieneral, how much informia-
tion shall I get? One cannot expect the
officers to give it.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will give you any
information you should have.

Mir. THOMSON: The hon. member is an
old Parliamentarian and knows the posi-
tion.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 have never been re-
fused legitimate information.

Mir. THOMSON: They will give him the
information he asks for, and that is all.
He would he none the wiser for it. I ann
very keen upon the appointment of a
public works and accounts committee.
Much good] could he accomplishea by it.
The illustration I have given would sb.9)w
how far we would get at the facts. T re-
gret that there is such at divergence of
opinion in the House as to the present
financial position. The Treasurer states
that it is correct, and the ca-Treasurer and
others say it is not correct.

The Minister for Lands : The ex-
Treasurer could not get within a quarter
of a million pounds of his Estimates.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not a fair in-
terjection.

The Minister for Lands : He was no
judge of Estimates.

Mr. THOMSON ; The position is not
parallel. I wish to do justice to the
Leader of the Opposition. He was not in
the happy position of the present Govern-
ment in the matter of financial aid, which
in three items alone amounts to £1,700,000.
On top of that there hax been a reduction
in interest.

The Minister for Lands: I1 am not refer-
ring to interest, but to the fact that lie did
not get to within a quarter of a million of
his Estimates.

Mr. Sampson ; The surplus has been
vigorously criticised, and the House awaits
an explanation.

The Minister for Mines: No explanation
will satisfy you. No one would expect it.
You open your mouth and say the same
thing over and over again.
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Mr. THOMSON: We arc spending large
stuns of money on railways, water supplies
and roads. If we bad a public accounts
committee it would provide a good safety
valve and a safeguard for the Government.
'No big public work is approved by the
Commonwealth Government unless it has
been investigated by the Public Works
Committee. Such a committee would have
saved this State many hundreds of thou-
sands; of pounds. I do not propose to deal
now wvith the financial agreement. That
will be dealt with fully by the House when
the Premier submits the proposal. I adhere
to the statement I made to the House dur-
ing the last Parliament. I regret that the
IPremniers, when they were discussing the
financial agreement, put up no alternative;
in fact, they hardly discussed the matter
at all. When the Commonwealth Govern-
iuent s9aid, "You will not tell uts what you
ivant," the whole thing was abolished.
hater on another proposal was put up to
the Premiers. If the smaller States had
combined together and put up a counter
proposal, when they were first asked to
dliscuss the matter, who knows hut we
umight have had better conditions than are
now offered. I do not knowv what is in
the present agreement. We have had only
the statements that have appeared in the
Press, and are told it is not wise to take
any notice of such things. I will reserve
any criticismn I may have until the agree-
ineat is placed before us. .Judgiug- from
the statements that have been published,
Western Australia is greatly advantaged
'by what it has been given. The Speech
refers to our production records, to a
record harvest of 30,041,000 bnshels, to the
Fact that a greater acreage tinder wheat
is anticipated, to the record advance in the
number of sheep from 6,861,000 to 7,436,312,
to the bountiful rainfalls in the pastoral
areas, and to the increases that has
taken place generally. That is very
satisfactory to the State. The Govern-
ment have been fortunate in the good
seasons they have experienced. Long-
may they continue. Our wool and oar
wheat arc time staple industries of
Western Australia, and the foundation of
our financial position. For the first time
since the 'war the fruitgrowers have had an
adequate return for their labours. I trust
the legislation the Government propose to
introduco will not impose farther burdens

up on our primary industries. Even now
an attempt has been made to increase the
blurdens suffered by the people on the land.
I hope the Government will seriously con-
sitler an amendment to the Land Tax and
Income Tax Assessment Act, relating to sach
industries that cannot pass on taxation. The
Government should remove the present anonm-
alies, ad allow a deduction from land tax
and income tax in the ease of laud that is in
full use for primary production. The Mini-
ister for Lands said that the statements
that were made to the effect that the Gov-
ernment had increased taxation were not
correct. It is rather difficult to understatid
that remark. Prior to tile amendment of
the Land Tax and Income Tax Assessment
Act, and the imposition of the additional
land tax, those engaged in primary produc-
tion had to pay only one tax.

The Minister for Lands: It was an income
tax after all.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government say
these taxes are small. There is such a thing
as the last straw. It is only a fiddling thin,
but according to tradition it was the last
straw that broke the camiel's back,

The Minister for Lands: Look at the r-e-
duction. in income tax.

Mr. THOMSON: Who made that reduc-
tion possible V Was it the administrative
ability of the Government, or 'was it because
the Federal authorities made us a grant for
our disabilities?

The Minister for Lands: That is not the
point.

Mr. THOMSON: The Treasurer ear-
marked from that amount £C200,000, whereby'
he could reduce our income tax by ULA per
cent.

Mr. Lutey: What would you have done V
Mr. THOMSON: I have indicated that.

I agree that the reduction was necessary.
Every other branch of industry irk the State
benefited by it.

The Minister for Lands: Not the worker.

Mr. THOMSON: He had the benefit of
it. Every person who paid income tax to
the State Government benefited by it. Every
section of the communnity participated in the
benefit.

Mr. Lutey: The farmers included.

Mr. THOMESON: I have said so, but the
farmeris were the only people who were ear-
marked to pay an increase. I am dealing0
with income tax, not Customs duties. Every-
one derived a benefit by the reduction of

427
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the supertax, but it was the Legislative
Council that compelled the Government to
abolish it. If members opposite care to read
"Hansard" they will find that is so.

The Minister for Lands: We agreed to
that.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course, at the sugges-
tion of the Legislation Council the Premier
acquiesced in the proposal made by the
other Chamber. That House said to the
Premier, "We wil pass your land tax pro-
vided you agree to abolish the supertax,"
and] the Premier agreed to do so in two
moieties. The Government are now claiming
credit for something that they were coin-
pelted to do.

The Minister for Lands: The Upper House
increased the land tax.

Mr. THOMSON: No; how can the Upper
House increase taxation3 They are not
permitted to do so. All the taxpayers par-
ticipated in the reduction of the income tax
by 33 per cent. and it remained for the
present Glovernment to impose class legisla-
tion on the p~rilnary producers by compelling
them to pay double tax. Merchants and
others pay only income tax and that was
reduced by 33J per cent. Those who were
making their living from the land prior to
the introduction of the amending Act by the
present Government were permitted to de-
duct their land tax from their income tax.
The present Government, however, compels
those who get their living from the land to
pay not only income tax but land tax as
well. Tt is also a recognised principle in
connection with income taxation that there
shall be an exemption. The present Gov-
ernment -wiped out the exemption of £250
and now they make people pay right up to
the hilt.

The Minister for Railw-ays:. Have you any
land?

Mr_ THOMSOW'\T Yes.
The Minister for Railways: And do you

pay more taxation?
'Mr. THOMSOIN: Ye;, I pay more. I

want to bring under the Minister's notice
this viewpoint: I might say that I quoted
it very extensively during the elections. If
a man invests £5,000 in city property or
in a business, he is taxed upon the income
he derives from that business.

Mr. Lutey: fl oes he not pay land tax?
'Mr. THOMSON: If he does, he is able

to pass it on, whereas the man making a
living from the land cannot pass it on.

As 1 was saying, if a man invests
his money in a business he pays only
one tax on the income he derives from
the money he has invested. If he invests
his £5,000 in land and he makes his livin~g
from that land, the present Gjovernent,
which reduces taxation, compels him to pay
income tax on the income he derives fromt
the capital be invests, and also makes him
pay land tax.

The Minister for Lands: All workers are
taxed on the blocks they own.

Mr. THOM1SON: Of course they are.
They pay the magnificent sum of half a
crown. I hope the Minister will be able to
persuade Cabinet to submit an amendment
to the Act. I maintain that we are entitled
to have the original section reinstated. I
assuire the Mlinister that if ever we are in
the p)osition of administering the affairs of
the State, that w~ill be one of the first of
our acts-the amendment of the taxation
legislation so that the farmer shall pay
only one tax.

11r. Lutey: Consumers in the city pay.
Mr. THOMSON: I would advise my

friend to look into matters a little more
fully before lie makes a statement of that
description. When the measure was intro-
duceed hy the Premier he stated that the
metropolitan area would pay more than
half, That ha8 not been homne nnt by re-
sults. Hle also said that he was going to
give it back to the people in the country by
way of reduction of railway freights. The
Government did reduce freights by about
£40,000 hut the reduction was made
on freights that dlid not benefit the people
who are paying land tax in the country.

The Minister for Railways: The reduc-
tion did not benefit the railways.

Mri. THOMSON: The reductions were
miade on a elass of goods in respect of the
carriage of which the railways had competi-
tion, and it was a class of goods front which
the producers did not earn any income.

The Minister for Lands: Then suppose
we reimpose the freights?

Mr. THOMSON: It is all very well to
make that statement. I am hoping that the
Government will see their way to reduce
freights and not to reimpose or increase
them. We find that in the Taxation De-
partment's retuins for 1922Q-the latest
available-the metropolitan area contri-
buted 43.74 per cent. and the country 56.26
Per cent. That shows that even before the
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Act was passed, the country districts were
paying more than the metropolitan area.
OIn the revaluations that are taking place,
and they are by no means completed, we
find that the valuations in the country areas
bare been increased by 81.02 per cent.

Mr. Lutey: Of course you are pleased.
3.lr. THOMSON: Naturally. The valua-

tion of the metropolitan area is set down
at 51.701 per cent. increase. That
proves conclusively that the Premier
unintentionallyv or otherwise misinformed
the House. As a matter of fact, the
statements made by members on the cross-
benches when they fought the introduction
of the measure, have since been borne
out by the fact that wvith the increased
valuations in the country, the greater part
of the tax will be borne by those resident
in the country.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: This Government
was not responsible for that increased tax.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course it was the
present Government. If the bon. member
turns up the division list he will find that
members opposite voted solidly.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: No.
Mr. THOMSON: Yes, the present Gov-

ernment increased the tax and not only did
they do that, but they did away with privi-
leges that had been enjoyed. At an early
date we propose to place before the Premier
a number of suggested amendments which
we think it desirable, in the interests of the
primary producer, should be made to the
Act. I hope those amendments will receive
favourable consideration. I trust also that
the Goverinent will give serious considera-
tion to our request that the individual who
is making his living wholly from the soil
should pay one tax only. I repeat that the
present tax is unjust and unfair. Dealing
with land settlement, I wish to say that if the
pendulum had swung as we hoped it would,
we would have endeavoured to put into
effect the policy that we have advocated.
I am proud of the fact that the policy
which was practically laid down by the Pri-
mary Producers' Association some years ago
is to-day actually the law of the land. That
applies to land settlement and even to
groups, but not to the management of the
groups. Had we been in a position to ad-
minister the affairs of the State wre would
have endeavoured to give effect to some of
those principles. I commend to the earnest
consideration of the Government, who will

control the destinies of the $,tate during the
next three years, some of the planks that
we would have put into force had we been in
a position to administer the affairs of the
state.

Until an equitable and systematic basis of
land valuation, on the lines laid down in the
Land Valuation Act of New Zealand, has been
determined by Parliament, we are opposed to
all further taxation of land. We are opposed
to any increase in taxation until satisfied that
every effort has been made in the direction of
economical administration and the reinstate-
ment of exemptions and rebate of tax on land
used for agricultural purposes, which were re-
mioved by the Collier Government in 1924.
Agricultural Bank advances should be made
for the development of light lands. The ex-
emuption of all agricultural lands from taxa-
tion for five years from the date of selection.
The co-ordination of the Agricultural Bank
aid Lands Department in regard to settle-
ment of nkew areas in, order to assess the
anmount of advance to be made.

Let me explain our views on the last-men-
tioned clause. While the Department of
Agriculture, the Lands Department and the
Agricultural Bank are apparently working
in co-ordination they seem to he as far apart
as the poles in actual practice. It is the
(duty of the Lands Department to find land
for settlement, surrvey it, and classify it.
When the land is thrown open for selection
we broadcast to the world the fact that we
are prepared to give assistance to settlers by
means of advances from the Agricultural
Bank. That is not so. I regret that the
menber for Yilgarn is not in his seat, be-
cause he could bear out the statement I am
about to make. A deputation that waited
on several members requested that steps
should be taken to provide financial assist-
ance for men who bad gone on the land.
In portion of the Yilgarn electorate which
is Just on the border of my district, 14 men
have taken up land and are actually on
their holdings. They have spent over £3,000
of their own money on the work of erecting
homes, clearing and bringing their land
under cultivation. According to the con-
ditions binding the trustees of the Agricul-
tural Bank, those settlers cannot get ad-
vances. The bank trustees reply to their re-
quests, "We are sorry for you, but you went
out there of your own free will and accord.
We told you we could not grant you any
advances and so you cannot get any." The
Country Party believe that if the Govern-
ment throw open the land for selection, the
Government should back their opinion. They
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should do exactl , as they did in the Esper-
once district. You, Mr. Speaker, know what
was done there, and probably you were
partly responsible for it, as you re-
present that portion of the State.
The Agricultural Bank was indemnified
for the amounts advanced to settlers
for opening uip end developing all
the Esperanee area. That was a very wise
policy for the Government to adopt, be-
cause since then we have constructed a rail-
way through that area which we are told,
is going to be one of the big wheat pro-
vinces of the State. It is grossly unfair that
men who have had the pluck to go out a few
miles further than other settlers in the hope
that railways would ultimately be provided
should have to hear the cost of proving the
suitability of their districts for wheat grow-
ing-. If the Government are not prepared
to indemnify the Agricultural Bank for such
advances, they should say to the hank trus-
tees, "We have thrown open this area o
laud for selection and are prepared to hand
over to you, subject to your administration,
a certain sum of money to assist settlers in
those parts, even though they be located
more than 12 2 miles from a railway."1 That
would be a sound policy, and I hope the
Government will give the proposal reason-
able consideration. There are one or two other
clauses th:it are well worthy of consideration
hn. the Government. Our wheat, wool and
other primary products arc the foundation
on which the prosperity of the State rests.
We have large areas of land open for de-
velopmnent, and they are attracting people
fromn other parts of the Commonwealth and
even from abroad because we are able to
offer those areas at a reasonable price. For
agricultural and pastoral development, we
.stand for a policy of contract as opposed
to day labour. We favour the at-quisition
by the Government of the M3idland Triway
and lands on an equitable basks 'with a view
to extending to Midland settlers the opera-
tions of the Agricultural Bank and other
advantages enjoyed by settlers on Crown
lands in those areas. Another plank in our
policy reads-

The effective decentralisation of the Agri-
eultural flank and Ihe amendment of the Act
to enable the Act to perform the functions of
tte Industries Assistance Board.

That, in effeet, is in operation to-day. We
altso believe iii the encouragemient of prro-
fitable production. That is. most important.

If we are going to encourage people to settle
on the land it should be the function of the
Government to saty that they will offer them
profitable means of livelihood. We know the
unfortunate position of the men who have
engaged in the dried fruit industry. When
we advised those men to undertake the grow-
ing of fruit for drying, we thought it would
he a wonderful thing. The Government
,when encouraging people to settle on the
land and engage in a particular branch of
production, should be in a position at least
to warn them that if they pursue a certain
course, it may not prove profitable.

Hon. G. Taylor: On the price of dried
fruit five years ago, it was a good thing.

Mr. THOMSON: If those in authority
five years ago had considered the world's
production of dried fruit and the fact that
we wero proposing to grant laud for the
planting of vines, hiundreds of acres would
never have been planted.

The Minister for Lands: It was specu-
lators who cut up the land for vine-grow-
ing, not the Government.

