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The PRESIDENT : The hon. member was
nut in order in guoting from “Hansard” of
the earrent session.

Hon. H. Scddon: These were remarks
by the Premier which I read in the Press,
and whieh I afterwards saw in “Hansard.”

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [12.56]: 1 move—

That the House at its rising adjourn to Tues-
day, the 6th September.

Question put and passed

House adjourned at 12.57 am. (Thursday).

Legislative BRssembly,
\Wednesday, 17th August, 1927,
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The SPEAKER flook the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETIES, SUBSIDY,

M., FERGUSON asked the Premier: Tn
view of the edueational value to the wen-
eral cornmunity of azricultural shows, will
the (overnment take steps to re-instate
the su'sidy to agrieuitural societies?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (for
the Premier) replied: It is regretted
that other and morve urcent elaims on
Government fonds make this impossihle at
present,
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QUESTION--STATE SHIPFING SER-
VICE, EXTENSION.

Me, COVERLEY asked the Premier: 1,
Do the State Shipping Service propose to
extend their monthly trips to Wyndham?
2, If so, when will the extension com-
mence ?

The MINISTER 1FOR RAJLWAYS (for
the Premier) rephed: 1 and 2, The pro-
vision of monthly trips would entail heavy
loss o the service under present condi-
tions, buf the maiter will be reconsidered
as developments warrant.

QUESTION—HALL’S CREEK, MEDI-
CAL OFTICER.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Health: 1, Does he intend financially to
assist the residents of Hall's Creek for
the appointment of a distriet medical offi
eer? 2, Tt so, to what amount?

T'he MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, The matter will be favourably con-
sidered if application he made in aecord-
ance with the adopted arrangement for
subsidised doectors. 2, Two-thirds of the
differenee between income from private
practice and £1,000 per annum. One $hird
of such difference would require to e
cuaranteed by a loeal committee.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth ‘Day.
Debate resumed from the previcus day.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.36]: I
have had the pleasure of speaking on the
Address-in-reply on numerons oeccasions.
This debate is supposed to present an
oppartunity for members to diseuss all
matters that they consider to be of im-
partance to the State.

Mr, Griffiths: Tt provides a good safety
valve,

Me. THOMSON: T hope some members
will not be superstitions of the fact that
this is the thirteenth Parliament. Possibly
some do teel that way and look forward to
the next elections with a certain amount
of trepidation. The latest election was re-
markable for the faet that it left the
personnel of Parlisment practieally uan-
changed and, in a sense, no eleetion need
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have taken place. It is true that the Con-
stitution provides for an clection every
three years, but the extraordinary result
of the latest contest was that all the
members save one who submifted them-
selves for ve-eleetion were returned with
a large majority. The Country Party have
reason to feel prond that they were the
only section that increased their numbers.
We have now arrived at the happy posi-
tion of having reached a perfect number,
because Country Pariy members now total
seven.

Mr. A. Wansbrongh: And in the thie-
leenth Parliament, too.

Me. THOMSON: T think the House will
ngree with me that the new member for
Maore {Mr, Ferguson) is a decided acquisi-
tion to our strength, and T feel sure that
he will prave ereditable to us generally. In
the @Governor's Speech one naturally
lnoked for a promise of a redistribution of
seats Bill. Prior to the expiration of last
Parliament. the Premier informed us that
sueh o measure wounld be introdueed at the
proper time and in the proper place. T
am mnot gning tn enumerate the various
clertorates or the number of electors for
each, but T think evervone will awrce
that a redistribution of seats Bill is long
averdue, | am one of those wha feel
that if we had had an equitable re-
distribution of seats, the results of the
cleetion would have been different. In ad-
dition, the Government would have heen in
a better position to claim that they had a
mandate from the country. I am not going
ta nuote figures, but it is quite possible that
the action of the Main Roads Board in
putting 600 odd men into various electorates
did affect the final results of the election.

The Minister for T.ands: It could not
have had the slightest influenece.

Mr. THOMSON: I think it had. In my
opinion there are at least three distriets in
whieh the action of the Main Roads Board
had a very material effect.

The Minister for Lands: Name those dis- -

triets.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not intend o men-
tion them; T am merely stating my views.
The matter has also heen dealt with by
other speakers and I do not propose fo
enter into details. The fact remains that a
rongiderable number of men were sent into
varions electorates just before the election.
I sincerely regret that such methods shounld
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have heen adopted, and 1 hope it will prove
to he the last occasion on which such
methods will be resorted to. It is the prin-
ciple to which 1 object. The principle was
wrong, and one cannot but admit that the
jwesent position is unsatisfactory.  When
the Government give consideration to a re-
distribution of seats Bill, I hope they will
not adopt the attitnde that, because they
were returned with a majority, they bave a
mandate to bring in redistribution on the
basis of one vote one valne, If they de so,
it will mean giving to the metropolitan area
one-half of the representation.

Mr. Sleeman: You do not believe in the
nne-vate-one-value principle?

Mr. THOMSOXN: I do not think the met-
repolitan area is entitled to half the repre-
sentation in Parliament. The Bill that was
introdueed by the previous Government laid
down a hasis that to my way of thinking
was sound and equitable in the interests of
the State as a whole. Therefore T hope that
when the Government intraduce their redis-
tribution of seats Bill, which they will be
compelled to do, it will be on a more equit-
able basis than that ontlined hy the memher
for Menzies (Mr. Panton) vesterday.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The member
for Fremantle represents only a quarter of
the nnmber represented hy the member for
Canning.

Mr. Sleeman: Bring in one vote one value
and T shall he with vou.

Mr. THOMSON: The member for Men-
zies told us vesterday that he favoured thr
one-vote-one-value prineiple.

Mr. Tanton: Noj T said that that was
what your side favoured.

Mr. THOMSON: Quite so, and hy way
of interjection T asked whether he was
willing that the metropelitan area shonld
have half of the representation in Parlin-
menft.

Mr. Panton: Did T answer “Yes” to that?

Mr. THOMSON: T understood so.

Mr. Panton: T said ndthing of the sort.

Mr. THOMSON: T regret if T misunder-
stond the hon. memher, T hope that when
the Clovernment introduce their Bill it will
he on such an equitable hasis as to give the
eountry fair and reasonable representation.

Mr. Panton: You take it for granted that
we are going to introduce a redistribution
nf seats Bill.

Mr. THOMSON: T think punblie opinion
will eompel the Government to do so. No
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one regrets more than I do the present un-
fortunate position of our goldfields areas.
The goldfields electorates are reaching a
very unfortunate position, and even the
Minister for Mines and the member for
Menzies must adit it, however reluctantly.
im my return from the Eastern States re-
¢ently 1 travelled over portion of the gold-
lields and 1 confess fo a feeling of great
sadness at seemg so many places, where
there ‘had onee been thriving townships,
from which the houses bad been removed
und where the country was quickly reverting
to its original bush condition.

Mr. Sieeman: Do not you think we should
have a more ecquitable method of electing
another place?

My. THOMSOX: That is a matter of
opinion. I have maintained in this House,
and 1 now maintain, that the present sys-
tem of electing another place is quite equit-
able and just.

Mr, Sleeman: We do not agree with you.

Mr. TIIOMSON: Of course the hon.
member does not, but I think the pablic of
Western Australia will agree with me. At
least in one House the householder, the man
with a stake, should have special representa-
tion. The present gunalification is a matter
of paying Gs. 9d. or 7s. per week rent, or
owning a block of land worth £50. Either
of those qualificationy entitles a mun te vote
for the Upper Chamber. Hon. members
opposite, T know, hold with the principle
of one vofe, one value.

The Minister for Mines: Who said so?

Mr., THOMSON: The member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Sleeman) has just been saying
s0.

Mr. Sleeman: T do not speak for many
members.

Mr. THOMSON: I am replying to the
hon, member’s interjection. Seven shillings
per week vent is a very low qualification,
and the property qualifieation of £50 like-
wise is not too high. For my part I have
maintained here, and I now maintain, that
the present system of electing another place
is just. People with a stake in the eountry
are enfitled to more consideration than those
who might be termed birds of passage. 1
am perfectly sure that, as stated by the
member for Avon (Mr. Griffiths), there are
thousands of people who have the right to
be on the Legislative Couneil roll but do not
bother to enrol. Indeed, the Minister for
Works himself, prior fto the last general
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election, said he was not entitled to vote
for the Legisintive Council. That was
his own fault, because the hon. gentle-
man does own property in this State of
the wvalue of £50. Surely to goodness
he could bave had his name on the
Legislative Council roll in respeet of the
house in which he resided.

The Minister for Mines: No, he could
not.

Mr. THOMSON: He was a honseholder.

Mr. Marshall: He was not a householder.
Nothing of the sort.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THOMSON : T was always under the
impression that a married man living in
o house was a householder.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister for Works
was not a householder.

Mr. THOMSOXN: He could have got on
the Legislative Counecil roll if he had
wanted to.

The Minister for Mines: He was dis-
qualified.

Mr., THOMSON : Any resident in a
house is entitled, if head of the house-
lwold, to exercise the Couneil franchise.

Mr. Sleeman: The Minister for Works
was nof head of the house at that time.

Mr, THOMSON: Then, was his property
in his wife’s name?

Mr. Sleeman: No¢, you are wrong.

Mr. THOMSON: Tf his property was not
in his wife’s name and if he was a housa-
holder, he was entitled to vote for the
Upper Chamber. At all events, the Min-
ister for Works does happen to own some
property at Pinjarra.

Mr. Sleeman: Now hLe does.

My, THOMSON : And he did then.
Therefore I still maintain that the hon.
zentleman was entitled to have his name
placed on the Legislative Counecil roll, and
that if his name was not on it nobody but
himself was to blame,

Mr. Marshall: You would not say that
if he were in the House.

Mr. THOMSON: I never make in the
absence of a man any stalement that I
would not make in his presence. I
have made this statement before, and on
the public platform. However, I shall not
pursue the matter further. I regret that
the Minister for Justice is nof in the
Chamber, as I wish to draw attention to
what may be considered the remarkable
partisan spirit exhibited by the Blectoral
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Department. In the metropolitan ares can-
vassers could be put on to go from house
to house to see that everyone eligible io
vote was placed on the electoral roll

Member: You do not blame the electoral
officers for that, do you?