Mr. THOMSON: But land was pro-
vided to enable soldier settlers to engage
in the dried fruit industry. The Minister's
remark might apply to some parts Of the
State, but it does niot apply to all. We are
aware of the experience of the 3astern
States as regards the dried fruit industry.

31r. Maley: You spoke of the purchase
of the Midland railway on an equitable basis.
'What would you say was an equitable basis?

Mr. THOM1SON: I must ask the hon.
member to give notice of at question of that
description.

Mr. M1afIcy: That is thme cry you always put
up.

Mr. THOMSON: What cry has the hon.
mnember put up since he has been in Parliat-
ment in furtherance of the proposal?

Mr. 'Maley: I have done as much as you
have.

Mr. THOMSON: We are putting forward
a p)olicy that we believe will get us some-
where. There must be some basis on which
to start negotiations. If the Midland rail-
way is to he resumed, it must be on a basis
equitable to the State.

Mr. 'Maley: But what is an equitable
basis I

Mr. THO'MSON: An equitable basis, of
course.

Mr. Maley: You are niot getting any fur-
ther than we were four years ago.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMSON: It is absurd to press mue

to say what would be an equitable basis.
I have not the balance sheet before me, and
I have not gone into figures. If I had done
so, I should be only too pleased to deal
fully with the question. Still I doubt
whether it would come wit-bin the purview
even of a speech on the Address-in-reply to
go fully into the question of what would be
an equitable basis for the purchase of the
Midland railway.

The Minister for Railways; That is the
trouble; they want to make the balance sheet
the determining factor instead of the assets.

Mr. THOMSON: It is necessary to adopt
some basis for negotiations. I regret that
the Midland line was not purchased when
the Daglish Government had the opportunity
to buy it. That was a lost opportunity.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier nf
the day did not have the opportunity to buy
it.

Mr. THOMSON: I understand that lip,
had. As one wvho resides on the Great South..
em line I can testify to the wonderful pro-
gress made when that railway was pur-
chased by the Government and the settlers
along it were brought under the same con-
ditions as those enjoyed by settlers in other
parts of the State. That is what we desire
to be done ins the Midland districts. If we
can assist the representatives of the Midland
districts-we have proved our willingness to
do so whenever the question has been
brought forward-and if we can assist the
Government to devise means to fulfil the
desires of the Midland settlers, we are will-
ing to do our part.

Ifon. G. Taylor: As soon the Govern-
ment suggest buying the line, up go the
shares.

Mr. THOMSON: Whenever the Govern-
ment. enter into negotiations for its purchase
or suggest compulsory resumption, that will
happen. If it is desirable to resume the
Midland line-

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not know whether
it is within the power of the Government
to resume the railway.

The Minister for Mines: That would net
come under the Public Works Act.

Mr. THOMSON: But we have to start
somewhere.-

The Minister for Railways: We put up a
proposition on an equitable basis.

Mr. THOMSON: I aun aware of that.

Mr. Maley: You know all about the equit-
able basis and why refer to it again?

Mr. SPEARER: I ask the member for
Irwin not to interrupt any further.

Mir. THOMSON : We also believe in the
provision of market facilities. I am pleased
to see the announcement in the Press that
the Government at last have appointed the
board for the metropolitan markets. I take
this opportunity to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on their choice of some of the mem-
bers. Others of the board 1 do not know
and am not in a position to discuss their
qualilleations. The Government are to be
congratulated on having secured a practical
man such as Mr. Hawkins as chairman of
the board. His knowledge of building con-
struction must prove of inestimable value
when the board come to consider the pre-
paration of plans and the lay out of the
markets. Then there is Mr. Harper, whom
we all know, and Mr. Langley, who I think
will prove a capable representative. I have
not met Mr. Mooney.

Hon. G. Taylor: You might meet him at
the next election .

Mr. Panton: He is worth meeting, too.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, he is a good
Juan.

Mr. THOMSON: The board appears to
he a sound one.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Air. THOMSON: One point to which I
draw the Government's attention is the neces-
sity for clearing tracks or roads to new
areas. Tn that function the Government
have rather slipped. If new areas are to be
subdivided, intending settlers should be given
reasonable access to their blocks. I do not
know whether it is because, as a result of
the Federal road grant, road-construction
has been handed over to the Main Roads
Board, but I think that aspect has been
rather neglected. It should be part and
parcel of the Government's policy in open-
ing land for selection to give reasonable
transport facilities. We adhere to the prin-
ciple of the freehold ten-are of land. In the
event of compalsory acquisition of land by
the Government, statutory rights should be
respected. From the Governor's Speech I
learn that the Government intend to intro-
duce a Closer Settlement Bill. To that
measure we shall not offer objection, pro-
vided that in the acquisition uf land the
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stattory rights of owners are respected.
We shouild utterly oppose confiscation.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
mean by statutory rights?

Mr. THOMSON: If a man has complied
with all the conditions imposed, he is en-
titled to fair compensation. There have been
eases-I1 do not say they were deliberate--
where owners have not been treated quite
fairly. The resumptions in question may
have been in the interest of the State, but
we should remember the many resumptions
made during past years in other parts of
Australia, where it was considered that land
was being held up in large parcels. We
should bear in mind that when the large
holdings were subdivided into a number of
small holdings, in some instances these
proved too small. Coming nearer home, I
can give an illustration at that in my own
district, The Government purchased what
is known as the Palinup Estate, and sub-
divided it into 020-acre blocks. The soldier
settlers on those blocks have done remark-
ably wvell; I do not think there has been one
failure on the estate. Nevertheless, the fact is
that the blocks have proved too small to al-
low of the settlers making a good living; and
as a result the soldiers are selling out to
their neighbours. Thus the estate is
gradually reverting into larger holdings.
Closer settlement sounds very nice; but we
have had expensive experiments with thant
principle during the past seven years, aad
the Government should be most careful in
regard to any closer settlement schcutc-s
they may embark on. We are also com-
mitted to a definite policy of water eon-
servation for dry areas by means of exten-
sion of the Goldfields Water Scheme whet-
ever practicable, and the establishment of
catchments in districts wherever suitable
catchment areas are available. Ministers
will probably au-ree with me that that is an
important suggestion to offer for their con-
sideration.

The Minister for 'Mines: That has already
been done in the Esperance district.

Air. THOMSON: Yes, but we want it
adopted as a general policy. Esperance
has had the good fortune of being the pet
district of the Government. I commend
Nfinisters for what they have done there.
The policy of providing water was abso-
lutely essential to the Esperanee settlers.
Now, we want that policy extended all over
Western Anshwalia. I repeat, I applaud

the Glovernmenlt for their action at Esper-
aonce. As regards drainage, had we been
returned we would have put into effect
what may be termed a comprehensive
drainage scheme in the So~th-West. The
member for Sussex (AR-. Barnard) men-
tioned the stoppage of the drainage scheme
for Busselton, giving as a reason, I think,
the impression that it was going to heneflt
one or two private persons. At all events,
that drainage scheme is not being pro-
ceeded with. I can refer, as also can the
member for Albany (Mr. A. Wanshrougb),
to a dirainage scheme that was constructed
in part of the Albany district. If that
scheme had been part and parcel of a com-
prehensive drainage scheme, it would have
proved much more effective and far more
beneficial to the settlers, In point of fact,
while two or three settlers have benefited
by the Torbay scheme a number of other
settlers declare that it has ruined them.
The trouble is that the scheme has been
done piecemeal, and that insufficient atten-
tion has been paid to the natural drainage
previously existing. As a result, the
scheme has produced more harm than good.
I want to commend the Government for
their comprehensive scheme of drainage in
other directions, suich a scheme being abso-
lutely essential to the development of the
State. Turning to land settlement, I shall
later point out an excellent avenue of
settlement available to us to-day. The
Governor's Speech mentions that there
have been many applications for land.
Quite a number of people, we are told, have
made application for each individual block.
The policy of the Agricultural Bank has-
been to regard it as unsafe for farmers to
farm outside the 12 /- mile radius from a
railway. As regards the migration agree-
ment under which this State participates
in the loan of 34 million sterling raised by
the Conmmonwealth, I have in this House
criticised the Federal Government for
neg-otiating with the Imperial authorities
without consulting the State of Western
Australia. I now desire to apologise for
the remnrb. I made, and to withdraw them,
because T consider the Commonwealth made
a better financial deal than Western Aus-
tralia. could have made. The Migration
Development Commission have placed us
practically in a position to see that the
money expended under the scheme is so
applied as to produce reason able chances
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of success. From the bottom of my heart
1 wish that this State, before spending
money as it did on group settlements, had
had a similar Commission to supervise the
expenditure. As regards the migration
loan, we know that none of the money can
be expended by' a State Government with-
out the approval of the Migration Develop-
ment Commission. That condition is, of
course, in the interests of the Common-
wrealth; but it is possible, and even prob-
able, that the condition will prove to have
been for the benefit of this State in the
long run. t congratulate the Government
on having taken the fullest advantage of
the cheap moone ,y available tinder the Fed-
eral (loverument's migration scheme. I
snggest that tile Government should give
effect to a policy which has been advocated
by every section of the House, the policy
of pushiin out railways before land is
surveyed.

The Minister for Lands: In order to do
that we would find it necessary, as a pre-
cedent, to classify the land.

Mr. THOMSON: I sincerely advocate the
.appointment of a committee of men with
the necessary knowledge of land to go out
and classifyv amid theu to report. "Here is
an area which, if surveyed and thrown
open, is suitable for settlement and cultiva-
tion.''

The Minister for Lands: Such a com-
mittee has recently been appointed.

Mr. THOMSON:- Again I am pleased
that this little section has been able to put
forward a suggestion proving that we are
on right lines. We are proud of the fact
that we put forward such a policy during
the last election.

The Minister for Lands: We never heard
of it.

Mr.. THOMSON. I shall have pleasure
in submitting to the Minister for Lands
full reports of speeches showing that we
advanced that suggestion. However, I have
no desire to take away credit from the
Government for having established the
committee in question. I am delighted at
its establishment. Thus effect is given to
something that will prove beneficial to
Western Australia.

The Minister for Lands: The Surveyor
General, the Manager of the Agricultural
Bank, the Chief Engineer -for Water Sup-
ply, and thefDirector of Agriculture are a
committee now engaged on that very work,

Mr. THOMNSON: I repeat, If am indeed
pleased that the Government have given
effect to that suggestion. It is something
which inust prove beneficial to Western.
Australia. After these men have gone out
and] inspected and reported to the Govern-
ment that there is a large area of land
suitable for cultivation, the step I i
about to indicate should be taken. We
arc led to believe by people who have
visited that country, that a large area of
agricultural land exists from Southern
Cross right down to the coast, and from
the Great Southern railway across to the
Espemance district. We urge that after
such inspection and report the Government
should take advantage of the funds avail-
able under the migration agreement and
push out railways into the area, thus for
a change giving the new settlers. the benefit
of transport facilities from the beginning.
T feel quite sure that such settlers would
willing-ly pay a little extra per acre for their
land in consideration of railway facilities.
Therefore I anm very pleased indeed to hear
that the Government have appointed the-
committee. I hope the Government will go
further and give favourable consideration
to the proposal to construct railways into
ni eas before selection, if they are satisfied
those areas are suitable for settlement. If
that were done, a new era of prosperity
would follow. Such a policy would save
new settlers years of drudgery. I also hope.
that the comprehensive scheme of railway
construction that is being discussed just
now, will have as its objective the deviation
of traffic to natural harbours. During my
recent visit to Queensland I was graifed
to note that in that State a true scheme of'
deceutralisation is in operation. Right up
the northern coast there are the various-sea-
ports with their harbour boards. In West-
ern Australia I want to see each port bene-
fit from the trade that rightly beldngs 'to if.
I desire to see that accomplished for various
reasons. I wish the cost to be minimised,
for we have to export our goods to the-
world's markets at the cheapest possible
rates; while assuring the producers -an ade-
quate return for their labour.

Mr. Lindsay interjected.
Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing only with

the principle, not the administration of the
railway system in Queensland. -

Mr. Kenneally: The Labour policy -deals
with the problem of decentralisation.

433
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Mr. THOMSON: The member for East
Perth (Mr. Kenneally) desires to ascribe to
the Labour Party all the honour for the re-
sults achieved. But the men who were re-
sponsible for the policy in Queensland were
in office years before any Labour Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: That is not so.
Mr. THOMSON: Yes, it is. When the

Mfellwraith Government were in power, the
policy was in existence and that was long
before the advent of Labour. In those
days there were isolated railways running
inland from the various ports, and it is
only within recent years that the lines have
been linked up with the mnain railway sys-
tern of the State. We desire to extend jus-
ice to all sections of political thought, and
r, therefore, cannot subscribe to the sugges-
tion that the honour is due entirely to the
Labour Governments of Queensland. If T
were asked, of course, who was responsible
for the deplorable position of the railway
finances in Queensland, I would be quite
prepared to give Labour alt the credit and
honour for the enormous deficit!

Mr. Kenneally: That is where your fair-
ness comes in!

'Mr. THOMSON: The member for East
Perth wishes to take all the credit hut none
of the blame.

The Minister for Lands: There is a
deficit of £1,000,000 in connection with the
Victorian railways.

Mr. Marshall: Don't mention that!
'Mr. THOMSON: And there is a Labour

Government there.
The Minister for Lands: There was a

Country Party Government.
Mr. THOMSON: I would not expect to

prove to the satisfaction of the member for
East Perth that the excessive demands that
have been made on railway administrations
by railway unions and others are responsible
for the parlous position of the finances of
the various railway systems in the different
States. He would not be convinced by any-
thing I could say, hut nevertheless those are
the facs. That is one of the reasons why
the Queensland railways are not paying.
They are over-staffed and run under condi-
tions such as I hope will never apply to the
railways here. I will give the Queensland
railway men credit for being as fine a body
as one could meet anywhere, and they ex-
tend to travellers civility equal to that to be
found on any of the other railways. As

one who has travelled extensively over the
railway systems of Australia, I can say that
wve in Western Australia have every reason
to be proud of our railway service.

Mr. Kenneally: Then don't begrudge the
men reasonable conditions.

Mr. THOMSON: That is where great
difficulty will be experienced, if we may
judge from the utterances of the hion. mem-
her elsewhere as to his idea of what consti-
tutes reasonable conditions. His ideas ob-
viously differ from those of many others.

Mr. Kenneally: They would need to be
different from your ideas.

Mr. THOM1SON: Thank God they are,
too, I have referred to the necessity for
better co- ordlination between departme nts
and for a comprehensive railway scheme. I
hope the Development and Migration Com-
mission will approve of the expenditure of
money enabling us to give effect to tit
lpolicy in Western Australia. I refer to the
construction of railways prior to settlement.
That work will come within the scope of the
Commission because the expenditure )f the
money will provide for the development oC
the land and for settlement generally, while
at the same time furnishing work for
migrants. The Governor's Speech contained
the statement that relief had been granted
to 1,113 soldier settlers, involving the can-
cellation of an aggregate indebtedness of
£359,076, that amount being recoverable
from the Commonwealth Government. I
was under the impression that the money
had been made available to the State, and
that the Government actually had the cash
in hand.

The Minister for Lands: The whole busi-
ness has not been finalised yet. Every
week we are writing off indebtedness.

Mr. THOMSON. Yea. hiut the State has
£790,000 for that.

The Minister for Lands: I do not know
where it is.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Govern-
ment write off the debts and save the in-
terest every year.

Mr. THOMSON: Again, we find it is
the F'ederal Government who have come to
the assistance of thec State, and the State
Government have been saved an expend iture
of £50,000 a year by way of interest.

The Minister for Lands: The settling of
soldiers was. a FL-deral responsibility.