Mr. THOMSOXN : The same thing applied
in the goldfields aveas, and at Geraldton,
Bunbury and Albany, T have no objection
whatever to the Electoral Department put-
ting on canvassers to see that the rolls are
full and complete, hui why confine the ve-
vision to the metropolitan seats, goldfields
seats, and the three ports? If it is fair
and just to inecur such expenditure in those
places, it is logieal to ask that the same
conditivns should apply to country dis-

tricts. At Northam no canvassers were
employed. It gives one caunse to wonder
why the Electoral Department put on

canvassers, paid by the Government, io
bring the rolls up to date in eertain elec-
torates while other electorates were left
alone. It makes one wonder what reason
actuated the Government in their aetion.

'The Minister for Mines : One of the
reasons was that we did not want to get
everybody in the eountry on the roll, or we
might have beaten you!

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot congratalate
the Minister on that interjection, for eer-
tainly no effort was spared to defeat we.
We had the Premier, Mr. Marshall, Mr.
Lutey and Mr. Heron in my distriet; and
they certainly spared no effort to prevent
my return. I bear those gentlemen no
ill-feeling whatever. They were perfectly
entitled to come to my district and fight
for the party with which they are allied.

Mr. Panton: It was just a change in
personnel since the previous eleetion.

Myr. THOMSON: That is so. The Gorv-
ernor’s Speech refers to our friemd Mr.
Angwin, who has gone to London as Agent-
General. T endorse the statement of pre-
vions speakers that that hon. gentleman
will do every justice to the State, but T
wish to take exception to the Govern-
ment’s action in eurtailing the services of
Sir Hal Colebatch, which were available
to the State for another three years if
desired. T am not speaking from any per-
sonal aspect whatever. From a pnublic
point of view I contend it is absolutely
undeniable that if we send 2 man to
repnusent this State in the Old Country, &
term of three yesrs is not long enough, 1i
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is mot a fair thing to ask a man to give up
his seat in Parliament and leave this State
and then, just when he has gained a proper
grip of things in London, to recall hin,

Mr. Panton: The same thing applies to
Minis{ers,

Mr. THOMSOX : With Ministers it is a
matter of the voice of the people. I do
bonestly consider that we should extend
the term of the Agent-General to at least
five or six years. ‘

The Minister for Lands: Prabably that
is reasonable, but it is not fair to say that
the (iovernment brought Sir Hal Colebatch
back. He fulfilled his term.

My, THOMSON : When the Premier re-
terned from Great Britain he stated, to
the Dest of wmy recollection, that he was
extremely gratified with the work Sir Hal
Colebatch was doing in the Old Country.
We were led to believe that Sir Hal wonld
have a renewal of his appointment. I fully
admit that three years is the period for
which ar Agent-General goes Home, and I
want to see that period cxtended so that
better results may Dbe secured for the
State. The ex-Agent-General had such an
exeellent grip of Old Conntry affairs, par-
ticularly from the publieity aspect, that I
feel it was an unfortunate mistake to make
the change when it was effected. I wanti
it to be clearly understood that I am not
casting any rveflection whatever on the
ability of the present occupant of the office
of Agent-General. T am sure that gen-
tleman wili do his duty to the State in
anotber sphere, for he will come into touch
with numbers of people with whom
probably the ex-Agent-General would not
have been brought inte eontact. The ex-
Agent-General, very fortunatelv for West-
ern Australia, had the ear of the British
Press; and I am just afraid that onr friend
the present Agent-General will not have as
good a command of the Press as Sir Hal
Colebatch had. What we want in the Old
Country is more publicity than we are met-
ting at present. There is sueh a thing as
knowing the ropes, and an old jourmalist
like Sir Hal Colebateh certainly possessed
that knowledge.

The Minister for Lands: Then we musi
always send journalists Home?

Mr, THOMSOX : I do not say that, One
suggestion of which I hope the Government
will make a noie is this: We pass certain
sums of money each year for expenditure
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incurred in the Agent-General’s office, aml
therefore I wmaintain that copies of the
Agent-General's reports should be laid on
the Table here and in another place exactly
in the same way as are the reports of other
departments.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : If we adopt the
financial agreement we shall not want an
Agent-General. _

Mr. THOMSQN: T think we shall. T ap-
peal to the Government to make a note
of my suggestion. FEvery member of Parlia-
ment should be fully conversant with the
doings of the Agent-General.

The Minister for Mines: I would like to
be, but 1 do not think he submits a report,

Mr, THOMSON: He should. Sir James
Connolly submitted reports. In fact, the
State is entitled to such reports.

Mr. Marshall: Sir James Connolly sul-
mitted an aceount here at one time.

Mr. THOMSON: And rightly so. I shall
deal with that matter. Good value was ob-
tained for the account.

The Minister for Lands: The Agent-
General does not make any reports,

Mr. THOMSON: 8Sir James Connolly
did, and his reports were most valuable.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Let us have that
report lie sent. T will ask for it to-morow.

The Minister for Lands: What report?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell : Six James Con-
nolly's report.

The Minister for Lands: I know nothing
about it.

Mr. THOMSON: There is such a report,
and the Leader of the Opposition knows
about it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T do not know
about it. T do not remember it.

Mr. THOMSON : We will leave it at that.
However, there was such s report. I ean
produee a copy of a report which was pre-
sented to me when in London. That report
was not written for me, becanse it was a
printed report.

Hon. G. Taylor:
dressed?

Mr. THOMSON : To the Government here,
The expenditure in connection with the
Agent-General’s offiee is inemrred on behalf
of this State, and members of Parliament
are entitled to have the Agent-Generals
reports placed hefore them. I wish to repeat
my statement—I vegret that the Premier
is not in his chair—that in my opinion the
present Government made n serious mistake,

Toe whom was it ad-
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a big blunder, when they sold the Agent-
General’s bouse in the Oid Country. Wu
were in the happy position of having what
might be termed an ambassador representing
Western Australia in London. We had our
own house there, and that ecirecumstance had
a considerable effect. Now, unfortunately,
we are in the position of having our Agent-
(ieneral living either in a flat or in a hotel.
1t earried greater weight in the eyes of the
public when Western Australia had  an
official vesidence for its Agent General.
After all, the world takes a public man at
his own official valuation. The mere pro-
vision of an official residence demonstrated
to the British people that we had confidence
in our State and desired our Agent General
to be housed in conditions consonant with
the dignity and prestige of his office.

The Minister for Lands: One Agent-Gen-
cral did not desire to have the official resi-
dence.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Tt was too big.
He could not afferd to keep it up.

The Minister for Lands: That is seo.

Mr., THOMSON: I will deal with that
phase when the Budget is before us. We
shonld not be content with any loss of dig-
nity where the State’s interests are con-
cerned, If we send a man home to repre-
sent us in London, we shounld provide him
with an allowance sufficient to enable him
to maintain a proper residence. We should
not be parsimonious in that direction,

The Minister for Railways: There i3 a
difference between parsimony and lavishness,

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. I bave been
to London and I have a knowledge of the
position. I believe the Government made a
serious blunder when they disposed of ho
official residence. No doubt the Premier was
influenced by the feelings of at least one of
the Agents-General, but gentlemen holding
that office are our ambassadors, and we
should place them in a position to enable
them to maintain an official residence with
dignity to themselves and credit to the State.
Another matter referred to in the Governov’s
Speech is the approaching visit of Col. L.
C. Amery, the Secretary of State for the
Dominions. When the British Parliamen-
tary Delegation were here, I was disap-
pointed with the proceedings in this Cham-
ber, when we were asked to meef the dele-
gates and discuss migration matters with
them. There was actually no discussion at
all. T am prepared to admit that the
then Minister for Lands, Hon. W. (.
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Angwin, made a very full statement on mi-
gration matters and in my enthusiasm for
that subjeet L suggested one or two ways
in which migration matters could be im-
proved. In times of stress we could have
additional assistance in defence matters if
we were able to induce British seamen from
the Old Country to engage in the fishing
industry Lere. I made that suggestion dur-
ing the course of my remarks. I know we
are sincerg jn our desire for s genuine
migration policy. and f there had been a
round table conferemee with the delegates.
they would have left Western Australia
feeling more optimistic than they did. Had
a general discussion taken place, we might
have been able to impress upon the dele-
gates the advantage that would acerue to
residents of their own electorates if they
were persnaded to give Western Australia
their first consideration. T know the Gov-
crnment of the day put their views before
the delegation, hut when Colonel Amery
visits the State I hope we shall have the
privilege of a round table conference with
him, for I am convineed it would prove
heneficial to Western Australia. Mr. Amery
is one of the great statesmen of the Empire.
He is a man of vision, who believes in
migration within the Empire. He logks
upon the transference of Britishers from
the Mother Land to Australia as merely the
removal of those individuals from one part
of the Imperial dominions to another. That
is the spirit we want to ineuleate, and there-
fore | hope we shall have an opportunity
to diseuss this important question with
him.

The Minister for Mines: T should like to
have the opportunity to discuss his itinerary
when Colonel Amery is in Western Ans-
tralia, but we shall not have that privilege.

Mr. Heron: Who is the
itinerary ?

The Minister for Mines: The Common-
wealth Government, of course. We are be-
ing ignored again.

My, THOMSON: 1 regret that. TIf the
position were put before the Commonwealth
Government, no doubt we would have an
opportunity to assist in arranging Colonel
Ainery’s itinerary.

The Minister for Mines: We have put
the position before the Federal authorities.

Mr. THOMSON: Colonel Amery 15 de-
sirous of advancing the interests of the Em-
vire, and of the various parts of the British

arranging

(ASSEMBLY.]

Jominions. I think we could advance the
unterests of the State if we had an oppor-
sunity of dealing with these matters with
him.

The Minister for Mines: Don’t you think
the Western Australian Government are in
a better position to say where Colonel
Amery should go in Western Australia than
are the officials of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment?