Mr. THOMSON: It may or may not
have been a Federal responsibility, but I
am pointing- out that in this instance the
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Federal Government have made available a
large sum of money that has saved the
State from patying interest. Next we come
to tjie question of group settlement, and I
will hi, brief in my references to that prob-
lem. During the course of his speech the
other evening the Minister for Lands out-
lined the position. I must confess that
since 1 have sat in this House, I
have never been more depressed than
1 was on that occasion. We all recog-
nised that we m~auld have to write off
a eertain amount, but I do not think
anyone was prepared to believe that
we were in such an unfortunate posi-
tion as to necessitate the statement the
Minister made. It rather staggers us to
find that on the Peel Estate alone we have
spent over £C2,000,000 to establish 242
settlers, which works out at £8,204 per
settler. The Minister stated that his de-
partmental officers haed advised him that
there wvere 242 settlers who would have a
chance of making a success of their hold-
ings on the Peel Estate. I will not enter
into the question of the merits or demerits
of the position at the Peel estate. The
statement of the Minister must cause
anxiety and regret to all, including those
who sponsored the scheme. In my opinion
someone has been to blame for the con-
tinuanee of the expenditure of such a vast
sumn of money. The present Government
have been in office for three years. They
must have known that the position was un-
satisfactory, because anyone who has dis-
cussed it with departmental officers must
know that they had grave doubts about the
work. If you, Mr. Speaker, or I were ' oi-
fronted in our private business with a
position similar to that confronting the
Government, we would take steps to
remedy it long before the Government
adopted that course. In viewv of the fact
that a Royal Commission was appointed
and reported adversely on the Peel Estate
a long time ago, surely some steps shouldj
have been taken to prevent the continu-
ance of the expenditure of such vast siimq
of public moneys.

Mr. Withers: Will not the construction
of roads and so forth be of benefit to the
district?

Mr. THOMSON : That argutment has
been used by many people. So far as I
can, I endeavour to view matters of public
concern, and the expenditure of public

moneys, exactly as I wvould view them if
they related to my own private business.
The mere fact that £C2,000,000 has hec.i
spent on the Peel Estate to secure the re-
sults I have indicated, should be a sufficient
answer to the question asked by the meat-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Withers).- After
spending that amount, exclusive of the
money required for hospitals, schools and
so forth, only 242 settlers have been
placed on holdings where they have a
reasonable chance of success! In view of
that, I say the money has not been ex-
pended in a manner calculated to give an
adequate return to the State. That is my
point. What I should like to know is
whether it he possible to devise ways anti
means whereby Parliament will be able to
prevent a repetition of such a wasteful ex-
penditure of public money. That is wvhat
concerns me. Many of us recognised that
the group settlements were bound to in-
volve a large expenditure of money, and
we felt that we would have to write off a
large amount. The Party I have the hon-
our to represent are chiefly concerned as
to the men and women put on those groups.
I have no doubt that ultimately the State
will derive beneft from the expenditure of
money on the group settlement scheme.
Because we raised our voices at the initia-
tion of the scheme and strongly urged the
Government to place group settlement
under the control of a board of practical
men with a knowledge of the South-West-
because of that it was said that we were
opposed to the scheme. However, that is
what we put up 71/2 years ago. Now, 71/_
years later, the Minister for Lands is put-
ting into effect the very thing we urged
the then Government to do.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : The group
settlements were not stat-ted 71/ years
ago.

Mr. THOMSON: You were in charge of
them for 41/ years, and the present Go-
erment have been in charge for three years
which, taken together, mean 71/2 years.

The Minister for Lands : No; group
settlement was not started until 1921.

Mr. THOMSON: Very well, then I shalt
say it is now six years late.

Mr. Marshall: It is near enough. We
like to bear of calamities.

Mr. THOMSON: There are some calami-
ties the House has to put up with, the het.
member being one of them. Here, 61/2
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years late, the Minister is doing what we
urged the previous Government to do.

Hon. Gr. Taylor: It shows what far-seeing
men you were.

Mr. THOMSON: It does. The tragedly
of it is that the Government did not take
advice that was tendered to them in all
sincerity.

Hon. G. Taylor: They did not realise its
value.

Mr. THOMSONX: No, they did not; but
they should have done.

H-on. Sir James Mitchell: It gets back
to, what the lady said to the soldier.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want to in-
dulge in ally personalities. I am dealing,
not with what anybody said to the soldier,
but with a matter of vital importance to
the State. We have to-day over six million
pounds invested in group settlement, and
we want to see the scheme successful. At
the elections before the last wve advocated
that a board should be put in control of
group settlement. I congratulate the Min-
ister for Lands on the steps he has taken,
for I believe they will be in the interests of
group settlement and of the State as a
whole. We asked that the blocks of in-
dividuall settlers should be valued. The
sooner that is done the better. We passed
in this House a Bill dealing with group
settlement and empowering the Agricul-
tural Bank to make a valuation of the
blocks and take them over. The Agricul-
titral Bank has refused to take them over.
That is the position we are faced with
to-day. The bank would he foolish to take
over those blocks: it would not lie fair- to
the bank. The sooner the Governmenut
appoint a board to deal with them, the
better. The Minister should have his
valuers. I commend that to the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: Will it be of
ad vantageV

Mr. THOMSON: I think I can point out
whbere the advantage will be. Some time
aEo there wvas grave dissatisfaction over
the Industries Assistance Board. Many
men, owing to their gross indebtedness to
the board and to the Agricultuaral Bank,
found themselves in an impossible position.
The Government realised that if a man
walked off his block they couldl call for
tenders for the block, and accept the
highest: but the Government also xealised
that instead of the Industries Assistance
HBoard and the bank getting from the block

a return of the £2,500 or £3,000 owing on
it, they had to be content to take £1,200
or £1,306. So the Government concluded
that it Ara., a fair thing that the men who
had slpeint nine or ten years on their blocks
were entitled to consideration. I do
strongly urge upon the 'Minister that he
appoint a board of valuers just the same
as is to be found in relation to the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. Then those valuers
could go around-

'Mr. Lindsay: But have they done that
for the Industries Assistance Hoard ?
Never in my time.

Mr. THOMSON.: Yes, they have done it.
Perhaps the hon. member is so fortunate
as not to have in his district settlers so badly
affected.

The Minister for Lands: Still, it must be
realised that seone men are prepared to
make sacrifices.

Nfr. THOMSON: 1 recog-nise that there
would be quite a lot of inequalities in the
final adjustment. However, it is of no use
taking the value of the blocks as being
what these blocks have cost.

The Minister for Lands: Any valuation
just now would be premature, because the
settlers have not passed over to the bank.
It is when they do pass over that the valua-
tion should be made.

.Mr. THOMISON: That is where I dis-
agree with the -Minister. We have all con-
sidered the position from different view-
points. As one who by request has been
through a portion of the groups and gone on
to the individual blocks and discussed diffi-
culties with the men, and as one who wvent
there with a sincere desire to assist the set-
tlers, T say the sooner we put those men 91n

the Agricultural Buak, the better. We do
not say to a man who goes out into the wheat
areas, "U1ntil such time as you are self-sup-
porting we will continue to look after you."
There is a. certain amount of difference be-
tween the settlers in the group areas and
those in the wheat areas. I will say, and
the Minister will agree, that there is a large
number of group settlers just as sincere in
their desire to make a success of their hold-
ings as there are in the wheat belt.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, easy I
Mr. THOMSON: To those people who are

on the wheat belt you say, "Here is your
land and you can have so much cleared."
You put no restrictions on their earnings.
You say to them, "As you do your clearing,
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so you can draw from the Agricultural
Hank." Very well. I say we should do the
,arne with the group settlers. Scores of
them are looking for the day when they shall
be independent of the control of the group
foreman.

The Minister for Lands: When the settler
has paid for all his improvements and there
is nothing else to be dtone and still the
farm is not in a condition to maintain him,
w'hat will y ou do then ?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He cannot live
without stock, of course.

The Minister for Lands: But the pasture
is not there.

Honl. Sir James Mitchell: But the plough
is there.

Mr. THOMSON: My reply is that those
settlers will be able to do the same as has
been done in other areas. Many of our wheat
farmers have had to go out on the roads,
and take clearing and fencing contrats
fronm others more fortunate, in order to ob-
tain means of sustenance for keeping on.
But it remained for this Government to
debar our settlers from getting work on
the roads. They said to the settlers, "You
are not entitled to go out and work on the
reads: you must stay on your farms." I
hope the Government will reconsider that
decision and give those men the same oppor-
tunity as they enjoyed in previous years.

If her isa it of road construction in hand,
who is more entitled to it than the men^
who are going to live in that district and
develop it?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Many farmers on the
wheat belt could not have stayed there in
the early days but for outside work.

Mx. THOMSON: That is perfectly true.
If they had not been permitted to go out
and take contracts they would not have been
able to remain on their blocks.

The Minister for Lands: Men have gone
out, taken contracts and neglected their
f arms.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There is no
doubt about that.

Mr. THOMSON: But many men would
not have been able to carry on had they not
been permitted to go out and get such work.
If the Minister visits a portion of my elec-
torate this coming week-end I will point out
to him two successful farmers, brothers,
who developed their farm by taking turns
in Laing out for work. Undter the rules laid

down by the Government they would not be
allowed to do that.

The Minister for Lands: I amt not suir-
prised at the illustration. All Australia
has been bnilt uip like that.

Mr. THOMISON: Well, may I appeal to
the Minister to get his colleagues to cancel
the order that no settlers shall be permitted
to work on the roadsq

The Minister for Lands: I do not know
of such an order.

M r. THOMLSON: It is in existence. From
the inception of group settlement I have
been accused of being opposed to it. Time
and again have I reiterated that I am
strongly in accord with the opening up and
developing of the South-West. It is a duty
thant devolves onl every Government and
even-v member of Parliament to see to it
that every section of the State has an op-
portunity for development. I regret to say
that on more than one occasion the state-
ment has been repeated deliberately, and
by those who knew it to be contrary to
fact. I hope the Minister will take into
consideration the appointment of valuers
to go on to each of those blocks and take
them at their value. Because until that is
done the Agricultural Bank will not take
the blocks over. The sooner we have a
stocktaking in respect of group settle-
meat and give the settlers a know-
ledge of their full indebtedness, the sooner
will they know whether to carryv on or to
leave and take up some other avocation.
I am eonfident that a great majority of
those I have met are anxious to make good.
If we are willing to write down their hold-
ings to a value that is reasonable, I am sure
they will make good. We find from the
statement of the Minister that the cost of
pastures, including buildings and fences,
ranges from £60 to £114 per acre. I have
worked out the figures on another basis,
namely, on the average acres of pasture land
cleared, compared with the amount of money
that has been spent. On that basis the aver-
acre cost is £97 per acre.

The Minister for Lands: No.
Mr. THOM SON: Yes, it is. I am taking

the Minister's own statement and the total
amount of money spent on the groups.

The Minister for Lands: You are taking
in the Peel Estate.

Mr. THOMSON: I am taking them all,
the acreage of land under pasture. If we
divide that into the amount of money ex-
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pended, we find that the average cost of the
pasture land is £C97 per acre. On the statis-
tics supplied on Return No. 16, issued by
the Publicity Offier attached to the Pre-
mier's office, the area cleared and under pas-
ture is 48,450 acres. The cost at that date
was £4,6&9,534, which gives the average cost
I have mentioned, I do not say that is the
actual cost of each individual acre, but it is
the average cost of the cleared land and
pasture land, including buildings and fences.

I-on. 41. Taylor: Does that include the
laud cleared but not sown?

31r. THOM1SON: It is the cleared land.
Hon. 0. Taylor: Are you taking the land

grassed?
Mr. THO'MSON: It is the sown land.
'Hon. 0. Taylor: Is there not some land

cleared hut not grassed?
The Minister for Lands: It is nearly all

sown. I do not think the figutres are cor-
rect.

Mr. THOM1SON: They are the Minister's
own figures. I went into the matter very
closely. They are figures supplied by the
Publicity Officer (Mr. Mercer) in Return
No. 16. It has cost this State £97 per acre
to bring this area tinder pasture.

Ron. G. Taylor: What is the land worth
now?

Mr. Lindsay: That is eapitalised to carry
300,000 cows.

Mr. THOMSON: It is impossible for
group settlers to have any reasonable chance
of success with an average capital cost of
£C97 per acre.

Hon. 0. Taylor: People are getting over
£100 per acre for land in New South Wales.

Mr. THOMSON: And they are getting
£1,000 per foot for land ia Hay-street.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not for pastoral pur-
poses.

Mr. THOM)LSON: At Suhiaco one can get
land at £1 per foot.

Mr. Richardson: Where is that?
Mr. THOMLNSON: We must write down

the cost to give these people a reasonable
chiance of success. Some of the group settlers
have just cause for complaint- They say,
"You tell us you do not expect us to suc-
eced, and that others will take our place."
We have set out to give these people an op-
portunity to make a living for themselves.
Instead of driving them off, bringing others
on and driving them off, aud so on, we
should write down the holdings to their pro-
per value. This will give them a chance to

cary on. Some of the people have given
five or six years of their lives in an endeav-
our to make good on these blocks, and they
should be given an opportunity to fulfil
their ambitions. We have to do with our
group settlements3 as we did with our In-
dustries Assistance Board dcets. We sent
officers. out to value the blocks. The settlers
were then written to and informed that their
total indebtedness of £3,000 had been written
do-wu to £1,500. They were ablked if they
would then carry on.

MJr. Lindsay: That was not done in my
district.

Mr. THOMTSO'N: It is what occurred.
We miust deal with group settlement in the
same way.

The Minister for Lands: The group set-
tlers know very well that they will get a fair
deal.

Mr. THOMSON: Does the Minister think
that even at a low estimate of £60 per acre
as the capital cost our group settlers, work-
ing on average land, can possibly make a
success and pay their interest?

The Minister for Lands: Why make a
row about it when they are not paying any-
thing? Group settlement has paid nothing.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
address himself to the subject and not hold
conversations with other members.

Mr. THOMSON. That is where I disagree
with the Minister. He says group settlers
are not paying anything. I wish to place
them in a position to pay something. I want
them to be able to pay their way and to
become taxpayers. We say to them
,we cannot afford to carry them on,
and that it is not -wise to do so.
We are taking the heart out of these
people, and shall not get the best out of
them. I do not say we should write down
the holdings to such an extent- that it will
mean giving away our security. If the
land is only of a certain value when cleared,
,why not cut it down to that value? This
would give the average settler who is wil-
line to make good a reasonable chance of
doing so.

The Mlinister for Lands: It is premature.
Not one of them is capable of standing on
his feet yet.

Mr. THOMSON: That is a matter of
opinion. We are trying to run this scheme
from Perth by certain rules, and regulations.
I do not say that offensively. We are trying
to run it like an army, wherein orders are
issued and obedience must be exacted. The
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settlers are not allowed any individuality.
They are not permitted to do anything ex-
cept obey the rules and regulations. I want
to see every settler placed on his own, just as
wheat growers were when they were given a
chance to make good. The group settlers;
will make good under the same conditions.

Mr. Clydesdale: How much do you think
should be written off the Peel Estate?

Mr. THOMSON; If there are to be
only 242 settlers there, and it is considered
that a capitalisation of £1,000 or £1,500 is
all they can reasonably carry, I leave the
hon. member the task of mnaking a situ-
pAc aritmetical calculation. Is it reason-
able that they should carry a load of
£2,000,000.