Mr. THOMSON: I agree with the Min-
ister entirely. I hope it is not too late mow
for the Government to impress upon the
Federal anthorities that we should have the
task of arranging the itinerary. We are all
aware that arrangements were made for the
Duke and Duchess of York, but they were
alteved because public opinion was so
strongly in favoor of an alteration. Surely
the Federal Government mnust have some
officers in the State with whom they could
confer. Are those arrangements heing made
in conjunction with the Secretary of the
Premier’s Department?

The Minister for Mines:
not.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I think we
should ask Colonel Amery o be our guest
while he is here.

The Minister for Mines: All that we have
been asked is a question concerning the cons
dition of certzin roads over which Colonel
Amery is to travel. We have been asked
whether the party will be able to procead
over them.

Hon. G. Taylor: What has Mr. Shapeott
to say about this?

The Minister for Mines: He has as much
to do with it, as he bad in the arrangement
ol the IJuke's itinerary or that of Mr. Broee
himself.

Mr. THOMSON: Well, I hope this mat-
ter will be arranged properly. Regarding
the financial position we have tn congratn-
late ourselves on having recorded a surplus
~—according to the statement issued pub-
licly, There is no dounbt we arc doing re-
markably well for surh a small handful of
people. It is astonishing to think that our
revenue last year awmounted to £9,750,833
and our expenditure to £9,722588, leaving
a surnlus of £28,245. T congratulate the
Government upon the financial result, if it
represents the trne state of affairs,

The Minister for Railways: Why put n
that qualifieation?

No, they are
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AMe. THOMSON: The statement made by
the member for West Perth (Mr, Davy) last
night was a very scathing indictment. So
far as 1 can judge, and taking the Premier’s
statement, it seems to me that if the Trea-
sury officials have been juggling our finaa-
cial returns for years past, it is time =»
Roval Comumission was appointed to inquire
inte our Anances.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You do not
sugrest that that has been done for years
past? .

Mr. THOMSON: On that point I will
read a statement published in the “West
Australian” on the 18th July last—

Commenting on Saturday on Sir James Mit-
chell’s eriticism of the finaneial position, the
Treasurer (Mr. P. Collier) gaid that Sir James
had endeaveoured to show that the position was
worse to-day than it was when he left office,
and to do so had staled that the surpius had
heen ereated by the simple process of not pay-
ing the interest bill,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Anyone ean
see that; he did noft pay the interest.

Mr. THOMSON: T am merely reading
the Premier's own statement. He con-
tinned—

I must take strong execption to that stute-
ment, and the conclusion which Sir James has
applied to it. [ do not think Sir James has
dong eredit to himself in attempting to show
that the State is 1n a8 worse position to-day
than it wns when he left office, simply because,
during the election campaign, he made a fool-
ish prophecy that there would be a deficit of
a quarter of a million pounds at the end of
the financial year. I have not departed from
methods adopted by Sir James Mitchell when
he was Treasurer, and I have not manufac-
tured a surplus by avoiding the State’s cbliga-
tions to meet payments.

The Minister for Mines: That is true.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It is abso-
lutely not true! You did not pay the in-
terest bill and the Premier has sinee said
%0 himself.

Mr. THOMSON :
tinues—

The statement con-

All interest due to stoek holders up to the
end of the financial year has been paid.
What is the position?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Anyone can
see the position from the Public Accounts.

Mr. THOMSON: T regret the Premier is
not bere. If he were in his seat we could
ask him what he meant by thiz statement
that be had not departed from previcus
methods.
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The Minister for Railways: He meant
what he said.

Mr. THOMSON: I am not blaming the
Premier, Siv James Mitchell, or anyone else,
but if the method has been adopted all along
of charging wp amounts from loan funds
to revenue, then something is wrong.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Flow could that
be done?

Mr., TEOMSON: The statement was
made by the member for YWest Perth last
night that he could prove that something
like £100,0%0 had been taken into consoli-
dated revenne by means of raising money ab
1 per eent. and taking eredit in revenue for
anything from 4 per cent. to 5% per cent.
He said that had been charged up against
the group settlers; at least I assume it was
charged up agatnst them beeause the group
settlements constituted the only Government
activity to get the advantage of the cheap
nioney.

The Minister for Railways: The group
settlers are not paying that money.

Mr., THOMSON. That was the point
raised by tiie member for West Perth. He
said that anything from 5 to 6! per cent.
was being charged up for money for which
the State had to pay 1 per cent, and that
the Treasurer had taken credit for that
addittonal percentage in his revenue returns.
T think I have repeated his statement cor-
reetly,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
not.

Mr. Marshall: Yon two will he getting
in a tangle, if you continue!

Mr. THOMSON: That was the statement
upon whick the member for West Perth chal-
lenged the Government. If that is the sys-
tem adopted with our finanees, then it is
time it was changed. The surplus has been
announced not by the Premier, but by the
Treasury officials, who after all are the men
responsible and who put up the figures.
While the Treasurer is responsible to this
House, practically the work is the work of
the Treasury officials. If they have misled
the Treasurer and the State, it iz time fo
see that we have a change in our Treasnry
officials. I urge npon the Government that
the Auditor Gencral's report should be placed
on the Table at the earliest possible moment.
That officer is the only one who will be able
to give the Honse a true digest of the po-
sition.

The Minister for Mines: We cannot direct
him as to his report.

No, vou have
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Hon. G. Taylor: And a good job, teo.

Mr. THOMSON: But we ecan ask him,
in view of the position and of the criticism.
One cannot but be impressed by the eriti-
vism put up by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, for no one in the House is better able
than he is to disseet the fizures placed before
us by the Treasurer., The Leader of the
Opposition oceupied the position of Treas-
urer for five years, and so is in a far better
position than anybody else to eriticise the
figures submitted to the House. It is very
easy for a private member in going through
such a maze of figures to be misled, despite
the fact that he bas the public aceounts to
turn to. So I say the Auditor General's re-
port should be placed on the Table at the
earliest possible moment in order that mem-
bers may be able to get a proper grip of
the true position. I trust we have turned
the financial eorner and are now much
nearer to being able, not only to pay our
way, but to reduce the aceumulated deficit,
and above all to reduce taxation and render
lichter the burdens imposed on the people
ereating the wealth of the country. The
Premier was in the happy position of being
able to have a balance of £58,000 from
sinking fund and to have the satisfaction of
the earmarking in antieipation of the £150,-
000 to be paid if the financial agreement is
aceepted by the States and the Common-
wealth. That £150,000 is eertainly going to
be a saving to the State from the Treasurer’s
point of view, but his attitude is a little dif-
ferent from what it was when I suggested
that he should reduce taxation and antici-
pate the amount we are going to receive
from the Disabilities Commission, How-
ever, I do not propose to pursue the gues-
tion of the surplus any further just now,
for we shall have the opportunity to discuss
the finances of the State more fully when
the Budget comes before us. We have had
a remarkable experience of Premiers since I
have been in Parliament, I remember when
we had “Gone-a-Million-Jack,” who told us,
of course, that the million pounds deficit had
gone into the pockets of the people. Then
we had our late Treasurer, who was known
—1T hope he will not take offence at this—
as “Moo Cow Mitehell ™

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: It is a very
good name, and T am muneh obliged to the
people who gave it to me.

Mr. THOMSON: I think we should cer-
tainly dub the present Premier “Collier the
Lucky.” '

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Panton: “Collier Lhe
Genius"?

Mr. TIIOMSON: No, I eould not cal
him that, beeause he would not be entitled
to it.

AMr. Panton:
other one, either.

Mr., THOMSON: Yes he 1is; there
ean be no doubt about thai. No Treasurer
since llesponsible Government in Western
Australia has been so fortunate as the pre-
sent Treasurer in respeet of the treatment
regeived from the Federal Government. He
has come in on the flood tide. For years
we Dad successive deficits, and by the vigor-
ous land development policy inaugurated by
{his side of the House, with the aid of the
present Government—of course, we all say
that; by the vigorous development policy that
hus been in existence and by the heneficence
of divine Providence in furnishing bounti-
ful barvests, we have produced over 30,000,-
000 bushels of wheat.

Mr. Sleeman: Are we noi to get any
credit for good seasons?

Mr. THOMSON: If the Premier can
rightfully take credit for the seasons, I say
may he continue Premier of the State for all
time, because then we shall always have good
seasons, since we shall have at the head
of the State the man who can give them to
us. Bul nobody on either side of the House
is responsible for the good seasons, As for
saying that Mr. Collier is a genius, I ask
what my friends opposite would have said
if we had had a repetition of the 1914 sea-
son? They then would have said, “How
unfortunate that we should have come in vn
a bad season.” Buf because they have had
good seasons, which have been reflected in
the amount of money paid in every direction
and in the revenue of the railways—T shall
come to that presently

My, Panton: What has been wrong with
the seasons sinee 19179

Mr. THOMSON: I am prepared to give
the Government every credit to which they
are entitled.

Mr. Sleeman: Remember how the Labonr
Party were hlamed for the drought of 1914,

Mr. THOMSON: I give the Government
eredit for all they are entitled to, but omne
hesitates to say too much in their favour.

The Minister for Lands: You were alwavs
eautions.

Mr. THOMSONX ; I have good oecasion fo
be. If one is considered to be a carping

Why not

He 1s not eatitled to the
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eritie, he is regarded as no good and up
against the Government. But if one wishas
to be fair and give the Government all the
credit they deserve, one learns at the mext
general election what the Leader of the
Country Party or someone else has said.
For instance, at the last general election
pamphlets were sent out beecause one dele-
gate at our previous conference stated
that in his opinion the Western Australian
Labour (Government were the best Labour
Government the State had ever had. That
was broadeast, and it led people to infer that
it was the concensus of opinion of our pen-
ple. So one is naturslly diffident in refer-
ving to the good qualities of the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: That delegate's
opinion was an honest one.

Mr. THOMSON : Of course it was, but it
was not the opinion of the conference. That
gentleman was quite entitled to his opinicn,
but the trouble was that our friends seized
it as a reason why people in the country
should vote for the Government.

The Minister for Lands: I believe that
delegate of yours did vote for the Govern-
ment.

Mr. THOMSON : He may have done so.
In my opinion the present Treasurer can
well be dubbed “Collier the Lucky,” becanse
no Premier of this State since the early days
of John Forvest has ever heen so fortunate
as Mr. Collier. We hope that these good
seasons will continue, and that in conse-
quence the satisfactory prices prevailing for
our wheat and wool will be maintained. The
Treasurer has seized every opportunity to
assail the Federal Government. Yet never
before have we had a Federal Government
so sympathetic with Western Austraila.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Charlton
would have done far more for us.

Mr. THOMSON:: That is a matter of
opinion.

The Minister for Lands: His programme
was to pay us £450,000 per annum for 25
years—and he is a man who keeps his
promise.

Mr. THOMSON: But it would have been
for the Federal Government to decide.
When the Minister for Lands was sitting on
these very eross benches he was at liberty
to get up and speak with the utmost free-
dom as to what he thought should be done;
but to-day, with the responsibilities of office
upon bim, he is not nearly so free to say
what he thinks. There we have the situa-

[16]
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tion also of Mr. Charlton, who is not in a
position to do what the Bruce Government
have done. It was the present Federal Gov-
ernment that brought into being the Dis-
abilities Commission that secured £565,942
for this State.

The Minister for Mines: And the Federal
Government refused to give it to us.

Mr. THOMSON : But you have had it.

The Minister for Mines: For one year!

Mr. THOMSON: You had that money
on your last year's Estimates, and £200,000
of it has gone to reduce your taxation, while
the Minister for Mines bas in his control,
pending the decision of the Governmént,
£165,000 to be spent for the henefit of the
mining industry, provided it gives some re-
tarn. All this has come from the Federal
Government.

The Minister for Lands: Mr. Charlton
would have given it to us for 25 years.

Mr. THOMSON: On that point the Min-
ister is more optimistic than I am. Those
were not the arguments used in this House
last session. However, I will reserve my
eomments on the finaneial proposals until a
later date. The State Government have had
£665,924 from the Federal Government by
way of two years of the disabilities grant;
£796,000 to write down losses on the returned
soldiers and £386,000 from the Federal Aid
Roads Grant. I doubt very mueh whether
Mr. Charlton would have done what the
present Federal Government have done, or
would bave adopted the poliey of that Gov-
ernment in contributing to Western Aus-
iralia on a population and area basis. The
great. bulk of the votes relied npon by
Mr. Charlton’s party come from the cities,
and we know the keen opposition that was
shown by the cities to those proposals, par-
ticularly that of the Federal Aid Roads
Grant. I doubt very much whether the party
my friend represents would have given
Western Australia as good treatment as we
have received from the Bruce Government.
However, I want to draw attention to the
fact that we have had in those three items
£1,747,924, That has helped to lighten the
burden and put the Premier in the happy
position of producing his surplus.

The Minister for Railways: That is for
the good of the State.

Mr. THOMSON: I quite agree. I am
eglad we have a PFederal Government in
power who recognise our rights. This Par-
liament will be able to tell the Premier
many ways in which he can spend his
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surplus of £28,000. I could use it in my
own distriet, and no doubt other members
could do the same in their distriets,

Mr. Kenneally: And you ¢ondemned the
officers for the part they played.

Mr. THOMSON : The hon. member is
trying to put into my mouth something T
did not say.

Mr. Kenneally: Will you not stand up to
what you say?

My, THOMSON: I am always prepared
to do that. What I said was, “1f the state-
ment that was made by the member for
West Perth is correct”—

Mr. Kepneally: Ah, is that it?

Mr. THOMSON: “These offieers shounld
be indicted for putting a false finanecial
statement before the Treasurer and befora
the people.” We ought to appoint a Com-
mission, but we can only do that when wn
have the Aunditor General’s report before
us. Strietly speaking, we should hkave a
public works and accounts committee. I
have advoecated that for years, and cannai
understand why Parliament bas not adopted
the principle. It is in existence in Federal
circles, and in practieally every nther
State. The Public Works Committee has
saved the Commonwealth many hundreds
of thousands of pounds, If we had such a
committee here, composed of members of
Parliatient, we should be in a happier posi-
tion in regard to many of onr financial
proposals. Members of Parliament have
been furnished with a financial statement.
Some say there is a surplus and others say
there has been deliberate misrepresentation,
and that the statement of the Premier is
not correct. A pnblic accounts cominittee
would be in a position to bring the Auditor
General before it, and wnpon his evidence
{o place the facts before the Houze. I ask
any member who is removed from political
hias whether he can give a fair gpinion re-
zarding the finaneial position, Very few
could do so, Naturally members sivting be-
hind the Government will back them up.

The Minister for Lands: Members who
went out on the last election and eclaimed
that the Government had not reduced
taxation were not competent to give an
unbiassed opinion. They did not tell the
troth.

Mr. THOMSON: What we want is an
accounts committee made up of all politi-
cal sections.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Griaffiths: It has worked very well
in South Afriea.

Mr. THOMSON: There is grave doubt
as to the financial position. Such a eom-
mittee would be able to call the oflicers be-
fore it, and be able to place the facts
before wmembers. If I go to the Treasury
or the Audifor General, how much informa-
tion shali T get? One cannot expect the
officers to give it.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will give you any
information you should have.

Mr. THOMSON: The hon. member is an

‘old Parliamentarian and knows the posi-

tion.

Hon. &. Taylor: 1 have never bheen re-
fused legitimate information.

Mr. THOMSON: They will give him the
information he asks for, and that is all.
He would be none the wiser for it. I am
very keen upon the appointment of =
public works and aceounts committes,
Muech good could he aceomplished by it.
The illustration I have given would show
how far we wounld get at the facts. I re-
gret that there is such a divergence of
opinion in the ¥ouse as to the present
financial position. The Treasnrer states
that it is correct, and the ex-Treasurer and
others say it is not correct.

The Minister for Lands: The ex-
Treasurer could not get within a quarter
of a million pounds of his Estimates.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not a fair in-
terjection.

The Minister for Lands :
Judze of Estimates.

Mr». THOMSON ;: The position is not
parallel. I wish to do justiee to the
Leader of the Opposition. He was not in
the happy position of the present Govern-
ment in the matter of finaneial aid, which
in three items alone amounts to £1,700,000.
On topn of that there has heen a redunetion
in interest.

The Minister for Lands: T am not refer-
ring to interest, but to the faet that he did
not get to within a nquarter of a million of
his Estimates.

Mr. Bampson : The surplus has been
vigorously ecriticised, and the House awaits
an explanation.

The Minister for Mines: No explanation
will satisfy you. No one would expect it.
You open your mouth and say the same
thing over and over again.

He was no
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Mr. THOMSON: We are spending large
sums of money on railways, water supplies
and roads. If we had a public accounts
committee it would provide a good safety
valve and a safeguard for the Government.
No big publiec work is approved by the
Commonwealth Government unless it has
been investigated by the Publiec Works
Committee. Snch 2 committee would have
saved this State many bundreds of thou-
sands of ponnds. I do not prupose to deal
now with the financial agreement. That
will be dealt with fully by the House when
the Premier submifs the proposal. I adhere
to the statement I made to the House dur-
ing the last Parliament. I regret that the
Premiers, when they were discussing the
financial agreement, put up no alternative;
in fact, they hardly discussed the matter
at all. When the Commonwealth Govern-
went said, “You will not tell us what you
want,” the whole thing was abolished.
Laater on another propoesal was put up to
ilie Premiers. 1f the smaller States had
vombined together and put up a counter
proposal, when they were first asked to
disenss the matter, who knows but we
might have bad better conditions than are
now offered. I do not know what is in
the present agrcement. We have had only
the statements that have appeared in the
Press, and are told it is not wise to take
any nolice of such things., T will regerve
any critieistn I may bave until the agree-
ment is placed before us. Judging from
the statements that have been pubiished,
Western Australia is greatly advantaged
Iy what it has heen given. The Speech
refers {o our production reeords, to a
reeord harvest of 30,041,000 bhnshels, to the
fact that a greater acreage under wheat
is anticipated, to the reeord advance in the
number of sheep from 6,861,000 to 7,436,312,
to the bountiful rainfalls in the pastoral
areas, and to the inereases that has
taken place generally., That 1is very
satisfactory to the State. The Govern-
ment have been fortnnate in the good
seasons they have experienced. ILong
may they eontinue. Our wool and our
wheat are the staple indusiries of
Western Aunstralia, and the foundation of
our financial position. For the first time
sinee the war the froitgrowers bave had an
adeqnate return for their labours. I trust
the legislation the Government propose to
introduce will not impose further burdeas
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upon our primary industries, Even now
an attempt has been made to increase the
burdens suffered by the people on the land.
I hope the Government will seriously con-
sider on amendment to the Land Tax and
Ineome Tax Assessment Aet, velating to sueh
industries that cannot pass on taxation, The
Government should remove the present anom-
alies, and allow a deduetion from land tax
and income tax in the ease of land that is in
full use for primary production. The Min-
ister for Lands said that the statements
that were made to the effect that the Gov-
ernment had inereased taxation were not
correet. It is rather difficnlt to wnderstand
that remark, Prior to the amendment of
the Land Tax and Income Tax Assessment
Act, and the imposition of the additional
land tax, those engaged in primary produc-
tion had to pay only one tax.

The Minister for Lands: It was an income
tax after all.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government ssv
these taxes are small. There is snch a thiuge
as the last straw. Tt is only a fiddling thing,
but aceording to tradition it was the last
straw that broke the camel’s back.

The Minister for Lands: Look at the re-
duction in income tax,

Mr. THOMSON: Who made that reduc-
tion possible? Was it the administrative
ability of the Government, or was it because
the Federal authorities made nus a grant for
our disabilities?

The Minister for Lands: That is not the
point.

Mr. THOMSON: The Treasurer ear-
marked from that amount £200,000, wherebx
he conld reduee our income tax by 333 per
cent. .

Mr. Lutey: What would you have done$

Mr. THOMSON: I have indicated that.
I agree that the reduction was necessary.
Every other branch of industry in the State
benefited by it.

The Minister for Lands: Not the worker,

Mr. THOMSON: He had the benefif of
it. BEvery person who paid income tax to
the State Government benefited by it. Every
section of the eommnnity participated in the
benefit.