Mr. Clydesdale: They cannot do it.
Mfr. THOMSON: Is it not better to give

these 242 settlers a chance of making a liv-
ing and becoming taxpayers? At present
that is impossible. The same thing has to
be done with the groups. As a result of my
visits to the Eastern States I am convinced
that our South-West areas will carry larg e
dairy herds. If unfortunately Western Aus-
tralia runs into a drought period, which
God forbid, I assure, those who have any'
doubt about the merits of the South-West
that in that part of the State we shall have
a valuable asset, because it will be able to
supply large quantities of fodder for starv-
ing stock. In Queensland enormous losses
occurred in the sheep areas owing to
droughts. I hope the Government will con-
sider the writing down of the securities of
these settlers to a proper figure. I do not
make any of these remarks in a spirit of
"I told you so." I san only too sorry to
find we are in our present position. But
we are in it, and nmust make a success of the
scheme. The only thing is to cut our loss,
to face the position and see that the met'.
women and children get what we promised
them, that is, a fighting chance of making
good.

The Minister for Lands: I hope you are
not trying to get support from the groups.
I can outbid you, you know.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have no
right to say that.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret the interjec-
tion of the Minister. Although it was made
in semi-jocular vein, there is a certain
amount of meaning in it. I am not in a
position to offer the settlers any bribe, or
to assist them except by voicing my opinion
here. I am not voicing anything new. For

the last three or four years I have taken up
the same attitude. I have made suggestions
in all sincerity, believing them to be helpful
not only to the State, but to Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: It is just as well
to leave politics out of the scheme.

Mr. THOMSON: I have had the honour
of leading this p)arty in the House for some
three years, but 1 have never yet been
officially invited to visit the groups.

The Minister for Lands: I invited you.
Mr. THOMS ON: Only recently.
The Minister for Lands: I invited you to

Denmark lnst year.-
Mr. THOMSON: That was a field day.

Only once during the regime of the Leader
of Opposition, when it was a public invi-
tation, was I invited to go to the groups. I
was not invited to go by Mr. Angwin.

Mr. Mann: You should have the same
privileges as members on the other side.

Mr. THOMSON: I take no exception to
that. We are told wve should not visit the
g roups for p)olitical purposes. When we do
visit them, not for political purposes, and
go down with the desire to find out things
for ourselves, we pass from group to group
in the course of our investigations. Then it
is said of us that we go down for political
purposes. We are not given an opportunity
to go down in order to get into touch with
the settlers and if wre do go down we are
accused of going there for political pur-
poses. Later on, if a member attempts to
assert his rights by discussing the groups,
he is accused of being against them, and
again using the groups for political pur-
poses. The scheme is too big to be made use
of for political purposes. Every member
has a duty to perform in seeing that the
groups have a reasonable chance of becom-
ing successful. Members generally have not
had an opportunity to go down to the
groups. Those who have been there have
done so individually and with a sincere de-
sire to help, if possible, to establish their
success. We have to remember that those
settlers are placed in a different position
from people in the wheat areas. The latter
go out on their own initiative. They select
their ow,, blocks and are free agents. The
people on the groups, or many of them, have
been taken straight from the boat, placed
in the train and escorted to the groups with-
out having had the opportunity to come into
contact with the Australian people. They are
not aware of the conditions that exist outside
the group settlements, and they have no one
to speak to except fellow settlers, in the
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neighbourhood, other than of course the fore-
man of the groups who baa to obey the in-
structions of his superior officers. There-
fore I hare great sympathy for many of the
group settlers. I consider that if members
had been given the opportunity to get into
close cotmuunion with the settlers, possibly
many of the things that are only now being
altered, might have received attention very
much earlier. I feel that group settlement
as a ithole has been what might be tenned
a costly experiment. At the same time, we
hope to make a success of it. I am sure
that ultimately it n-ill be a success
and will be of considerable benefit
to the State as well as to the
people engaged in the industry. I con-
sider, however, we might have had bet-
ter results to date. The member for Sussex
(Aft. Barnard) told us last night that in
his opinion over £2,000,000 would have to be
written off. He blamed the administration.

Hon. G. Taylor: And he is taking only
one end of tie settlements.

Mr. THOM1SON: He represents that dis-
trict, and he is in the position of acquiring
a considerable amount of knowledge and
4peak-ing with authority. I consider that
thp Minister for Lands was most generous
in his remarks the other evening when he
stated that there were quite a number of
reasons why the groups ve-re not a success.
he iv to be commended for perfor-ming
ivhit "must hare been to him a most un-
pleasant task, that of having to inform the
I-louse of the unfortunate position of the
settlements.. The amazing thing is that with
nil, our knowledge of closer settlement in
Australia and other settlements4 similar to
those of. our groups, we did not take the
slightest heed of their experience., and mis-
takes We first of all started to clear the
land in the face, and we perpetuated every
blunder that was committed by those who
hiad- previously carried out similar experi-
ments in land settlement in the Eastern
States. If we bad had the benefit of the
advice of a Commission similar to the
MNigration and Development Commission, I
believe that many mistakes might have been
avoided. Like many of my fellow mess-
bet's -o this-side of the House I regret the
present position of the gold-mining indus-
try.- I do not envy the Minister for Mlines
the -taqk that has been placed upon his
shoulders:. The gold mining industry, like
other primary industries, is. suffering very
mAteriallyv from the settled policy- of the

Commonwealth, a policy that has impo-ad
upon it a very henry burden. True, also,
a certain aueount of mismnagement and
excessive overhead charges may have had
Pomethirig to do with its present position,
and I consider that the offer made by the
Government to the mining companies of
Kalgoorlie was certainly generaus, the offer
to provide a big power station with the
obiect of reducing costs in that direction.
If the present Minister ('an evolve some
scheme whereby we can make gold mining
pay, he will accomplish very much. But T
cannot help repeating that the mining in-
dustry', as well as the industry I represent,
are suffering from the high protective policy
of the Commonwealth. Unfortunately we
have to S~ibuit to it, but I believe that Aus-
traNa in the Tong run will learn its le'.9tnn
and will be convinced that the existing
policy' is not sound, and is not in the inter-
ests of the workers. Dealinge with the For-
ests, Dep~ar'tment. I consider it is time that
the Government decided what was the true
forest area of Western Australia. So far
as I can gather, for years jpast there has
been a battle going on between the Forests
Department and the Lands Department as
regards the areas which should or should
not 'be alienated from the Forests Depart-
ment in the interests of -the State.

The Minister for Railways: There is a
big measure of agreement between them.

Air. THOMSON: While possibly there
is something in what the deputy Premier
has interjected, we should have sufficient
experience to enalk us to say which shall
be the area that is to be regarded as the
State forest area. On the subject of the
railways. I am glad to see that a new Rail-
wayL Advisory Board has been appointed.
In mnaking that appointment the Qovern-
ment acted on siound lines and much good
will result by having that independent
board.

The Mlinister for Railways: Times change
and mnethods also. -

Mi'. THOMSON: It is time we gave con-
sideration to railway construction on what
we might call scientific lines. The trouble
in the past has been that the settlers -have
gone out and Struggled for -many years.
They hare battled and fought and they have
had to lobby in order to secure railway ex-
tensions to their districts. The suggestions
put forward by Mr. Stileman, the Engineer-
in-Chief, whilst I may not agree with them
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in their entirety, are worthy of every con-
sideration. A broad comprehensive scheme
of railway construction is something that
ultimately must benefit the State. It is to
be regretted that there has been a sugges-
tion that because one member has a little
more political pull than another, be has been
able to secure the construction of a railway.
in a certain direction which has afterwards
been proved to have been not in the interests
of the majority. In the matter of railway
construction we should see that every milv
of railway built will eventually become 'a
part of the comprehensive scheme. So long
as we bear in mind the flow of trade to its
natural port, the State must in the end
benefit. In my opinion and in the opinion
of the party I represent the work of rail-
way construction should be in the hands of
the Rainya' Department. I am one of those
who believe that as far as possible we should
avoid duplication, and I consider that the
Chief Engineer of Railways should be the
officer to supervise the construction of all
railways. He should be better able to de-
cide on the grades and the particular direc-
tion a line should take so as to make the
grades as easy as possible. We know that
'under the present administration large sums
of money have been spent in re-grading.'
That is the reason why the railways are in
such a happy position just now of being
able to increase the train loads.

Hon. G. Taylor: The railways engineer
Should attendl to construction on ly. I

Mr. THOMSON: The railways engineer
should be a member of the Advisory Board
because his experience would no doubt 'en-
able him to suggest means for the reduction
of costs. I understand that about 030,0O
is being spent in the deviation of the rail,
way from Wooroloo to Chidlows with the
object of considerably increasing the 'capa-
city of the train loads along that section.
I speak only as a laymen, but when that
railway was~ built, surely the engineers
might have advised its construction in that
direction.

The Minister for Railways: In the early
days all the heavy loads were going- inland
to the goldfields, and they did not hother
about grades in respect of traffic coming to
the coast.

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased that the
Government have appointed a representative
of the Railway Department to that board.
Let me now turn to an interesting table

dealing with the working of the Govern-
ment railways. While the capital has in-
creased by £,539,470, the interest per tramn
mile has decreased by 1.99 per cent. That
to my mind is certainly very satisfactory,
especially as the railways are able to show
a profit of E34,556. It is a splendid tribute
to the administrative ability of the Commis-
sioner, Colonel Pope, and his executive
officers that, notwithstanding an increase of
818 employees, the adoption of the 44-hour
week and the payment of increased wages,
etc., it. has been possible actually to reduce
working expenses plus interest per train
il e b3.5 per cent

Mr. Kenneally: It indicates that em-
ployees respond to good conditions.

Mr. THOMSON: There are some people
so biassed in their opinions that they are not
even prepared to give credit to the men
who are responsible for the present financial
position of the railways.

The Minister for Railways: No, it is due
to co-operation.

Mr. THOMSON: With all due respect to
the member for East Perth, I have no de-
sire to detract from the work of the rail-
waynmen. As I stated previously, we hays
an excellent body of employees. But the
management of the railways lies with the
executive officers and whatever savings have
been effected-doubtkss Suggestions have
been, made by employees and acted upon-
the Commissioner and his officers are re-
sponsible for the present satisfaotory posi-

The Minister for Railways: Each horse in
A team, 'has to pull its weight.

Mr. flTOMSON: l'am aware of that, b ut

'we also know that w.9iG an arv~y of 8,833
employees there must be a pretty good
guiding hand on the rein to obtain those
reults. I want to-give creffiwhere in my
brpiniozi credit is due, and I say unhesitat-
ingly that the Commissioner and his execu-
tive officers have shown. remarkable admin-
istrative ability..

Hon. G. Taylor: Are not you going to
give the Minister any creditl

The Minister for Railways: No.
Mr. THOMSON: Working expenses mn-

creased by £1l76,644 and the interest in-
creased by £27,515, or at total of' £204,159.
Despite those additional charges and thanks
to a bountiful harvest, the Commissioner
has been able to show-a profit.

The Minister for RiZwayi: 'Than ks to the
general expansion of trade.
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Mr. THOMSON: If we had net had a
bountiful harvest, there would have been no
general expansion of trade.

The Minister for Railways: I am speaking
of the railways.

'Mr. THOMSON: So am I.
Mr. Kenneally: 'You are not studying the

figures much at the present time.
M1r. THOMSON: Perhaps I can do so as

well as can the hon. member, because he
studies them from only one viewpoint, and
1 study them fron all angles. We have to
thank the bountiful harvest for the fact
that the Railway Department showed such
a profit. Why, the railways are still hauling
wheat, and it is the first occasion on which
the railways have been so engaged at ths
season of the year. We have often had it
thrown up at us that wheat is not a profit-
able commodity to the Railway Department,
and yet the only time that the railways have
shown a substantial profit has been when
they have been hauling full loads of wheat.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about timber?
Mr. THOMSON: Timber plays its part

also, but the big harvest has been largely
responsible for the expansion of trade and
the satisfactory position of the railways.
An additional £40,000 will be levied on the
railways to pay for long service leave, and
1 hope we shall get a harvest of 35,000,000
or 40,0001,000 bushels this year, for other-
wise the Railway Department will not show
such a substantial profit next year as it has
done this year. Let me analyse the figures
and compare the years 1923 and 1927. In
my opinion the Commissioner has achieved
almost the impossible. The mileage open
has increased by 10 / per cent., the train
miles have increased by '213/1 per neat., and
the ton miles of goods and livistoek have
increased by 51% per cent. Yet our loco-
motives have decreased by 6 per cent. 1
am prepared to admit that our present-day
engines are hauling heavier loads, but actu-
ally the number of locomotives has do-
creased. Though the mileage open has in-
creased by 10 per cent., the passenger
vehicles have decreased by two coaches, and
our wagons have increased by only 3 per
cent.

Hon. G. Taylor: The department must
have scrapped a lot.

Mr. THOMSON: No, in 1923 we had
1 2,10B wagons and this year we have 12,471.
Yet our ton mile trafice increased by 511A
per cent. The capital cost has increased by
9.97 per cent., the average earnings by 233
per cent., the working expenses by 21 / per

cent., and the train wiles run by 21 per
cent. It is rather a startling fact that this
year we carried 720,149 passengers fewer
than in last -year.

Mr. Clydesdale: Due to motor competi-
tion.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. It is inter-
esting to note also that th ton rafles'of live-
stock and goods has increased by 51Y4 per
cent., and yet the department have been
able to carry that increased traffic with anl
additional 3 per cent. of rolling stock. My
friends opposite say that the co-operation
of the employees is responsible for that re-
suit. Doubtless they have done their part,
ihut the executive officers have provided the
organisation. It is marvellous that the de-
partment should have been able to move
such a largely increased tonnage with an
additional 3 per cent. of trucks.

The Minister for Railways: We spread the
harvest over a considerable period and
against opposition too, but that is our policy.

Mr. THOMSON: The department have
been rather at fault this year, and it was
not wvise for the wheat pool to force all the
wheat on the market, firstly, because it wvould
not be proftable, and secondly, because the
task "'as impossible with the limited rolling
stock available. I admnit that the Minister
for Railways, so far as the Treasurer wkill
permit him, has ordered a small number of
trucks, hut we must increase the stock of
,wagons and certainly the stock of sheets.
Increased supplies of both are badly wanted.

Mr. Ken neally: Vou were never better
off for sheets thani y.ou are to-day.

The Minister for Rnilwavs: Never half as
well off.

Mfr. THOMSON: Still we have not
enough. There are plenty of men with £5
in their pockets who were never better off
iii their lives, but it is not to say that they
would not like to be better off still. When
any faults arc to be found with the wheat
pool, the member for Fremantle (Mr. 81cc-
man) seems to be a ready mouthpiece for
the people at Fremantle. He is concerned
about 10 tons of wheat that got wet. Who
was responsible? The fact is that the sheets
were not available and trucks were not avail-
able. I am not blaming the Minister for
not having provided more sheets and more
trucks. Out of all the iiillions of bushels of
wheat lproduced, 10 tons got wet and the
inember for Fremanntle is concerned about. it.
.Mr. Slecinan: Yon dio not know anything

zuhouit it.
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M1r. THOM1SOIN: Of course not; the hon.
member is the oracle for all things. I hap-
pen to know possibly a little more than the
lion, member knows about it.

Mr. Sleeman:- If you do, you are not
showing it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. THOMSO'N: Altogether 10 tons of

wheat was damaged. If the Railway De-
partment hadf been able to supply us with
more sheets and more trucks no doubt the
10 tons would not have gone to waste. There
is always a certain quantity of wheat that
gets wet. The member for Fremantle was
keen to draw attention to the damaged
wheat, but there was one thing he forgot.
The wheat pool that handles the wheat for
the farmers is their own concern, and its
officers have sufficient business experience to
know that it does not pay the pool or the
State to send away wheat that is not of the
standard for which. it is sold.

.,%r. Sleenian: But they get the extra
weight for the wet wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: Under those conditions
I should be able to rely upon the 1hearty
support and co-operation of the hon. mem-
her in urging upon the Minister the supply
of more sheets and more trucks.