Mr. Lutey: The farmers included.

Mr. THOMSOX : T have said so, but the
farmoers were the only people who were ear-
marked to pay an increase. I am dealing
with income tax, not Customs dufies. Every-
one derived a henefit by the reduction of
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the supertax, but it was the Legislative
Couneil that compelled the Government to
aholish it. If members opposite care to read
“Hansard” they will find that is so.

The Minister for Lands: We agreed to
that.

Mr. THOMSON : Of course, at the sngges-
tion of the Legislation Council the Premier
acquiesced in the proposal made by the
other Chamber. That Heuse said to the
Premier, “We will pass your land tax pro-
vided you agree to abolish the supertax,”
and the Premier agreed to do so in two
moieties. The Government arve now claiming
credit for something thai they were com-
pelled to do.

The Minister for Lands: The Upper House
increased the land tax,

Mr. THOMSON: No; how can the Upper
House inerease taxation?  They are not
permitted to do so. All the taxpayers par-
ticipated in the reduetion of the ineome tax
by 334 per cent. and it remained for the
present Government to impose class legisla-
tion on the primary producers by compelling
them to pay double tax. Merchants and
others pay onlv income tax and that was
reduced by 33% per cent. Those who were
making their living from the land prior to
the introduction of the amending Aect by the
present Government were permitted to de-
duet their land tax from their income tax.
The present Government, however, ecompels
those who get their living from the land to
pay not only income tax but land tax as
well. Tt is also a recognised principle in
conneetion with ineome taxation that there
ghall be an exemption. The present Gov-
ernment wiped out the exemption of £2/0
and now they make people pay right up to
the hilt.

The Minister for Railways: Have you any
land?

Mr. THOMSON.: Yes.

The Minister for Railways: And do yon
pay more taxation?

Mr. THOMBON: Yes, I pay more. 1
want to bring under the Minister's notice
this viewpoint: I might say that I quoted
it very extensively during the elections. Tf
a man invests £5,000 in city property or
in a business, he is taxed wpon the income
he derives from that business.

Mr. Lutey: Does he not pay land tax?

Mr. THOMSON: If he does, he is able
to pass it on, whereas the man making a
living from the land camnot pass it on,

[ASSEMBLY.]

As 1 was saying, if a wman invests
his money in a business he pays only
one tax on the income he derives from
the money he has invested. If he invests
bis £5,000 in Iand and he makes his living
from that land, the present Government,
which reduces taxation, compels him to pay
income tax on the income he derives from
the eapital he invests, and also makes him
pay land tax.

The Minister for Lands: All workers are
taxed on the blocks they own.

My, THOMSON: Of course they are.
They pay the magnificent sum of half a
crown. T hope the Minister will be able to
persuade Cabinet to submit an amendwment
to the Act. I maintain that we are entitled
to bave the original section reinstated. I
nssure the Minister that if ever we are in
the position of administering the affairs of
the State, that will he one of the first of
our acts—the amendment of the taxation
legislation so that the farmer shail pay
only one fax,

Mr. Lutey: Consumers in the city pay.

My, THOMSON: 1 would advise my
friend to look into matters a little more
fully before he makes a statement of that
description. TWhen the measuore was intro-
duced by the Premier he stated that the
metropolitan area would pay more than
half. That has not been horme out by re-
sults. He also said that he was going to
give it back to the people in the country by
way of reduction of railway freights. The
Governmment did reduce freights by about
£40,000 but the reduction was made
on freights that did not benefit the people
who are paying land fax in the counfry.

The Minister for Railways: The rvedue-
tion did not benefit the railways.

Mr. THOMSON: The reductions were
made on a class of goods in respect of the
carriage of which the railways had ecompeti-
tion, and it was a class of goods from which
the producers did not earn any income,

The Minister for Lands: Then suppose
we reimpose the freights%

Mr. THOMSON: It is all very well to
mpke that statement. I am hoping that the
Government will see their way to reduce
freights and not to reimpose or increase
them. We find that in the Taxation De-
parfment’s returns for 1922—the latest
available—the metropolitan area contri-
buted 43.74 per cent. and the country 56.26
per cent, That shows that even hefore the
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Act was passed, the country districts were
paying more than the metropolitan area.
On the revaluations that are taking place,
and they are by no means completed, we
find that the valuations in the country areas
bave been increased by S51.02 per cent.

Mr. Lutey: Of course you are pleased.

Mr, THOMSON: Naturally. The valua-
tion of the metropolitan area is set down
at 51701 per cent. inerease.  That
proves conclusively that the Premijer
mintentionally oy otherwise misinformed
the House. As a matter of fact, the
statements made by members on the ¢ross-
benches when they fought the introduction
of the measure, have since been horne
out by the fact that with the increased
valuations in the couniry, the greater part
of the tax will be borme by those resident
in the country.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: This Government
was not responsible for that increased tax.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course it was the
present Government. If the hon. member
turns ap the division list he will find that
members oppeosite voted solidly.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: No.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, the present Gov-
ernment increased the tax and not only did
they do that, but they did away with privi-
lezes that had been enjoyed. At an early
date we propose to place before the Premier
a number of suggested amendments which
we think it desirable, in the interests of the
primary producer, should be made to the
Act. I hope those amendments will receive
favourable consideration. I trust also that
the (Government will give serious considera-
tion to our request that the individual who
is making his living wholly from the soil
should pay one tax only. I repeat that the
present tax is unjnst and unfair, Dealing
with land settlement, I wish to say that if the
pendulum had swung as we hoped it would,
we would have endeavoured to put into
effect the policy that we have advoeated.
I am proud of the fact that the policy
which was practically laid@ down by the Pri-
mary Producers’ Association some years ago
is to-day actually the law of the land. That
applies to land settlement and even to
groups, but not to the management of the
groups. Had we been in a position to ad-
minister the affairs of the State we would
have endeavoured to give effect to some of
those principles. I commend to the earnest
consideration of the Government, who will
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control the destinies of the State during the
next three years, some of the planks that
we would have put into force had we been in
a position to administer the affairs of the
State.

Until an equitahle and systematic basis of
land valuation, on the lines laid down in the
Land Valuation Act of New Zealand, has been
determined by Parliament, we are opposed to
all further taxation of land. We are opposed
to any increase in taxation until satisfied that
every effort has been made in the direction of
economical administration and the reinstate-
ment of exemptions and rebate of tax on land
used for agricultural purposes, which were re-
moved by the Collier Government in 1524
Apgricultural Bank advances should be made
for the development of light landa. The ex-
emption of all agricultural lands from taxa-
tion for five years from the date of selection.
The c¢o-ordination of the Agricultural Bank
and Lands Department in regard to settle-
ment of newt areas in order to agssess the
amount of advance to be made.

Let me explain our views on the last-men-
tioned clause. While the Department of
Agriculture, the Lands Department and the
Agricultural Bank are apparently working
in co-ordination they seem to be as far apart
as the poles in actusl practice. It is the
duty of the Lands Department to find land
for scttlement, survey it, and classify it.
When the land is thrown open for selection
we broadcast to the world the faet that we
are prepared to give assistance to settlers by
means of advances from the Agriculfural
Bank. That is not so. I regret that the
member for Yilgarn is not in his seat, be-
cause he could bear ouf the statement I am
about to make. A deputation that waited
on severa] members requested that steps
shonld be taken to provide financial assisi-
ance for men who had gone on the land,
In portion of the Yilgarn electorate which
is just on the border of my distriet, 14 men
have taken up land and are actually on
their boldings. They have spent over £3,000
of their own money on the work of erecting
homes, clearing and bringing their land
under cultivation, According to the con-
ditions binding the trustees of the Agricul-
tural Bank, those settlers cannot get ad-
vances. The bank trustees reply to their re-
quests, “We are sorry for you, but you went
out there of your own free will and aceord.
We told yon we conld noft grant you any
advances and so you cannot get any” The
Country Party believe that if the Govern-
ment throw open the land for selection, the
Government should back their opinion. They
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should do exactly”as they did in the Esper-
ance distriet. You, Mr. Speaker, know what
wns done there, and probably you were
partly responsible for it, as you re-
present that jportion of the State.
The Agricultural Bank was indemnified
for the amounts advanced to setilers
for opening up and developing all
the Esperance area. That was a very wise
policy for the Government fo adopf, be-
eause since then we have constructed a rail-
way through that area which we are told,
i= going to be one of the big wheat pro-
vinees of the State, It is grossly unfair that
men who have had the pluck to go oat a few
miles further than other settlers in the hope
that railways would ultimately be provided
should have to bear the cost of proving the
suitability of their districts for wheat grow-
ing. If the Government are not prepared
to indemnify the Agricultural Bank for such
advanees, they should say to the hank trus-
tees, “We luve thrown open this area of
land for sclection and are prepared to hand
over to you, subject to your administration,
a certnin sum of money to assist settlers in
those parts, even though they be located
more than 1214 miles from a railway.” That
would be a sound policy, and T hope the
(fovernment will give the proposal reason-
ahle consideration. There are one or tiwo other
clanses that ure well worthy of consideration
hy the Government. OQur wheat, wool and
other primary produets are the foundation
on which the prosperity of the State vests.
We have large areas of land open for de-
velopment, and they are attracting people
from other parts of the Commonwealth and
even from abroad because we are able to
offer those arcas at a reasonable price. For
agricultural and pastoral development, we
stand for a policy of contraet as opposed
to day Iabour. We favour the aeyuisition
by the Government of the Midland railway
and lands on an equitable basis with a view
to extending to Midland settlers the opera-
tions of the Agricultural Bank and other
advantages enjoyed by seitlers on Crown
lands in those areas. Another plank in our
policy reads—

The effective decentralization of the Agri-
cultural Bank and {he amendment of the Aect

to enable the Aet to perform the functionz of
the Induatries Assistanee Board.

That, in effert, is in operation to-day. We
also helieve in the enconragement of pro-
fitahle preduetion. That is mest important.
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If we are going to encourage people to seitle
on the land it should be the function of the
Government to suy that they will offer them
profitable means of livelihood. We know the
unfortnpate position of the men who have
engaged in the dried fruit industry. When
we advised those men to undertake the grow-
ing of fruit for drying, we thought it wonld
be a wonderful thing. The Government
when encouraging people to seitle on the
land and engage in a particular branch of
production, should be in a position at least
to warn them that if they pursue a certain
course, it may not prove profitable.

Hon. G. Taylor: On ihe price of dried
fenit five years ago, it was a good thing,

Mr. THOMSON: 1If those in anthority
five years ago had considered the world’s
production of dried fruil and the faet that
we were proposing to grant land for the
planting of vines, hundreds of acres would
never have been planted.

The Minister for TLands: It was specu-
lators who cut up the land for vine-grow-
ing, not the Government.

Mr. THOMSON: But land was pro-
vided to enable soldier settlers to engage
in the dried fruit industry. The Minister's
remark might apply to some parts of the
State, but it does not apply to all. We are
aware of the experience of the Fastern
States as regards the dried fruit industry,

Mr. Maley: You spoke of the purchase
of the Midland railway on an equitable basis.
What would you say was an equitable basis?

Mr. THOMSON: T must ask the hon.
member to give notice of a question of that
deseription.

Mr. Maley: That is the ery you always put
up.

Mr. THOMSON: What ery has the hon.
member put up since he hag heen in Parlia-
ment in furtherance of the proposal?

Ar. Maley: I have done as muaeh as you
have.

Me. THOMSON : We are putting forward
a poliey that we believe will get us some-
where. There must be some basis on which
to start negotiations. If the Midland rail-
way is to he resumed, it must be on a hasis
equitable to the State.

Mr. Maler: But what is an equitable
basis?

Mr. THOMSON: An equitable basis, of
course.

Mr. Maley: You are not getting any fur-
ther than we were four years ago.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THOMSON : It is absurd to press me
to say what would be an equitable basis.
I have not the balance sheet before me, aud
I have not gone into figures. If I had done
so, I should be only too pleased to deal
fully with the question. Still I doubt
whether it would eome within the purview
even of a speech on the Address-in-reply to
go fully into the question of what would be
an equitable basis for the purchase of the
Midland railway.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
trouble; they want to make the balance sheet
the determining factor instead of the assets.

Mr. THOMSON: It is necessary to adopt
some basis for negotiations. I regret that
the Midland line was not purchased when
the Daglish Government had the opportunity
to buy it. That was a lost opportunity.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier of
the day did not have the opportunity to buy
it.

Mr. THOMSON: I undersitand that he
had. As one who resides on the Great South-
ern line I can testify to the wonderful pro-
gress made when that railway was pur-
chased by the Government and the settlers
along it were brought under the same cou-
ditions as those enjoyed by settlers in other
parts of the State. That is what we desire
to be done in the Midland distriets. If we
can assist the representatives of the Midland
districts—we have proved our willingness to
do so whenever the question has been
brought forward—and if we ean assist ihe
Government to devise means to fulfil the
desiros of the Midland settlers, we are will-
ing to do our part.

Hon. G. Taylor:
ment suggest buying
shares.

Mr. THOMSON: Whenever the Govern-
ment enter into negotiations for its purchase
or suggest compulsory resumption, that will
happen. If it is desirable to resume the
Midland line

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not know whether
it is within the power of the Government
to resume the railway.

The Minister for Mines: That would nct
come under the Public Works Act.

Mr. THOMSON': But we have to start
somewhere. -

The Minister for Railways: We put up a
proposition on an equitable basis.

Mr. THOMSON: I am aware of that.

As soon the Govern-
the line, up go the
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Mr. Maley: You know all about the equitl-
able basis and why refer to it again?

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member for
Irwin not to interrupt{ any further.

Mr, THOMSON: We also believe in the
provision of market facilities, I am pleased
to see the announcement in the Press that
the Government at last have appointed the
board for the metropolitan markeis. I take
this opportunity to congratulate the Gov-
ernment on their choice of some of the mem-
bers. Others of the board 1 do not koow
and am not in a position to discuss their
qualilications. 7T'he Government are to be
congratulated on having secured a practical
man such as Mr, Hawkins as chairman of
the board. His knowledge of building con-
struction must prove of inestimable value
when the board come to consider the pre-
paration of plans and the lay out of the
markets, Then there is Mr, Harper, whom
we all know, and Mr. Langley, who I think
will prove u capable representative. I have
not met Mr. Mooney.

Hon. G. Taylor: You might meet him at
the next election .

Mr. Puanton: He is worth meeting, too.
The Minister for Lands: Yes, he is a good

man.

Mr. THOMSON: The board appears to
be a sound one.

Sitting suspended from G.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. THOMSON: One point to which T
draw the Government's attention is the neces-
sity for clearing tracks or roads to new
areas. In that funetion the Government
have rather slipped. If new areas are te be
subdivided, intending settlers should be given
reasonable access to their bloecks. I do not
know whether it is because, as a result of
the Federal road grant, road-construetion
has bheen handed over t{o the Main Roads
Board, hut T think that aspeet has been
rather negleeted. It should be part and
pareel of the Government’s policy in open-
ing land for selection to give reasonable
transport faeilities. We adbere to the prin-
ciple of the freehold tenare of land. In the
event of eompnlsory acqaisition of land by
the Government, statutory rights should be
respected. From the Governor’s Speech I
learn that the Government intend to intro-
duce a Closer Settlement Bill To that
measure we shall not offer objectior, pro-
vided that in the aequisition of land the
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stataiory rights of owners are respected.
We should wntterly oppose cenfiscation.

The Minister for Lands: What do you
mean by statutory rights?

Mr. THOMSON : If a man has complied
with all the conditions imposed, he is en-
titled to fair compensation. There have been
cases—I do not say they were deliberate—
where owners have not been treated quite
fairly. The resumptions in question may
have been in the interest of the State, but
we should remember the many resumptions
made during past years in other parts of
Australia, where it was considered that land
was being held up in large parcels. We
should bear in mind that when the large
holdings were subdivided into & number of
small holdings, in some instances these
proved too small, Coming nearer home, I
can give an illustration of that in my own
district. The Government purchased what
is known as the Palinup Estate, and sub-
divided it into 620-acre blocks. The soldier
settlers on those blocks have done remark-
ahly well; I do not think there has been one
failure on the estate. Nevertheless, the fact is
that the blocks have proved too small to al-
low of the settlers making a good living; and
as o result the soldiers are selling out to
their neighbours. Thus the estate is
gradually reverting into larger holdings.
Closer settlement sounds very nice; but we
have had expensive experiments with that
prineciple during the past seven years, aad
the Government should be most careful in
regard to any ecloser settlement schewces
they may embark on. We are also com-
mitted to a definite policy of water con-
servation for dry areas by means of exten-
sion of the Goldfields Water Scheme wher-
ever practicahle, and the establishment of
catechments in districts wherever suitable
catchment areas are available. Ministers
will probably asree with me that that is an
important suggestion to offer for their con-
stderation.

The Minister for Mines: That has already
been done in the Esperance district.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, but we want it
adopted as a general poliey. Esperance
has had the good fortune of being the pet
distriet of the Government. I commend
Ministers for what they have done there.
The policy of providing water was abso-
Intely essential to the Esperanee settlers.
XNow, we want that policy extended all over
Western Aushralia. I repeat, I applaud
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the Government for their action at Esper-
ance. s regards drainage, had we been
returned we would have put into effect
what may be termed a comprehensive
drainage scheme in the South-West. The
member for Sussex (Mr. Barnard) men-
tioned the stoppage of the drainage scheme
for Busselton, giving as a reason, I think,
the impression that it was going te benelit
one or two private persons. At all events,
that drainage scheme is not being pro-
ceeded with. I can refer, as also ecan the
member for Albany {Mr. A. Wansbrough),
to a drainage scheme that was constructed
in part of the Albany distriet. If that
scheme had heen part and parcel of a com-
prehensive drainage scheme, it would have
proved much more effective and far more
beneficial to the settlers, In point of faect,
while two or three settlers have benefited
by the Torbay seheme a uumber of other
seftlers declare that it has ruined them.
The trouble is that the scheme has been
done piecemeal, and that insufficient atten-
tion has been paid to the natural drainage
previously existing. As a result, the
scheme has produced more harm than good.
I want to commend the Government for
their eomprehensive scheme of drainage in
other dirvections, such a scheme being abso-
lutely essential to the development of the
State. Turning to land settlement, 1 shall
later point out an excellent avenue of
settlement available to us to-day. The
(lovernor's Speech mentions that there
have been many applications for land.
Quite a2 number of people, we are told, have
made application for each individual block.
The policy of the Agricultural Bank has
been to regard it as unsafe for farmers to
Farm outside the 12v% mile radius from a
railway. As regards the migration agree-
ment under which this State participates
in the loan of 34 million sterling raized by
the Communwenlth, T have in this House
eriticised the Federal Government for
negotiating with the Imperial anthorities
without eonsulting the State of Western
Australia. 1 now desire to apologise for
the remarks I made, and to withdraw them,
because T consider the Commonwealth made
a better finanecial deal than Western Aus-
tralia could have made. The Migration
Development Commigsion have placed us
practically in a pogition to see that the
money expended under the scheme is so
applied as to produce reasonable chances
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of suecess. From the bottom of my heart
1 wish that this State, before spending
money as it did on group seitlements, had
had a similar Commission to supervise the
expenditure. As regards the migration
loan, we know that none of the money can
be expended by a State Government with-
out the approval of the Migration Develop-
ment Commission. That condition is, of
course, in the interests of the Common-
wealth; but it is possible, and even prob-
able, that the condition will prove to have
been for the benefit of this State in the
long run., [ vongratulate the Government
on having taken the fullest advantage of
the cheap money available under the Fed-
eval Government’s migration scheme. T
suggest that the Government should give
effect to a poliey which has been advoeated
by every section of the House, the policy
of pushing out railways before land is
surveyed.

The Minister for Lands: In order to do
that we would find it necessary, as a pre-
cedent, to classify the land.