Mr. Sleeman interjected.
IMkr. SPEAKER: Order! I have called

attention to the interruptions of the hon.
member repeatedly; and if I have to do so
again, I regret I shall have to take more
drastic action.

Mr. THOMSON: I commend to the Min-
ister's earnest consideration the urgent need
for providing more wagons, in view of the
fact that we are extending our railways in
all directions to develop the State. The
figures I have quoted show that the Railway
Department have all but achieved the impos-
sible in shifting 511/ per cent. more goods
with an increase of only 3 per cent, in
trucks. I hope the Minister will he able to
prevail on the Treasurer, when framing his
Estimates, to provide a larger amount for
trucks; and certainly m*e sheets are needed.
While to-day we may be in a better posi-
tion than ever before in this respect, never-
theless the demands on the Railway Depart-
mnent are greater than ever they were. If
next year we have the crop we sincerely hope
for, the demands upon the Railway Depart-
ment will exceed anything known previously.
Long may that state of affairs continue'1 As
each succeeding harvest comes, we hope the

demands will be such as to compel the pro-
vision of more sheets, more trucks, and more
locomotives.

The Minister for Railways: An amount
of £000,030 is already authorised for rolling
stock.

Mr. THOMSON: Even that is not enough.
I hope the Minister for Railways will be
able to prevail upon the Treasurer to place
more money on the Estimates for this
purpose. I regret I have been so long,
and I shall be as brief as I can be in
concludingv. Another matter I should like
to submit to the Minister is the question of
tricking yards, for wvhich I do hope provi-
sion will be made. I do not want to be
parochial, especially as you, Mr. Speaker,
are interested in the Esperance district;
but the Press states that a trucking yaLrd
has been provided at Esperance.

The Mi~inister for Railways: No.
Mr. THOMSON: 1 have not the cutting

by ine. By the next mail after the appear-
ance of the paragraph I had a letter from
a certain part of my electorate pointing out
that the people there have been asking for
a trucking yard for 16 years and so far
have not succeeded in getting one. I do
not suppose that the Minister for Rail-
ways, who has inure important matters to
attend to, concerns himself about indivi-
dual trucking yards; but I hope funds will
he made available for that purpose.

The Minister for Railwvays: I think we
installed over fifteen trucking yards last
year. The same number will be installed
this year.

Mr. THOMSON: So far the Government
have deemed it of paramount importance
to grant the wages staff of the rail-ways the
44-hour week, long service leave, and in-
creased wages. I hope the Government
will now he able to extend some considera-
tion to those who provide loading for the
railways and thus afford employment for
railway employees. I trust the Govern-
ment will extend the period for cheaper
carriage of super. I should like to see it
extended throughout the year, at all events
until May.

The Minister for Railways: Even if it
wvere a little more expensive, a flat rate all
the year round would be better.

Mr. THOMSON: If a man at Katanninc
gets his 6 tons of super in January.
February or -March, the railway freight
amounts to £2 Is. 6d. If he gets it after
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the period which the Minister has been
good enough to extend, the railway freight
amounts to £5 7s. 6d., or a difference of
£E3 3s. lid, on the six tons. That is hardly
equitable. 1I know of no forward freight
earried by the Railway Department which
gives a b'etter return in back freight than
super does, though it may not do so imme-
diately. I have pointed out before that
every ton of super carried by the Railway
lDepartment gives them an average return
loading of over eight tons. Further, I
would like the Government to consider
favonrably the granting of assistance to
country industries. The member for Coo!-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) tells me that the
Giovernment propose to establish some
-works on the Eastern Goldfields line. Let
me point out the difficulties in connection
with country industries. Every section of
the House claims to stand for decentralisa-
tion, and therefore I ask the Government
to consider favourably a through mill rate
for flour mills. I acknowledge that the
Pao lway Department now give a rebate of
12:; per cent, in respect of freight on flour
for export, but our country mills are at a
disadvantage in quoting for export. I do
.not ask for something that does not exist
elsewhere. It exists in Victoria to-day.
Let ine give an illustration. It is estimated
that the average haul of wheat is 1401
m-iles, which at the special rate costs
32s. 2d. per ton. Taking that as the aver-
nge haul to the mill at T-atanning-I speak
of Katanning because it is my home town
-it would coat 12s. 2d. per ton to get the
wheat there. If, after the wheat had been
gristed. the miller desired to export it
through Albany, the haul of 116 miles, less
the 12 / per cent. allowance, would coat
10s. 2d., making a total haulage cost of

£1. 2s. 4d1. per ton. I will now quote the
Cottesloe flour mill, taking it on the same
basis with an average haul costing 12s. 2d.
Per, ton.

Mr. Mann: You are wrong now. The
average haul is much greater than 140
miles.

Mr. THOMSON: Not according to the
Hallway Department's figures, on which
T am going.

Mfr. Miann:. That would refer to one of
the York mills.

M1r. THOMSON : If the hon. member
will study the matter, he will find the aver-
agre haul to work out at about 140 miles.

The Minister for Railways: A lot of
wheat comes from Oeraldton, where the
average haul is very close.

Mir. THOMSON: The average haul costs
12s. 2d.; and the cost of haulage from
Cottesloe to the port, less 12 2 per cent.,
amounts to 3s. 11'/-d., or a total haulage
cost of 16s. 1 id.; say 16s. 2d. Thus the
Cottesloe mill has an advantage of 5s. to
Os. per ton on export flour over the Katan-
ning mnill. The Minister will readily see
that this fact places country mills at a
disadvantage. It is not desirable that all
our industries should he drawn to the
ports; we want to keep in the country those
which are already established there, and
therefore I commend the matter to the
Government's consideration. Let- me give
an illustration of what is done in Victoria.

Mr. Mann : The average haulage to
Natanning would not be 140 miles.

Mir. THOMSON: With all due respect
to the hon. member iuterjecting, who
represents Perth, I still believe the figures
which I have given to he pretty correct.
The Victorian Railway Department assist
the' Victorian dried fruits industry to this
extent, thant the freight 01n every ton of
dried frulit carried from Mildura to Mel-
bourne for local consumption is £2 7s.,
while the freighit on dried fruits carried
from 'Mildura to Melbourne for export is
only £1 3s. per- ton. I commend to the
serious consideration of the Mfinister and
his department the suggestions which I
have put forward. I advance them as
being in the best interests of our country
districts. This is one means whereby the
Government may encourage a true system
of decentralisation. I am indeed pleased
to see that something which we as a
party have advocated in and out of season
is now being taken notice of by metro-
politan people. At a recent meeting of the
City Council a councillor moved that
metrolpolitan utilities should be vested in
a separate board. We of the Country
Party have arguedt for many years that
such metropolitan utilities as water sup-
ply, sewerage, electric light, and transport
in the form of tranmways should be vested
in a metropolitan board of works similar
to that which exists in Victoria. I am
delighted to see that the proposal is being
considered in the metropolis. May I also
suggest to the Government something
further ?. While one regrets making at
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Im~i-thy speech, nevertheless this is the
One debate iii the course of which meum-

brare able to give a great deal of
adlvire and throw out many suggestions.
In the Eastern States much interest is now
being taken in Western Australia. We have
thle Council of Industrial Development, who
exhibit our- local manufacturers and per-
form other useful functions. I commend to
the Government's earnest consideration the
e&tahlishment of similar offices in Melbourne
and Sydney. Western Australia would
henetit front them. We had offices in the
Ea-.tern States years ago; and if we now
set up somiething in the nature of tourist
bureauis in the chief capital cities of the
East. incidentally making available first-
hand information concerning Western Aus-
tralias possibilities, we shall encourage an
iilux of Eastern visitors. And not only
that.: there arc numerous Eastern people
looking- for land, and the Eastern offices J
sng,-esL would afford reliable information
a-, ton that aspect. The Minister stated that
not ai clay' passed without his office having
inquines from mna seeking land, some of
them with £C5,000 or £6,000 capital. If ad-
vantage were taken of my suggestion, many
such men might be induced to come here
and take uip land. Dealing with road con-
strue-tioii, I note with regret that during
the past year a sum of £38,000 was spent
from State funds in making roads on tho-
Peel Estate. In my opinion that expendi-
ture reflects no credit at all on the Govern-
ment, having regard to the position which
they must hare known to exist on the estate.
Surely to goodness the expenditure in ques-
tion. especially in view of the meagre in-
formation at the Government's disposal,
was a wicked waste of public funds! T
hope 'Ministers; will be able to furnish a
satisfactory explanation of the muatter. I
Fill not going to say much regarding the
Main Roads Board. We have had evidence,
gained as the result of the formation of the
Industries Assistance Board, of what we may
expect, for that concern got into an unholy
nte,,-. We know that its operations extended
to a degree with which the officers were un-
able to cope. Without casting any reflec-
lion on the members of the Main Roads
Board, it seems to me that we are in the
same postion regarding the construction of
our roads. We have started much too soon.
It would have been better to have delayed
operations for a few months so that the

Board would have been in a position to cope
with the demands made upon it, in-stead of
pushing on in the way we did. I was
rather staggered at the statement of the
Minister that the preparations of plans and
specifications would have meant a serious
delay and served no good purpose. Surely
in the expenditure of £500,000 upon road
construction, we should work to plans and
specifications. When the legislation dealing
with the mnain roads problem was under con-
sideration we were given to understand that
the board would be composed of practical
men. Nor we find that the board is really
a Public Works branch transferred to the
Main Rfoads Board.

Mr. Mann: But the board has much
greater autbority than the members would
have if they were in the Public Works De-
partment.

Mr. THOMNSON: Yes, but it seems re-
markable that we should immediately launch
out and spend large sums of money on road
consftruction. We were told that the mem.-
bers of the board had a thorough knowledge
of road construction and knew their job.
&s soon as they were appointed-I do not
disagree with the action taken by the Gov-
ernmnent-it was found necessary to send
the chairnian all over the world to acquire
the latest information regarding road con-
struction, and to purchase the most up-to-
date machinery available. If the Minister
in charge, or the board, decided that it was
in the interests of the State to send the
chairman away on that mission, surely it
would have been wiser to have waited-

Hon. G. Taylor: Until he came back with
his fuller knowledge.

Mr. THOMTSON: Yes, or at any rate
not to have gone so far ahead with the work
as we did.

Mr. Mann: Then we would not bare got
the grant from the Federal Government.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not so, because
the arrangement was made that if we could
not spend the whole of the money available
in one year, the balance could be trans-
ferred to the succeeding year. We need
have had no fears from that standpoint.
We know that the policy of the Government
favours day labour. They may, or may not,
be able to get better value for money ex-
pended by the adoption of that policy. The
member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) quoted
figures regarding work done by a road board
compared with that done departmentally by
day labour. That demonstrated the posi-
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tion. A great proportion of our roads,
should he constructed by the local authori-
ties. I confess that I have always favoured
the system in vogue years ago whereby the
Government made a grant to road boards
for the construction of certain roads that
had to be constructed according to the con-
ditions laid down by the Public Works De-
partment. Good value was received for
the money expended in that direction. To-
day operations are overloaded and the over-
head expenses must he great. I doubt
wvhether we can get the results that we
should obtain. One of the main reasons for
this is that we started on our main road
construction before we were ready. The
Government have laid down at policy of
road construction for each board covering
a period of five years and for each year
£2,000 will be available for the moad boards
concerned. In the interests of the State,
the Government should call for tenders for
the construction of the roads. If that were
done sufficient inducement would he held
out to contractors to purchase efficient
plants for road construction. As, however,
it is the policy of the Government to do the
work by day labour, it cannot be expected
that the contractors will go to that expense.
If the Government will call for tenders, I
will guarantee that tenders will be sub-
mitted to them. While the Main Roads
Board is supposed to be apart from politi-
cal control, it was a remarkable coincidence
that just before the election the board
rushed men into various electorates. Some
690 men were sent to various electorates
on the last day upon which they could
qualify for enrolment in those electorates.
Notwithstanding that fact, the works were
commenced on the 6th January without ap-
proval of the Commonwealth authorities.
The Minister stated that no work bad been
commenced without authority, but it is re-
markable that no application was made to
the Federal Government until the 22nd Feb-
ruary. That was when the approval of the
Federal Minister for Works was sought for
the operatfons to he carried out by day
labour. That action placed members of the
Main Roads Board in an unenviable position,
particularly when they were induced to sen
men to various electorates as I have indi-
cated.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you think the ab-
sence of the chairman had anything to do
with itl

r.THO'MSON: I cannot say.
The Minister for Railways: He was not

away at that time.
Mr. THOMSON: I regret that it was

done. I believe the local roads boards
should have the opportunity to construct the
subsidiary roads and that tenders should
be called for the work.

Mr. Heron: Tenders are called for the
work.

Mr. THOMSON: Since when has that
been done?

Mr. Heron: For a long time.
Mr. THOMSON4: I am not aware of that

fact. I can give an instance where, in a
certain district, the Government were con-
structing roads by day labour, but the men
were knocked off because it was too wet to
work. Then the Government call for ten-
ders for road construction in another part
of the district, where, to use a vulgarism,
tbe state of the road would bog a duck. The
contractor, however, was expected to tender
for the construction of that road in winter,
notwithstanding the fact that the Depart-
ment considered it was unprofitable work
to undertake. If that is what some lion.
members consider is a fair comparison, T
do not agree with them.

Mr. Heron: It is three years ago since
tenders were first called in my district.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the lion, member
is fortunate. Such a thing is not known
in my district.

The Minister for Railways: Road boards
are asked to tender.

Mr. THOMSON: The point is that day
labour is the Government's policy and there-
fore contractors cannot be induced to spend
money on the purchase of plants, unless
there is likelihood of continuity of the con-
tract system.

Mr. Clydesdale: Most of the work
throughout Australia is done by day labour.

Mr. Withers: Even contractors adopt the
.system.

'Mr. THOMSON: I will deal briefly with
the question of child endowmient. The State
Labour Policy on that question was recently
determined when 100 union delegates from
all over the State, conferred at the
Trades Hall. Including those present were
the Premier, Senators Needham and Graham
and a number of members of Parliament.
The conference decided to press for a Com-
monwealth scheme of child endowment of
10s. 6d. per week per child. That is one



[17 AUGUST, 1927.] 447

of the loads the unions are endeavouriug
to foist upon the community. Some workers
are quite willing to urge that they should
get the maximum, and I am wvilling that
they should have it. We, in Western Aus-
tralia, however, will be placed in an un-
fortunate position by the unions if they
succeed in imposing upon the people of Aus-
tralia the basic wage of £4 5s. per week for
a man, his wife and two children, plus 10s.
(id. for each child per week. Where is the
money to come from? Senator Needhain
said that during the war we were able to
find £400,000,000, so that it wvas obvious
it was quite easy to raise the money. Let
me give one or two small instainces. There
is a commodity that can be manufactured in
Queensland but the factory is not working.
It is cheaper to send goods from Melbourne
for distribution throughout Queensland and
to sell that commodity at 3s. per case less
than the cost of manufacture in Queensland.
We know that recently the Commonwealth
Shale Oil Company closed down because it
could not operate on the 44-hour basis and
incur the additional expenditure imposed
upon the concern. Yet we have these 100
union delegates, supposed to represent the
brains and ability of the Labour movement,
deciding that, apart from the basic wage,
there must be paid weekly 10s. 6d. per
child! That is the burden the wisdom of
the Labour unionists would impose upon the
primary producers of Australia and of
Western Australia in particular. I am
dealing with this from a Western Australian
point of view, because this State depends
upon primary production. We have spent
£6,000,000 to put people on the land in var-
ious groups. So far they have not been
successful in making a living. Yet, what do
we find? This conference urged upon the
Commonwealth a national system of cbild
endowment apart from and independent of
the basic wage I have indicated. They also
decided that no Royal Commission appointed
to discuss the question would be acceptable
as adequately representative unless represen-
tation were given to unions and women. This
is what the conference urged-

That the Commonwealth Government should
provide such financial aid as is reasonable to
admit of the proper preparation and presenta-
tion to the Commission of such data as the
trade unions deem pertinent to the adequate
statement of their views on the subject of
child endowment generally, and, in particular,
concerning proposed schemes which, if adopted,
would involve readjustmaents of wages for any

section of workers. That the Idea promulgated
by the Prime Minister at the recent Premiers'
Conference calling for a reduction of wages
by enforcing a redluction in the domestic unit
are absolutely repugnant, and therefore re-
jected. the conference holding that industry
should by wages provide a reasonable standard
of life for the average worker on the basis of
a nan, wife and] at least two dependent chil-
dren.

I hope the standard will be as high as pos-
sih!c, but I wvant to draw the attention of
those gentlemen who are putting forward
that scheme to the question of where the
money is to come from. Why is our gold
mining industry not in a position to pay
its way to-day? It is not solely because
of the tariff; it is also because of the high
costs imposed upon the industry by the
vicious circle in which we live.

Mr. Panton: You are not going to blame
the wages for that.

Mr. THOMSON: High wages have
something to do with it. The Arbitration
Court were reluctanitly compelled the other
day to refuse an Increase.

Hion. G. Taylor: Because it could not
be passed on.

Mr. THOMSON: Quite so. The judge
in giving his decision said be sympathised
with them, but could not give it to them.
There is an industry that must go out, so
what is the use of--

The Minister for Mines; It is not going
out yet. Don't make any mistake about
that.

Mr. THOMSON: I sincerely hope it is
not. What is our position to-day? We
find there is a tightness of money through-
out the Commonwealth. I wonder if our
friends ever ask themselves the reason why.
We are importing more than we are ex-
porting, and therefore money is getting-
tighter.

Mr. Mann: Has the motor car business
anything to do with it?

Mr. THOMSON: It certainly has a
little to do with it, but it is not all the
cause.

Mr. Clydesdale: Don't you think so?
Mr. THOMSON: Well you can blame

the lot on to it if you like, hut that does
not get away from the fact that with all
the money invested in our manufacturing
industries and with all the protection they
have in the tariff, 96 per cent, of our pro-
duction exported is primary production.
That is the point our friends should con-
sider- when urging greater increases and
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more comfortable conditions. I must say
that as the result of what little I saw in
the metropolitan aireas in the East I do not
wonder at industrial unrest. When a man
cannot get a house for his family under £2
per week I quite understand why the work-
ems are discontented and say they have not
sufficient money to pay their way.

Mr. Kenneally: Will you support a
Fair Rents BMI

Mr. THOMSON: What benefit has such
a measure been in New South Wales? It
has not been of any advantage at all. If
you wvant a decent house there you have to
pay £2 or £3 per week. And that in New
South Wales, where you have a fair rents
law! One of the reasons why, is because
we are living in that vicious circle and be-
cause the member for East Perth and others
are always urging that things should go up
and up, forgetting that it must all come
back on the worker in the long run. I
wvant to draw attention to the fact that my
friends are living in a fool's paradise. I
knowll1 sides of this question, and prob-
ably have suffered as many of the difficul-
ties and hardships that occur to men as
have any members sitting opposite. So
I have every sympathy with their de-
sires to improve the position. So far as I
can judge, that proposal put forward by
the Prime Minister was ultimately in the in-
terests of the workers. Why do we ask for
child endowment? Because we consider
that the man and the woman doing their
duty to the State by bringing children into
the world are entitled to some assistance.
But we have Axed the scheme, not on the
basis of a man and his wife, but on a basis
that adds two children to the unit. The
Commonwvealth Government's suggestion
was a reasonable one. If there is anything
sound in the principle of child endowment
-we all admit that-here was an equitable
and reasonable way of getting it. Would
it not be better to start on a reasonable
basis? Is it fair to be paying for millions
of children not in existence? The basis of
a man and his wife is quite fair. But if by
imposing these new conditions we put people
out of work, what will be the position of
our primary industries? The Minister for
Lands, when speaking of the Paterson but-
ter scheme, said the creation of high
land values were responsible for it
and that it was a general tax on
the consumers of Australia to the ex-

tent of two million pounds, due to the
fact that the soldiers had taken up land
at high value when butter was 2s. per lb.
He could see ahead, he said, an unhappy
time for consumers if they did not wake up.
He added that the dried fruits people were
in somewhat the same condition. Why is it
that our butter and dried fruits people
want assistance! It is not all ascribable
to the high value of laud and to the tariff.
There are other conditions that make the
position impossible. The tariff has a con-
siderable effect, anid the Arbitration Court
also imposes difficulties. The unions appeal
to the couit and, so far as one may judge,
when the finding is satisfactory to them
they accept it. Take the present position.
Hundreds of men marched to the Arbitra-
tion Court in New South Wales the other
day. The unions appealed to the court and
afterwards refused to abide by Judge
Beeby's decision regarding piecework. Hav-
ing tried the Arbitration Court they say,
"'We cannot get any more from that, so we
want industrial courts." Where is the fair-
ness of those men, such keen advocates of
the Arbitration Court, who are not pre-
pared to abide by the findings of that court?
Mr. Keane, the General Secretary of the
Australian flail way Union, addressed a
mass meeting of employees at Newport and
urged them to refuse to accept piecework.
Here is a report of his remarks:

The policy of the Australian Railway$ Union,
Mr. Keane 9.id, was to secure a shorter work-
ing week based on the day labour system of
paymnent. The union had made a careful in-
vestigation of the piecework system, and was
Ratisfied that it should not he adopted. Bifr.
(ceane outlined the action which had been taken

by the annual conference of the union to op-
pose the piecework system, and the meeting en-
dorsed the action which had been. decided on.

WVe hear at lot about efficiency and the lack of
efficiency in the employers, but if you go to
the Eastern States you will find that the
average manufacturer there has the most
up-to-date machinery in the world. And he
will say to you, "I have conditions imposed
upon mae by the unions. In the United States,
where they are manufacturing, and we have
to compete with them, they have perhaps
one man attending to half a dozen auto-
inatic machines. However, the conditions
laid down in Australia will not permit that."
The unions themselves are saying, "We will
not allow our fellow workmen to earn more
than the basic wage." While with one
breath they call for the protection of the
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court, in the next they say, "We will not
obey the orders of the court, because Bill
Jones might earn more than Bill Smith."
They want to put all employees on the one
level. In the interests of the workers them-
selves and in the interests also of Australia,
it is time that men like those 100 union
delegates who met together should at least
consider what their efforts will bring them
to. Let us take the position of the primary
producers as a whole. The Minister for
Lands said he was very much concerned,
that hie saw a serious position ahead for the
consumers. Why was the Paterson butter
scheme brought into existence, and why did
they ask for a duty? Because the conditions
imposed upon them have rendered them un-
able to compete. Therefore they say the
worker is entitled to go to the Arbitration
Court and is protected against foreign or
cheap labour by having his wages increased;
the manufactuirer goes to the Tariff Board,
and because the Arbitration Court has in-
creased the rate of wages he is immediately
granted an additional percentage by way of
protective duty. But the people who have
to sell 'their primary products in the world's
mnarkets. are not in that happy position. I
wonder whether our friends who are such
staunch supporters-

'Mr. Mann: We send secondary production
also overseas.

MNr. THOMSON:- We are not in a posi-
tion to sell secondary piroduction overseas.
The only products we are selling in competi-
tion with the world overseas are our primary
products, fruit, wool, wheat, timber and coal.

Mr. Coverley: Don't forget the meat.
Mfr THOMSON: All I can say is that

any -man interested in the meat industry in
Australia must know that it is the poorest
paying proposition of the lot.

Mr. Coverley: In your opinion.

Mr. THOMSON: If any man knows
whether or not meat is a profitable industry
it should be the mnember for Kimberley. I
do not know what the average price is here.
On the Atherton tableland there are meat
works where the average price paid is 10s.
per cwt., live weight. Of course that is a
p)ayable proposition! One need only ask the
Duracks and the others in the Kimberleys
who are engaged in cattle raising'how much
they have made put of the meat industry
during the last few years. We have exported
mneat, but every pound weight of it has been
exported at a loss.

Mr. Coverley: That is no fault of the em-
ployees you are moaning about. You have
moaned for four hours.

Mr. THOMKSOY. If I could not moan to
greater effect than the hon. member I should
be sorry that I had risen to my feet. We
are dealing with export commodities. Even
in the matter of meat we cannot compete
successfully with the outside world.

Mir. E. B. Johnston: And we are paying
a Federal bons.

Mr. Coverley: It has been knocked off for
three years.

Mr. THOMSON: They are asking for it
again. Our main products are meat, wool,
wheat and timber. We are not in a position
to export manufactured goods. That is why
those engaged in the butter industry volun-
tarily decided to contribute 3d. per lb. to
the pool. This means that they are getting
an increase of 3d. per lb. If the Australian
worker is entitled to maintain his standard
of living, does he want to deny it to those
engaged in the primary industries? it
seems that he does. He wants these satis-
factory conditions, §ut is not prepared to
give them to those who are engaged in the
dairying and dried fruits industries. The
producers are going to pay their share of the
10s. 6Id. per week which the union delegates
in Melbourne have decided is a faLir and
proper charge to be put upon the industry.

Mr. Kenneally: That was in Perth.

Mr. THOMSON: If a man is fortunate
enough to be working at day labour
under union rules, he will receive the child
endowment. If lie is working for himself on
the land he will not be entitled to it. Even
with a hard struggle he cannot get the basic.
wage, and though he is asked to contribute
to the endowment he is to be denied the
right of receiving anything from it.

Hon. G. Taylor: That will be something.
He will not be left out altogether.

The Minister for Mines: That would be a
pity.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister objected
to the 3d. on butter being paid, and said it
was a ba-1 thing. The Minister for Agricul-
ture, at the conference held in Adelaide,
was the' Ay one who raised his voice against
it. He' its more concerned about the con-
sumers lhvin the producers. Although West-
ern Aust 'alia does not contribute Id. towards
the Pat-.-on butter scheme, the producers of
the State, are benefiting to the tune of ad.
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per ton. The chairman of the butter fac-
tory at Bunbury said he was not in favour
of it, but that his factory on last year's out-
put had benefited to the extent of £14,000.

Hon. H. Millington: Who paid for it?.
The consumer?

iMr. THOMSON: Of course the consumer
paid. Does the bion. member think he should
not pay?

Mr. Chesson: The consumer always pays.
Hon. H. Millington: You said Western

Australia did not contribute. It does con-
tribute.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course. The pro-
ducers themselves in Western Australia have
not contributed Id. towards it. As the pro-
dlucers in the Eastern States have put that
into the fund they have been able to increase
their price by 3d. a lb. Why should they not
do so? Who would members expect to pay
for it? If it is logical and right that these
benefits should be given to the Australian
worker and the manufacturer, I wonder iC
they are willing to agree to the Australian
price of wheat. The wheat producer in this
State should get the London parity plus all
charges. From 'Western Australia to London
these are estimated to cost Is. Odl. per bushel.
The cost of wheat on the London market at
54s. a quarter works out a~t an average of
6Is. 9d. a bushel. Our local price was 5s.
Last year we produced 30,000,000 bushels
of wheat and our total estimated local con-
sumption was 2,000,000 bushels. If it is
logical for the Australian Arbitration Court
to protect the worker, and for the tariff to
protect the manufacturer surely it is logical
that the same argument should apply to the
wheat producer, and that he should receive
the Australian prce If we were given the
London parity in Western Australia for our
local consumption, £C175,000 more would be
paid by the consumers in Western Austra-
lia, that is if the conditions which apply
to manufactured goods which enter from
overseas, namely, the London price plus the
cost of transport, applied to wheat. That is
what happens in connection with our wire
netting, which is admitted duty-free pro-
vided the price it costs from London to Aus-
tralia does not come below the Australian
manufactured price. If that is logical it
would be fair to say that instead of wheat
being sold in Western Australia at the Lon-
don price less handling charges we were en-
titled to the cost of bringing it into Austra-
lia. Instead of the difference being Is. 9id.

we should he paid 3s. 6Id. a bushel more for
our wheat.

Mr. Clydesdale: Do you think the far-
mers would complain then I

Mr. THOMSON: They would be quite
satisfied, and the money would be willingly
paid.

Hon. G. Taylor: I should like to see them
satisfied.

Mr. Marshall: They were not satisfied
with 9is.

Mr. Lindsay: You have never heard
wheatgrowers complain about the price of
wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: In New South Wales
at the last conference of the primary pro-
ducers a motion urged upon the State Gov-
errnment the necessity for abolishing the
agricultural employees award, since it was
causing unemployment and hindering
development by its harassing conditions,
Some members who have taken part
in this debate did not give sufficient con-
sideration to the subject before them.

Mr. Renneally: You have made up for
that.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the hon. mem-
ber's opinion. We were told that politics
should not enter into group settlement. Poli-
tics should not enter into the child endow-
ment scheme that is being submitted to the
people. The decision that should be given
by the Royal Commission should be based
upon evidence submitted by all sections of
the community, and the findings should be
based upon how each industry in Australia
can carry the burden.

Mr. Withers: And the report be binding
upon both parties.

Mr. THOMSON: As far as one can judge
from the hon. member and those supporting
him, so long as a decision is acceptable to
them it is accepted as binding. If they do
not approve of it, as is evident in the en-
gineers' case, there are many reasons why
they should not accept the decision of the
court.

Mr. Withers: And Piddington's finding
also97

Mr. THOMSON: No one should know
better than the hon. member that it was
clearly proved that the Piddington finding
was an impossible charge to place upon in-
dustry in Australia.

Mr. With ers: Naturally.
'Mr. THOMSON: That is the reply of a

man who has not studied the question as to
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whether industries can bear the burden. We
have our group settlements and our returned
soldiers to consider. Members opposite are
very keen in their desire that the basis upon
which the child endowment scheme shall be
arranlged shall be upon a certain standard.
t wish to refer to the judgment given by
Judge Pike in New South Wales. A Com-
mission was appointed to inquire into the
position of returned soldiers on the Mur-
rumbidgee River. A number of witnesses
were examined and an inquiry was held to
determine the production from the various
classes of soil. IMembers of the Commis-
sion agreed unanimously that the settlers
were over-capitalised and a classification
board was appointed, but the settlers ob-
jected to the small representation on the
board. A land valuation court was as-
sembled, over which Mr. Justice Pike pre-
sided. The settlers appealed against the
determination of the classification. The clas-
sification board had wanted to allow the set-
tlers £4 a week. When the committee of
inquiry presented its report the Commission
gave a remission of five years on account of
water rates and a reduction of between £000
and £500 a settler as a general concession.
Mr. Justice Pike was appealed to by
the settlers to determine what was a
home maintenance area. He declared that
£20R was not a sufficient allowance as, on
the basis of the figures of the Commission,
the settler would not have paid for his pro-
perty for 38 years. Mr Justice Pike fixed
as the minimum £C312, wvhich should he
allow'ed as a settler's wages. Our friends,
are out for a basic wvage and a child endow.
meat scheme. Everyv section of the comn-
munity is entitled to the samie privileges, to
the same basic wage, before any land ta*
or income ta, or rates, or any other charges
are levied upon them. If they would go
upon that basis I believe they would get a
great deal more support than they are
getting outside the House. In my opinion
they are going to load up the industries of
the country with a greater burden than they
can bear. They put forward something as
being in the interests of the community,
but I am sure they are going to place too
great a burden upon it. The "Minister will
be dealing with public hospitals. I am not
a gambler, but I am sorry the Hill he intro-
duieed for what may be termed the "Golden
Casket" did not become law. I visited
Queensland recently and was surprised to

find the success that was attending the
Golden Casket consultation. I was aston-
ished to learn that it had been responsible
for the payment of £100,000 to the hos-
pitals and that it had paid in prizes
£170,000. Speaking for myself, I would
sooner have one art union such as that than
half a dozen carried on under the pernicious
system existing in Perth to-day. We find
that there arc art unions for motor cars
and other prizes, to assis the Parkerville
Home, a very deserving institution, as wvell
as many others. It would he far better to
have one, as I have stated, under a proper
form of control than to permit a number
of art unions to be conducted.