Mr. THOMSON : I sincerely advocate the
appointment of a committee of men with
the necessary knowledge of land to go ont
and clagsify and then to report. “Here is
an area which, if surveyed and thrown
open, is suitable for settlement and eultiva-
tion.’’

The Minister for Lands: Such a com-
mittee has recently been appointed.

Mr. THOMSON : Again I am pleased
that this little seetion has been able to put
forward a suggestion proving that we are
on right lines. We are proud of the faet
that we put forward snch a policy during
the last election.

The Minister for Lands: We never heard
of it

My, THOMSON. I shall have pleasure
in snbmitting to the Minister for Lands
full reports of speeches showing that we
advanced that suggestion. However, I have
no desire to take away credit from the

Government for having established the

eommittee in question. I am delighted at
its establishment. Thus effect is given to
gsomething that will prove beneficial to
Western Australia. ]

The Minister for Lands: The Surveyor
General, the Manager of the Agriculfural
Bank, the Chief Engineer for Water Sup-

plv, and the Director of Agriculture are & -

commiitee now engaged on that very work.
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Mr. THOMSON: I repeat, I am indeed
pleased that the Government have given
cffect to that suggestion. It is something
whieh must prove beneficial to Western
Australia. After these men have gone out
and inspected and reported to the Govern-
ment that there is a large area of land
suitable for eulifivation, the step I am
about to indicate should be taken, We
are led to believe by people who have
visited that country, that a large area of
agricultural land exists from Southern
(ross right down to the coast, and from
the Great Southern railway aeross to the
Esperance district,. We urge that after
such inspection and report the Government
should take advantage of the funds avail-
able under the migration agreement and
push out railways into the area, thus for
a change giving the new settlers the bepefit
of transport facilities from the beginning.
I feel guite sure that such settlers would
willingly pay a little extra per acre for their
land in consideration of railway facilities.
‘Cherefore I am very pleased indeed to hear
that the Government have appointed the
committee. I hope the Government will go
further and give favourable consideration
to the proposal to construet railways into
areas before selection, if they are satisfied
those areas are suitable for settlement. If
that were done, & nmew era of prosperity
would follow. Suech a poliey would save
new settlers years of drudgery. I also hope-
that the comprehensive scheme of railway
construction that is being diseussed ust
now, will have as its objective the deviation
of traffic to nmatural harbours. During my
recent visit to Queensland I was gratified
to note that in that State a true scheme of
decentralisation is in operation. Right up
the northern coast there are the various sea-
poris with their harbour boards. In West-
ern Australia I want to see each port bene-
fit from the trade that rightly belongs-to it.
I desire to see that accomplished for various
reasons. I wish the cost to be minimised,
for we have to export our goods to the-
world’s markets at the cheapest possible
rates, while assuring the producers an ade-
guate reinurm for their labour.

Mr. Lindsay mter]ected

Mr. THOMSON: T am dealing only with
the prineiple, not the administration of the
railway system in Queensland. .

Mr. Kenneally: The Labour policy deals
with the problem of decentralisation.
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Mr. THOMSON: The member for East
Perth (Mr, Kenneally) desires to aseribe to
the Labour Party all the honour for the re-
sults achieved. But the men who were re-
spousible for the policy in Queensland were
in offiee years before any Labour Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: That is not so.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, it is. When the
MeTlwraith Government were in power, the
policy was in existence and that was long
before the advent of Labour. In those
days there were isolated railways running
inland from the varionus ports, and it is
only within recent years that the lines have
been linked up with the main railway sys-
tem of the State. We desire to extend jus-
ice to all sections of polifical thought, and
I, therefore, cannot subseribe to the sugges-
tion that the honour is due entirely to the
Labour Governments of Queensland. If T
were asked, of course, who was responsible
for the deplorable position of the railway
finanees in Queensland, I would be quite
prepared to give Labour all the credit and
honour for the enormous deficit!

Mr. Eenneally: That is where your fair-
ness comes in!

My, THOMSON: The member for East
Perth wishes to take all the credit but nore
of the blame.

The Minister for Lands: There is a
deficit of £1,000,000 in connection with the
Victorian railways.

Mr. Marshall: Don’t mention that!

Mr. THOMSON: And there is a Labour
Government there.

The Minister for Lands:
Country Party Government.

Mr. THOMSON: I would not expect to
prove to the satisfaction of the member for
Kast Perth that the excessive demands that
have been made on railway administrations
by railway unions and others are responsible
for the parlons position of the finances of
the various railway systems in the different
States, He wonld not be eonvinced by any-
thing I could say, but nevertheless those are
the facts. That is one of the reasons why
the Queensland railways are not paying.
They are over-staffed and run under condi-
tions sueh as I hope will never apply to the
railways here. I will give the (Jueensland
railway men credit for being as fine a body
as one could meet snywhere, and they ex-
tend to travellers civility equal to that to be
found on any of the other railways. As

There was a
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one who has travelled extensively over the
railway systems of Australia, I can say that
we in Western Anstralia have every reason
to be pround of our railway service.

Mr. Kenneally: Then don’t begrudge ihe
tmen reasonable conditions.

Mr, THOMSON: That is where great
difficulty will be experienced, if we may
judge from the utterances of the hon. mem-
ber elsewhere as to his idea of what eonsti-
tutes reasonable conditions. His ideas ob-
viously differ from those of many others.

Mr. Kenneally: They would need to be
different from your ideas.

Mr. THOMSON: Thank God they are,
too, I have referred to the necessity for
beiter co-ordination between departments
and for a comprehensive railway scheme. I
bope the Development and Migration Com-
mission will approve of the expenditure of
money enabling us to give effect to that
policy in Western Australia. I refer to the
construction of railways prior to settlyment.
That work will come within the seope of the
Commission because the expenditure of the
money will provide for the development ot
the land and for settlement generally, while
at the same time furnishing work for
migrants. The Governor’s Speech eontained
the statement that relief had been granted
to 1,113 soldier settlers, involving the ean-
cellation of an aggregate indebtedness of
£359,076, that amount being recoverable
from the Commonwealth Government, T
was under the impression that the money
had been made available to the State, and
that the Government actually had the cash
in hand.

The Minister for Lands:
ness has not been finalised yet.
week we are writing off indebtedness.

Mr. THOMBON, Yes, but the State has
£790,000 for that.

The Minister for Lands:
where it is.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Govern-
ment write off the debis and save the in-
terest every year.

Mr. THOMSON: Again, we find it is
the Federal Government who have come to
the assistance of tlie State, and the State
Government have heen saved an expenditure
of £50,000 s year by way of interest.

The Minister for Lands: The settling of
soldiers was n Federal responsibility.

Mr. THOMSON: It may or may not
have been a Federal responsibility, but I
am pointing out that in this instance the

The whole busi-
Bvory

I do not know
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Federal Governmeni have made available a
large sum of money that has saved the
State from paying interest. Next we come
to the question of group settlement, and I
will be briet i my references to that probh-
lem. During the course of his speech the
other evening the Minister for Lands out-
lined the position. I must confess that
since I have sut in this House, I
have never been more depressed than
1 was on that occasion. We all recog-
nised that we would have to write off
a ecertamn amount, but I do mnot think
anyone was prepared to Delieve that
we were 11 such an unfortunate posi-

tion as to necessitate the statement the °

Minister made. It rather staggers us to
find that on the Peel Estate alone we have
spent over £2,000,000 to establish 242
setilers, which works out at £8,26% per
settler. The Minister stated that his de-
partmental officers had advised him that
there were 242 seftlers who would have a
chance of making a success of their hold-
ings on the Peel Estate. I will not enter
into the question of the merits or demerits
of the position at the Peel estate. The
statement of the Minister must cause
anxiety and regret to all, including those
who sponsored the scheme. In my opinion
someone has been to blame for the con-
tinuanee of the expenditure of such a vast
sum of money. The present Government
have been in office for three ycars. They
must have known that the position was un-
satisfactory, hecause anyone who has dis-
cussed it with departmental officers must
know that they had grave doubts about the
work. If you, Mr. Speaker, or [ were zon-
fronted in our private business with =
position similar to that confronting the
Government, we would take steps to
remedy it long before the Government
adopted that course. In view of the fact
that a Royal Commission was appointed
and reported adversely on the Peel Estate
a long time ago, surely some steps should
have been taken to prevent the continu-
ance of the expenditure of such vast sums
of public moneys.

Mr. Withers: Will not the construction
of roads and so forth be of henefit to the
distriet?

Mr. THOMSON : That argument has
been used by many people. So far as I

can, I endeavour to view matters of publie
concern, and the expenditure of publie
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meneys, exactly as I would view them il
they related to my own private business.
The mere fact that £2,000,000 has beca
spent on the Peel Estate to secure the re-
sults I bave indicated, should be a sufficient
answer to the question asked by the mem-
ber for Bunbury (Mr. Withers). After
spending that amount, exclusive of the
money required for hospitals, schools and
so forth, only 242 geftlers have been
placed on holdings where they have a
reasonable chance of suecess! In view of
that, I say the money has not been ex-
pended it a manner caleulated to give an
adequate return to the State. That is my
puint. What I should like to know is
whether it be possible to devise ways and
means whereby Parliament will be able to
prevent a repetition of such a wasteful ex-
penditure of public money. That 15 what
concerns me. Many of us recognised that
the group settlements were bound to in-
volve a large expenditure of money, and
we felt that we would have to write off a
large amount. The Party I have the hon-
our to represent are chiefly concerned as
to the men and women put on those groups.
1 have no doubt that ultimately the Statc
will derive benefit from the expenditure of
money on the group settlement scheme.
Because we raised our voices at the initia-
tion of the scheme and strongly urged the
Government to place group settlement
under the control of a board of praetical
men with a knowledge of the South-West—
because of that it was said that we were
opposed to the scheme. However, that is
what we put up 7% years ago. Now, Tis
vears later, the Minister for Lands is put-
ting into effect the very thing we urged
the then Government to do.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
settlements were not started
ago.

Mr. THOMSON: You were in charge of
them for 4% years, and the present Gov-
ernment ltave been in charge for three vears
which, taken together, mean 714 vears.

The Minister for Lands : No; grouwp
setflement was not started until 1921.