The Minister for Mines: I have nothing
to do with them.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister for Police
controls them.

Mr. THOMSON: I can only repeat that
of the two evils I prefer to have the one
conducted on lines similar to the Golden
Casket and forbid every other. In that way
I am sure that the hospitals would benefit
considerably.

The M~inister for Mines: That would have
been done if Parliament had carried the Hill
that was introduced two years ago.

Mri. THOMISON: Yes, I supported that
Bill.

Mr. Clydesdale: Your friends in the
other House threw it out.

Mr. THOMSON: I may be pardoned for
touching on a few small matters affecting
my district, and then I will conclude. I am
sorry that the Minister for Justice and the
Minister for Lands are not at present in the
Chamber. Katanning is a fairly old-estab-
lished town and its courthouse has been in
existence to my knowledge for 25 years.
The building is in a very bad state of re-
pair and lacks accommodation. When "'it-
nesses are ordered out of court they are
obliged to go out on the footpath. There
is no accommodation for either witnesses or
lawyers.

'Mr. Davy: There is not even any accom-
modation for solicitors in the Perth court-
house.

Mr. THOMSON: That does not say we
should not have it at Katanning. I might
also draw attention to the disgraceful con-
dition of the Agricultural Hank. The Min-
ister for Mincq will agree with me on that
point because I showed him the premises.
If it were any other employer than the
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Government I am certain a prosecution
would be instituted for confining the otll-
cials in such a limited space. It must
surely be a breach of the Health Act. With
all the valuable files that are there, some-
thing should certainly be done. Katanaing
is a fairly progressive town, and we are all
keen that every encouragement should be
given to Western Australians to support
the State Savings Bank. 1 can assure the
House that the space afforded clients of the
bank is no wider than a distance that can
be measured by my two hands. I hope the
Minister when framing the Estimates wilt
give some consideration to thebe matters. I
know that members have been some-what
long-suffering and patient, and I thank
them sincerely for having listened to me
with so much attention. I bad no idea that
I would occupy so much time, and for that
reason I thank members for the courtesy
they bare extended to Ine. I geive members
opposite every right to express the opinions
that they hold and to fight for what they
think is correct. I trust that they wviil
always accord me the same privilege and
that whatever w~e have to say within the
wvalls of this Chamber it will make no
difference to our friendship outside.

MR. CIOVERLEY (Kimberley) [10.7]: 1
have not very much to add to the debate on
the Address-in-reply. I desire to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to bring under
the notice of Ministers a few matters for
their consideration and immediate action.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the stuff; now
they are sitting up.

Mr. COVERLEY: As a change of pro-
gramme I desire to express my electors'
appreciation for sympathetic administration
by the present Government during the past
three years. It is a fact that when people
are situated so far away from the seat of
Government, with a very big spread be-
tween their governing bodies, they lack that
organisation that is so necessary for them
to make themselves heard. Therefore when
they do get a little consideration they ap-
preciate it, and they demonstrated that ap-
preciation at the lest election, in spite of the
visit of my friend th inemlier for West
Perth with his powerful advocacy, and,
the Leader of the Opposition who
kept the telegraph lines very busy with
urgent wires to some of his friends. I am
very pleased for one reason that the member
for West Perth and his colleague did

take the trouble to visit my electorate. If
we were to encourage a few more visits loe
Kimaberley, members would get a better idea
of the vast distance of the place from civi-
lised areas and I am sure they would then
give us at times the assistance that we re-
quire when we are advocating special con-
sideration for the far North and North-
West. I feel personally gratified that ray
electors are assured of a further term of
sympathetic consideration, because I look
forward to a great future for that part of
the State, when its mineral resources
have been thoroughly prospected and its
many industries developed. It is a fact
that Lhe pearling and pasioral industries
have undergone a few lean years. This is
merely a temporary set beck which will be
overcome in due course. Our main draw-
backs are due to marketing problems. Re-
cently we had a promise that the Yedral
Government will introduce legislation that
will be of great benefit to the pearling in-
dustry, and when the Marketing Mill is put
into operation, and the whole of the pearl-
Shell product of Australia is dealt with on
a co-operative basis, we hope to have a big
improvement and to secure fresh capital for
the development of the industry. We have
many other drawbacks, and what I might
term the main drawback jis the want of
population. In the whole of Western Aus-
tralia we are short of people, and although
there is a slight increase in the total each
year, we find that the population of the
North and Not-West suffered a decrease.

It is not very hard to suggest masons for
the failure of the population to increase in
the 'North. Having only two industries,
pearling and pastoral, and both being sea-
sonal occupations, they do not attract men
to that part of the State because the
majority of people employed in them are
only part-time employees, and consequently
when the seasonal work is over they have
to go elsewhere in search of a livelihood.
That might have been materially altered had
the Government responsible refused the ex-
tension of the pastoral leases in 1917. That
was one drawback that debarred persons
from selecting a decent piece of country
with permanent water or a river frontage
such as would give a settler a reasonable
chance of success. T do not see any pros-
pects immediately for the North with the
exception perhaps of the policy that the
Government propose to carry out, namely,
the resumption and the survey of blocks in
the vicinity of the Wyndham Meat Works.
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While on the subject I 'wish to express my
sympathy with the relatives of the late Mr.
fleapeissis, the officer who wont to Wynd-
ham to take charge of the ,experimental
farm. It seems to me that the wheel of for-
tune once more turned against the North-
West when it removed Mr. Despeissis, be-
cause in that gentleman -we had a valued
offier whose duty to the State was always
his first consideration. Had Mr. flespeissis
been spared to continue the good work that
he was embarking upon, we would now have
had an experimental plot well advanced, a
plot that would have been of bene&i to
Kimberley and to the whole of the "State.
I hope the Minister for Agriculture will
see fit to fill the vacancy at the earliest pos-
sible moment, because it is necessary we
should have expert advice when we throw
the blocks open for selection. When the
time arrives I hope that the Government -will
see that they provide more protection for
the settlers against the aborigines than is
afforded at the present time. I hope the
Government -will not'lose sight of the fact
that some definite stand must he taken;
otherwise it will be nothing short of a
calamity and the loss of public money, and
perhaps the loss of life amongst newv
settlers who are not aware of the
treachery of bush natives. While on
the subject of natives, I desire to
tell the Government that the time is
long overdue for a revision of the adminis-
tration of the Aborigines Department.
U-nder the present system of administra-
tion neither the aborigines nor the white
population of the Kimberleys are getting
a fair deal for the money provided by the
taxpayers. When I say that the aborigines
arc not getting the justice they are en-
titled to, I refer particularly to the
nmensures taken for the health of 'bush
blacks that do not come into contact with
the white population, and also the accom-
inodation provided in the shape of isola.
tion wards for aborigines generally. I
mentioned this matter three years ago, but
so far nothing has been done. Quite re-
cently three eases of leprosy and an ad-
vanced ease of venereal disease were
treated at the Broome hospital. They
were treated in an obsolete bathroom, be-
cause the district medical officer had no-
where else to place those aborigines. At
nigh~t they were allowed to visit the town
natives and come and go as they pleased.
That of course had a tendency to spread

the disease amongst the aborigines em-
ployed by the residents of the town. Such
a state of affairs would not be tolerated
for ten minutes in the metropolitan area,
because the risk of disease being spread
would put the wind up the whole popula-
tion and something would be done.

1hr. Richardson: Not the whole popuila-
Lion.

Mr. COVERLEY: The residents of the
Kimberleys are as much entitled to
protection from the spread of leprosy
as are the people residing in the dis-
tricts of Claremont or Nelson. It is
my duty to tell the public -what is
being done with those eases in the Kimi-
berleys. If the disease spreads to the
white population up there, some of those
people'might come to Perth and bring the
disease down here. The sooner something
is clone to stamp out the disease, the better
it will be. What I am saying is naot new
to tha department, because the Broomie
Road Board has been continually protesting
to the Minister for Health and the
Aborigines Department pointing out the
critical state of the health of natives
located along the coast between Broome
and Derby and between Derby and Wynd-
ham. I suggest to the Government that it
is time the Aborigines Department or the
officials responsible were stirred up and
that a searching medical inspection was
mnade -of the aborigines in the whole of the
North -West. Decent accommodation i n
the way of isolation wards should also be
provided in various centres for the recep-
ticil of patients suffering from infectious
disease. When all that is done the depart-
ment can claim to be doing sonaet~ing for
the welfare of the race for whom they are
responsible. That is an instance of where
the present administration has failed from
the point of view of the natives. It fails
also from the point of view of the white
population in many -ways. To give an
instance, the Act allows any employer, on
the payment of two guineas per annum, to
employ as many natives as he chooses, He
is issued with a general permit on paying
that sum. That system is entirely wrong
from many points of view, and generally
speaking it operates to the detriment of
settlement. Every native that submits him-
self for work claims the keep for his
mother and father, and probably also for
four or five other relations.

453
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Mr. Marshall :They are pretty good
socialists.

Mr. COVERLEY: In fact, a nigger has
been known to produce three fathers. It
has also been known for a tribe of 15 or
20 aborigines to camp in close proximity
to a station, for five of the tribe to submit
themselves for work, and while the station
owner or manager was busy supervising
them, for the rest of the tribe to kill as
many bullocks as possible before the owner
woke up to the fact. Thus the employ-
ment of aborigines operates to the detri-
ment of settlement in the long run. After
all we are trying to get population into
the North and not to hunt it out. It is
generally recognised that cattle killing is
more prevalent in the Kimberleys to-day
than is realised by the Aborigines Depart-
ment. I intended to get some figures but
omitted to do so. Still I know there are
many cases of cattle killing that are never
brought before the courts, because the
offenders are not captured. There is much
country in the Kimberleys, in fact it might
be called the wide wide world, and the
natives take some catching. When it is
reported that aborigines have been killing
cattle on certain runs, the police go out,
but they cannot always find the natives
and thus the offenders cannot be brought
to justice. Consequently it is useless to
try to prove that cattle killing is more
prevalent than it was five years ago, be-
cause many cases are not brought to
justice. We have a standing example of
the detrimental effect of cattle killing in
the Kimberleys in the experience of the
late 1\r. R. W. Hay and his partner Mr.
L. R. Overheu. No two men could have
been a greater acquisition to the Kimberley
district than were the two gentlemen to
whom I have referred. In 1922 they took
up some country 80 miles from Wyndhamn.
They started off with 1,400 head of mixed
cattle, and in three years they bad 35 miles
of fencingr erected, a homestead built, two
yards constructed and over 12 tons of
cotton growing on the property, in addition
to castor oil beans and practically every
kind of tropical fruit and vegetable worth
mentioning. Mr. flay unfortunately wvas
murdered by a native, and Mr. Overheu
tinally abandoned the place. He stated oil
oath that lie reckoned their loss from cattle
killing at £C5,000. It is for the Government
to decide whether settlers of this calibre,

are to receive adequate protection to
enable them to go on developing the North-
West or whether we are just to muddle on
under the present stupid system of pro-
tecting the aborigines to the detriment of
the settlers as a whole. I could cite many
more instances of small men who have
been driven out of the country merely as
a result of persecution by the natives. I
again suggest as I did on the Address-in-
reply three years ago that the officials of
the Aborigines Department be immediately
transferred, box and dice, to Wyndham,
or some other part of the Kimberley dis-
trict. I do not say exaetly where they
should be located, but they should certainly
be sent to the Kimberley district to get a
real grip of the position and incidentally
to shed a little of the red tape in which
they indulge at present. I do not infer
that thme aims and ideals of the department
are not good. I think they are quite iii
order, hut the whole system of administra-
tion is wrong, and badly needs revising
We shiall ntever get anl alteration until
the department or the head of the depart-
ment is put in the proper place, and the
proper place for the Chief Protector of
Aborigines is somewhere on the job where
the aborigines are to be found. I mentioned
this on a previous occasion and the out-
come was that time Government ap-
pouted a travelling inspector. I do not
know that he has ever done anythingr
for the benefit of the aborigines or
of the white population: as a matter
of fact I have heard quite a lot of comn-
plaints against him. I do not wish to weary
the House by reciting coiuplaintg laid
against that officer; I wish to complain
about the department as a whole. It is tbe
right of members to know just what the
department are doing. I have pointed out
that they are not protecting the aborigines
in the matter of health, and that they are
protecting the blackfellows to the detriment
of settlement. I would further suggest to
the Government that they inaugurate an
aborigines' fund to which every employer
should contribute a weekly' sumn for every
aborigine lie employs, and that the rest of
the aborigixres should be drafted to ithe
nearest aboriginal reserve wvhere they could
be prv'ided for out of the funds contrib-
uted by the employers. In addition I su-
gest that the Government arrange a police
patrol for 12 months, or until the aborigines
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understand that they must remain on the
reserve. After that the Government should
abolish the whole of the protectors of
aborigines with the exception of those in
charge of the reserves to which the blacks
were sent. Then it would be a matter of
employers going to the protector on the
reserve when they wanted a new permit.
The aborigines are not granted permits
unless they are reliable.

%Lr. Mann: What is your experience of
the missions? Are they good?

Mir. COVERLEY: The aims and ideals
of the missions are quite in order; the
trouble is they are overlapping in many
respects to the detriment of settlement.
The head of every mission is appointed a
protector of aborigines and the department
in Perth give the protectors assistance to
overlap and interfere 'with everybody's busi-
ness. If there is a few tons of cargo to be
forwarded by lugger, one of the missions
gets the work, The missions work with
aboriginal labour rind have no wages to pay
and so can do the work more ,cheaply than
anyone else. There is a Broome man who
does that class of work for a living, but
when it is necessary to forward stores from
Broome to Lagrange Bay, he does not get
the work because the mission is able to do
it much more cheaply. In consequence we
have many complaints against the missionfs,
but merely from the unpaid labour point of
view. If the missions stuck religiously to
their religious job, they would he all right.
Even if the proposed new system did not
do better than the present system, the re-
sults could not possibly be worse. If the
loose-md natives were concentrated on re-
serves, the ringleaders in cattle-killing
would be gathered together there.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Would you have a
policeman to control the natives on the re-
serves I

'Mr. COVERUET:- No. It would only
be a matter of a police patrol long
enough to get the natives to understand
that they must not go of a certain area.
Then the natives would remain there- By
the g-atheri ng in of the ringleaders in cattle-
killing the job of discovering dead bulloeks
and issuing the necessary punishment would
become a responsibility of the directors in
charge of reserves. In reference to the
Medical and Health Department, I wish to
thank the Minister for the small improve-
meats which have been secured in the

Wyndham, Derby, and Broome hospitals.
However, there are one or two matters now
under consideration to which I desire to
refer. The Broomue hospital is waiting for
a. bacteriologist, and the Minister should
hurry the appointmeut on.

The Minister for Mines: We are await-
ing a reply now.

Mr. COVERLEY: It is realzd that
the alterations requested in the Broome
hospital represent a costly proposition;
but that is not to be wondered at, having
regard to the coloured population to be
catered for. I wvould suggest that the Min-
ister render the Aborigines Department as-
sistance towards research and stamping-out
of the leprosy that is slowly but surely
taking hold of the natives on the coast be-
tween Broome and Derby end throughout
the Kimberleys. With regard to the
Broome hospital, I understand that some
engineer or Public Works Department fore-
man has reported to the effect that the
accommodation for the orderlies is quite
all right. When visiting Broome hospital
six months ago, I inspected the orderlies'
quarters, and I would not put a decent-sized
dog into them, even regarded as a kennel.
If orderlies are to be retained in these out-
of-the-way places, the first requirement is
decent accommodation. The night nurs
at the Broome hospital at present have no
place in which they can sleep quietly, nor
have they any privacy: they use an empty
mental ward as sleeping quarters. Thank
goodness there are not many patients for
that ward in the Kiinberleys. I am grateful
to the Minister for his replies of to-day re-
garding the appointment of a doctor at
Hall's Creek. There has, been a definite
promise of financial assistance, which is ex-
ceedingly gratifying to anyone who realise
the isolation of Hall's Creek, 240 miles away
from any medical assistance, and with only
the crudest methods of transport available.
Moreover, the very industry followed by the
population of Hall's Creek leaves them open
to serious accident at any time. The matter
is one upon which those people look with
grave concern. At present a few married
men are working at Hall's Creek, and with
the introduction of the better halves it is time
to provide a doctor for the place. If we
want to keep the population there, we must
supply them with medical attention at least.
Another suggestion I have to offer is in re-
gard to mining operations. It is rather re-
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unirkabie that the first gold discovery in
Western Australia took place at Hall's
Creek in the Kimberleys. Incidentally, that
wa. the first Western Australian goldfield
to be deserted. It was discovered in 1886,
and it was abandoned in 1908. Hon. mnem-
bers can wvell imagine the crudeness of min-
ing methods in those early days. Notwith-
standing the crude methods, statistics show
that most of the erushings from mines now
abandoned wvent well over an ounce to the
ton. I suggest to the Mines Department the
sending of a couple of good prospectors with
a geologist to Hall's Creek for research
work.

The Minister for Mines: A geologist is on
his way to the Kimberleys now.

Mr. COVERLEY: I did not know that,
and I am indeed pleased to hear it. I stipu-
lated Hall's Creek for a specific reason.

The Minister for Mines: The geologist
is going to the Kimberleys. I do not know
about Hall's Creek.

Mr. COVERLEY: I stipulated Hall's
Creek because some four years ago a pros-
pecting party were sent by the Mines De-
partment to the Kimberleys, and that pros-
pecting party put in four months touring
in the vicinity of Turkey Creek, the only
place in the North-West that no one ever
accused of carrying gold. The result was
that the party, when they returned after
finding nothing, put in a report very de-
rogatory to the Kimberleys as a whole. We
do not want that experience repeated. In
future, when a geologist and a prospector
are sent to the Kimberleys, they should go
to the proper places, and then one day there
might be an announcement of re-opening of
Kimiberley goldfields.

The Minister for Mines: The geologist is
going to the Kimberleys principally in con-
nection with a copper and tin show.

Hon. G4. Taylor:' What is the position re-
garding oil?

Mr. COVFRLEY: They are still boring.
I support the remarks of the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) on the good Work
performed by officers and men of the State
Shipping Service. It is indeed pleasing to
know that the State line has become so pop-
ular since the arrival of the new boat, the
"Koolinda." I differ from the member for
Gascoyne in one respect. I have been an
ardent supporter of the State Shipping
Service as a trading concern for years, and
I ani not a recent convert under the carson-

fiage of public utility. I find it extremely
difficult to understand the reasoning of the
member for Gascoyne. Seeing that the State
ships have for years been trading along the
North-West coast and also with Java and
Singapore, and the latter in competition
with lines carrying coloured crews, I do not
know how the hon. member can take up the
position that the State Shipping Service is
a public utility.

Mr. Thomson: But he has always held
that view.

Mr. COVERLEY: I do not know how the
State ships can be regarded as a public
utility any more than the State brickworks
can be so regarded. T was rather disap-
lpointed with the Premier's reply of to-day
regarding the extension of the State Ship.
ping Service to Wyndham. A monthly ex-
tension to Wyndham and Port Dar-
win has long beetn desired. At pre-
sent the State boats go to Darwin
and Wyndham every two months. Apart
from the inconvenience to the public
of Wyndham and the back country, the
State Shipping Service are losing an enor-
mous trade with Port Darwin owing to the
fact that the Eastern boats call there every
month. If we were to send our State boats
to Darwin every month, it would not only
bring more freight to them, but also more
trade to Fremantle. Many of the Darwin
firms would be pleased to deal with the West-
ern Australian side if they could get a
monthly service there, as on the Eastern
side. I hope the Government will see fit
to place an order for another ship on the
same lines as the "Kootinda" and extend
their ser-vice to Darwin on a monthly basis
at the earliest possible date. As. regards
the Wyndisin Meat Works, it is pleasant to
know that they have again shown a profit,
even if that profit is small. For the financial
year ended on the 30th June, 1927, the bal-
ance over and above working expenses
amounts to £C868; but wve have to bear in
mind that the object of the works is to en-
courage the production of cattle. The aim
is to pay the best possible price to the pro-
ducers of cattle. That has been done: the
present price, I understand, is 12s. 6d. per
100 lbs., which is considerably above the
figure quoted by the member for Katanning
(11r' Thomson) as ruling at the Queensland
meat works.

Mr. Thomson: Only 2s.
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Mr. COVERLEY: But on a 5001b. bul-
lock the difference amounts to something
considerable. The member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Angelo) alluded to the proposed hand-
ing, over of the North-West to the Federal
Government. I wish to put the hon. mein-
her right as to the portion of that country
which it is proposed to hand over to the
Commonwealth. It is a long distance from
the electorate represented by my friend.
The matter was discussed by me on every
platform from which I spoke during the
election campaign. I have opposed, and
dlo oppose, the proposition from start
to finish, In every one of my speeches I
advised the electors that if ever the matter
camne before them by way of plebiscite, they
shlould vote against it. Both iny opponents
advocated the proposal, which amounts to
,separation, or in other words a separate
State. If the result of the election is to be
regarded as any indication of the wishes of
he northern people the Treasurer would

dto well to be extremely carefuil in his deal-
ings. with the Federal Government. I ssrg-
rest to the Premier that instead of -worrying

a lot about the Commonwealth proposal, lie
should proceed with the appointment of the
Royal Commission agreed to by Parliament
last session onl the motion of the member for
l'ilbara (.Nr. Lamiond). That Royal Com-
missionj was to inqnire into the position of
the North-West. I consider it neessary
that the Commission shall be appointed.
imumediately, if for no other reason than to
give members of this Chamiber andi the Coy-
einent themiselves the information neces-
sary to enable them to start negotiations
with the Commaonwealth Government. if
that course were adopted, it would at least
funnish the Government with something
concrete to place before the Federal an-
timorities. If there is any likelihood of nego-
tiations being opened up, the expeflsos in-
volved in the appointment of the Royal
Conlimission will nlot be wasted, because
when the financial aspects arc nnder con-
sideration, we canl inci~nde the cost of the
Rloyal Commission and make the Federal
Government pay for it. Recently I asked
a question regarding the pastoral leases that
expire in 1928. 1 asked that question for
the purpose of protecting mnyself when the
matter is brought before the Hlouse. I have
no0t been able to Make the inquiries, necEs-
sary at the Lands Department and there-
fore I intend to reserve my opinion until

[17]

the Bill is before the House. One other
matter concerning the Kimberley district is
the Vermin Act Amendment Act that wasi
dealt with last year. I have heard a lot of
criticism to which it is unnecessary to reply.
Most of it has emanated from members of
the Country Party. After all, the vermin
tax does not represent a tax but merely a
contribution towards the destruction of
pests in the interests of the produceingl comn-
mnimiity.

Mr. Lindsay: It is in the interests of thd
whole State.

31r. COVERLEY: Of course it is. The
pastoralists are prepared to pay their quota
towards, the destruction of the vermin.

Mr. Sampson: Don't you think all the
citizens of the State should contribute
towards that cost?

'Mr. COVER LET: Why should they?
The Mlinister for Mines: Yes, why shiould

everyone pay?
Mr. Sampson : Because it is of benefit to

the State as a whole to get rid. of the pest.
Mr. COVERLERY: Ia conclusion, I wouild

again stress the importance of the appoint-
ment of the Royal (oniisionl to inquire
into the position of tire 'North-West, for the
rea-sons I haqve already indicated.

MR. ROWE (North-EFrit Fremantle)
[10.48] : At the outset of my- remarks I
desire to express ily pleisure ait the privi-
lege coniterred upon inc of occupying- *t
seat in this lHouse. Particularly% do I feel
prTivileged in that I am representing a con-
stituency formredr'y represented for so many
rca ms hr tile lon. XV. C. An1gwin, one of
the best 111M xvho has laboured in the in-
ivrests of Iis, State. I have been
acquaminted with that gentleman for elo~e

pon 30 years, and I am sure that lie will
fill the position lie occupies at Present with
credit to himself and to the State. I
realise the dificalt part I hare to play in
following a nian of the calibre of 'Mr.
Arigwin. With the marich of time, how-
ever, and by strict attention to mny duties
arid the business of this Chamber, I intend
to dTo my best to follow as closely as I cani
in Iris footsteps.

Mr. Sampson: There canl be only one
Billy 9

Mr. ROWE: I have listened attentively
to the speeches delivered by various mem-
bers and I am delighted to think that they
arc all of one opinion, namely, that tire
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prospects of the State are of the brightest.
I refer particularly to the prospects of the
agricultural industry and the wheat export
trade. I was greatly impressed by the
speech delivered by the member for Toad-
yay (.%r. Lindsay), for his statement
awakened memories of 30 years ago. I
recollect that in those days we could not
gl-ow sufficient wheat in Western Australia
to meet the requirements of our own
population and I wvell remember handling
hundreds and hundreds of bags of wheat
that had been imported from South Aus-
tralia to meet the demand here. I have
watched the progress of tile State with
interest year by year and now the time has
arrived when we can grow sufficient wheat
to serve our own requirements and to export
to the world's markets as well. I have
also watched closely the expansion of the
Fremantle harbour. I wish to impress
upon the Government that the time has
arrived when matters relating to the liar-
l)outr at our chief port must be taken into
consideration seriously. On several occa-
sions last season there was the spec-
tacle of ships lying at anchor in Gage
Roads because no berths were avail-
able at the wharves. I trust that that
difficulty will be overcome during the
forthcomnini season. According to the re-
ports in the Press it is anticipated that
next season's wvheat yield will represent
upwards of 38,000,000 bushels, which will
he a larg~e increase on the quantity handled
last year. In those circumstances the fact
is pointed to conclusively that something-
must he done to provide extra accommoda-
tion for ships that will come to Fremantle
to lifet (our harvest. I am also interested
in the apprenticeship question. When
Passing along our streets and watchin~g
boys going to and coining from the various
schools, I often ask myself what prospects
they have of ever becoming- artisans or
mechanics, and of assuming their places on
the road to independence. I trust sincerely
that something will be done to enable the
rising generation to have the opportunity
of becoming tradesmen-

Mr. Sampson: Hear, hear! That is the
Spirit.

Mr. ROWE: I served my apprenticeship
for five years and T would have served six
years but foi- the fact that the contractor
concerned would not take me becanse I was
too small ! Dlespite that, however, I have

now a trade at amy finger tips, but for 35
years I have had no occasion to fall back
upon my trade. At the present moment,
however, 1 feel that I can compare myself
to an apprentice surrounded by so many
journeymen! I hope, by strict attention to
business, I shall become a journeymanL in
politics in due course. I wish to deal
briefly with the question of the supply
of trucks for the forthcoming harvest.
On several occasions recently men emn-
ployed along Ihe water front at Fre-
mantle have ]ad to cease w-ork at 10
arn, and sometimes at muidday, merely be-
cause no trucks were available for earny-
ing onl operations. Nothing is more disheart-
ening to men than to have to knock
off work, particula rly w'hen the wveather is
fine, because trucks are not available. I
was pleased to hear the Minister for Rail-
wvays state that a large number of trucks
will be available this Veal- in addition to
those in use last year. I ag1ree wvith thle
sta tenmen ts mnade In' the member for
Fremantle (Mr. iSleeiman) regarding thle
damaged wheat that wats exported re-
cently. Whether that "'as due to a
shortage of tarpaulins or jot. I amn
not in a position to state. I know,
however, that an inadequate supply of tar-
paulins has been at the disposal of the
Railway Department but I believe the Gov-
erment are making a big effort to over-
come that difficulty.

The Minister for Railways: We have done
SO'

Mr. ROWE: I am glad to hear that-
The hour is late and there are several
other questions that I wish to deal
with, but I can do so at greater length when
suitable occasions arise. For instance, we
will have an opportunity to discuss a Hos-
pitals Bill during the session, and I will have
something further to say on that question.
My 15 years experience in connection with
the working of hospitals enables me to deal
with the problems involved. We are also
promised a Bill to amend the Workers'
Compensation Act, and I will have some-
thing to say when that measure is before us.
My experience, extending over 25 years
while secretary of the Waterside Workers'
Federation at Fremantle, has afforded me
some idea of the advantages and disadvan-
tages of the existing Workers' Compensa-
tion Act. During that period I was act'vely
associated with the control of industry along
the water front, and hon. members may be
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Surprised to hear that the average number
of men injured while working there is 30
per month.

The Minister for Railways: Practically
one every day!

Air. ROWE: That is so. lecan also state
that that is a low estimate. In these cir-
cumnstances I can assure the House that I
shall be pleased to have the parent Act
amended. I have not much more to say at
the present juncture, but I hope in due
course to be able to speak at greater length
wvhen dealing with matters of interest to the
workers and to the State in general. I hope
to be able to impress hon. members with a
realisatioin of the fact that I intend to do
my best for the electors of Rortli-East Fre-
mantle, and for the State as a whole. I
realise that the country of which we are the
occupants is indeed a most valuable State
and it appears to me that there are a great
many people in Western Australia who do
not realise the value of the country we
own. A little while ago I was in Mel-
bourne and I was astonished at the ignor-
ance of the people regarding Western Aus-
tralia. I favour the suggestion made this
evening that a publicity officer should be
appointed and placed in control of work in
the Eastern States so that he might place
before the people there some idea of
the possibilities of Western Australia. I
will reserve further comment on matters of
interest for a future occasion and will con-
tent myself with supporting the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
jorinted.

House adjourned at 10.58 pa.
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The SPEAK~ER took the Chair at 4.30
pin., and read p~rayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-WHEAT
DUCTION.

PRO-

Branding of Bags.
Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for

Agriculture: Does he intend to bring be-
fore Parliament a Bill to provide that wheat
Laugs shall be branded?

Hon. H. M[LLINGTON (for the Minister
for Agriculture) replied: The advisability
of introducing legislation this session is mlii-
tier consideration.

Railways and Bulk Handling.

Mr-. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agriculture; Seeing that we are rapidly ap-
proaching tile 50,000,000 bushel mnark for
wheat production, is the building of railway
wagons being carried on with it view to
their future utilisaition when bulk handling
is forced upon this State?

Honi. -I. MILLNGTON (for the Minister
for Agriculture) replied: The Railway Do-
partmient advises that 255 all steel trucks
of 14 tons capacity arc being built at Mid-
land Junction workshops, and that these will
be suitable for the handling of bulk wheat.

QUESTION-SWAN VALLEY, ABAN-
DONED BLOCKS.

Mr. FERGU1SON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many blocks, previously held
by soldiers in the Swan Valley, have been