Mr. THOMSON: Very well, then I shall
say it is now six years late.

Mr. Marshall: Tt is near enongh.
like to hear of calamities.

Mr. THOMSON: There are some calami-
ties the House has to put up with, the hou.
member being one of them. Here, 6V,

The group
Tl  vears

We
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vears late, the Minister iz doing what we
urged the previous Government to do.

Hon. G. Taylor: It shows what far-seeing
men you were,

Mr. THOMSOXN: It does. The tragey
of it is that the Government did not take
advice that was tendered to them in ail
sincerity.

Hon. G, Taylor: They did not realise its
value,

Mr. THOMSON: No, they did net; but
they should have done.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It gets back
to what the lady said to the soldier.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want to in-
dulge in any personalities. T am dealing,
not with what anybody said to the soldier,
but with a matter of vital importance to
the State. We have to-day over six million
pounds invested in group settlement, and
we want to see the scheme sueccessful. At
the elections before fhe last we advocated
that a board should be put in control of
group setilement. T congratulate the Min-
ister for Lands on the steps he has taken,
for I believe they will be in the interssts of
group settlement and of the Staic as a
whole. We asked that the bloeks of in-
dividual settlers should be valued. The
sooner that is done the better. We passed
in this House a Bill dealing with group
settlement and empowering the Agricul-
tural Bank to make a valnation of the
Blocks and take them over. The Agrieul-
tural Bank has refused to take them over.
That is the position we azre faced with
to-day. The bank would he foolish fo take
over those hloeks: it would not he fair to
the bank. The sooner the Govaerument
appoint a board to deal with thew, the
better. The MMinister should have his
valuers. T commend that to the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: Will it be of
advantage?

Mr. THOMSON: I think I can point out
where the advantage will be. Some time
aro there was grave dissatisfaction over
the Industries Assistance Doard. Many
men, owing to their gross indebiedness to
the board and to the Agricultural Bank,
found themselves in an imposstble position.
The Government realised that if a man
walked off his block they could eall for
tenders for the block, and accept the
highest: but the Government also vealised
that instead of the Industries Assistance
Board and the bank getting from the block
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a return of the £2500 or £3,000 owing on
it, they had to be content to take £1,200
or £1,500. So the Government conecluded
that it was a fair thing that the men who
had spent nine or ten years on their blocks
were entitled to consideration. I do
strongly urge upon the Minister that he
appoint a board of valuers just the same
as is to be found in relation to the Indus-
tries Assistance Board. Then those valuers
could go around

Mr. Lindsay: But have they done that
for the Industries Assistance Board ?
Never in my time.

Mr, THOMSON:: Yes, they have done it
Perhaps the hon. member is so fortunate
as not to have in his distriet settlers so badly
affected.

The Minister for Lands: Still, it must be
realised that some men are prepared {o
make sacrifices.

My, THOMSON: 1 recognise that there
would be quite a lot of inequalities in the
final adjustmeni. However, it is of no use
taking the value of the blocks as being
what these bloeks have cost.

The Minister for Lands: Any valuation
just now would be premature, because the
settlers have not passed over to the bank.
It is when they do pass over that the valua-
tion should be made.

Mr. THOMSON: That is where I dis-
agree with the Minister. We have all con-
sidered the position from different view-
points. As one who by request has been
through a portion of the groups and gone on
to the individaal blocks and disenssed diffi-
culfies with the men, and as one who went
there with a sincere desire fo assist the set-
tlers, I say the sooner we put those men "n
the Agrieultural Bank, the better. We do
not say to a man who goes out into the wheat
areas, “Until such time as vou are self-sup-
porting we will continue te look after you.”
There is a certain amount of difference be-
tween the settlers in the group areas and
those in the wheat areas. I will say, and
the Minister will agree, that there is a large
nnmber of group settlers just as sincere in
their desire to make a suceess of their hold-
ings as there are in the whest belt,

The Minister for Lands: Oh, easy!

Mr. THOMSON: To those people whe are
on the wheat belt you say, “Here is your
land and you can have so much cleared.”
You put no restrictions on their earnings.
You say to them, “As you do your clearing,
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so vou can draw from the Agrieultural
Bank.” Very well. I say we should do the
same with the group settlers. Scores of
them are looking for the day when they shall
be independent of the conirol of the group
foreman.

The Minister for Lands: When the settler
has paid for all his improvements and there
is nothing clse to bhe done and still the
farm is not in a condition to maintain him,
what will vou do then?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He cannot live
without stock, of eourse.

The Minister for Lands: But the pasture
is not there.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the plough
is there.

Mr. THOMSON: My reply is that those
settlers will be able to do the same as has
been done in other areas. Many of our wheat
farmers have had to go ont on the roads,
and take clearing and fencing confraats
from others mote fortunate, in order to ob-
tain means of sustenance for keeping on.
But it remained for this Government to
debar our settlers from getting work on
the roads. They said to the settlers, “You
are not entitled to go out and work on the
reads: you must stay on your farms” I
hope the Government will reconsider that
decision and give those men the same oppor-
tunity as thev enjoyed in previous years.
If there is a bit of road construction in hand,
who is more entitled to it than the men
who are going to live in that district and
develop it?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Many farmers on the
wheat belt eonld not have stayed there in
the early davs bat for outside work.

Mr, THOMSON: That is perfectly true,
If they had not beer permitted to go out
and take contracts they would not have been
ahle to remain on their bloeks.

The Minister for Lands: Men have gone
out, taken contracts and neglected their
farms,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
doubt about that.

Mr. THOMSON: Bot many men would
not have been able to carry on had thev not
“been permitted to go out and get such work.
If the Minister visits & portion of my elec-
torate this coming week-end T will point out
to him two successful farmers, brothers,
who developed their farm by taking turns
in zoing out for work. Under the rules laid
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down by the Government they would not be
allowed to do that.

The Minister for Lands: I am not sur-
prised at the illustration. Al Australia
has been built ap like that,

Mr. THOMSON: Well, may I appeal to
the Minister to get his colleagues to cancel
the vrder that no settlers shall be permitted
to work on the roads?

The Minister for Lands: I do not know
of such an order.

Mr. THOMSON: It is in existence. From
the inception of group settlement I have
been aceused of being opposed ito it. Time
and again have T reiternted that I am
strongly in aceord with the opening up and

_developing of the South-West, It is & duty

that devolves on every Government and
every member of Parliament to see to it
that overy section of the State has an op-
portunity for development. I regret to say
that on movre than one occasion the state-
ment has heen repeated deliberately, and
by those who knew it to be conirary to
faet. I hope the Minister will take into
consideration the appointment of valuers
fo go on to each of those blocks and take
them at their value. Because until that is
done the Agricultural Bank will not take
the blocks over. The sconer we have a
stocktaking in respect of group settle-
ment and give the setilers a know-
ledge of their full indebtedness, the soomer
will they know whether to carry on or to
leave and take up some other avoeation.
T am confident that a great majority of
those I have met are anxious to make good.
If we are wiliing to write down their hold-
ings to a value that is reasonable, I am sure
they will make good. We find from the
statement of the Minister that the cost of
pastures, including buildings and fences,
ranges from £60 to £114 per acre. I have
worked out the figures on another basis,
namely, on the average acres of pasture land
cleared, compared with the amount of money
that has been spent, On that basis the aver-
age cost is £97 per acre.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, it is. I am taking
the Minister’s own statement and. the total
amount of money spent on the groups.

The Minister for Lands: You are taking
in the Peel Estate. :

Mr. THOMSON: T am taking them all,
the acreage of land under pasture. If we
divide that into the amount of money ex-
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pended, we find that the average cost of the
pasture land is £97 per acre. On the statis-
tics supplied on Return No. 16, issued by
the Publicity Officer attached to the Pre-
mier’s office, the area cleared and under pas-
ture is 45,450 acres, The cost at that date
was £4,689,534, which gives the average cost
I have mentioned. T do not say that is the
actual cost of cach individual acre, but if is
the average eost of the cleared land and
pasture land, ineluding buildings and fences,

Hon. G. Taylor: Does that include the
land cleared but not sown?

Mr. THOMSBON: Tt is the cleared land.

Hon. G. Taylor: Are you taking ihe land
grassed?

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is the sown Jand.

Hen. G. Taylor: Ts there not some land
cleared but not grassed?

The Minister for Lands:
sown.
reet,

Mr. THOMSON : They are the Minister’s
own figures. [ went into the matter very
closely. They are figures supplied by the
Publicity Officer (Mr. Mercer) in Returm
No. 16. It has cost this State £97 per acre
to bring this area under pasture.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the land worth
now?

Mr. Lindsay: That is capitalised to carry
300,000 cows.

Mr. THOMSON: It is impossible for
group settlers to have any reasonable chance
of success with an average capital cost of
£97 per acre.

Hon. (. Taylor: People are getting over
£100 per aere for land in New South Wales,

Mr. THOMSON: And they are getting
£1,000 per foot for land in Hay-street.

Hon. G. Taylor: Not for pastoral pur-
poses.

Mr. THOMSON: At Subiaco one can get
land at €1 per foot.

Mr. Richardson: Where is that?

Mr. THOMSON: YWe must write down
the cost to give these people a reasonable
chanee of success. Some of the group settlers
have just canse for complaint. They say,
“You tell us you do not expeet us o sue-
ceed, and that others will take our place.”
We have set out to give these people an op-
portunity to make a living for themselves.
Instead of driving them off, bringing others
on and driving them off, and so on, we
should write down the holdings to their pro-
per value. This will give them a chance to

It is nearly all
I do not think the figures ave eor-
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carry on. Some of the people have given
five or six ycars of their lives in an endeav-
our to make good on these blocks, and they
shounld be given an opporturnity to fulfil
their ambitions. We have to do with our
zroup settlements as we did with our In-
dustries Assistance Board clients. We sent
officers out to value the blocks. The settlers
were then written to and informed that theiv
fotal indebtedness of £3,000 had been wrilten
down to £1,500. They were asked if they
would then carry on. :

Mr, Lindsay: That was not done in my
district.

Mr, THOASON: 1t is what oceurred.
We must deal with group settlement in the
suine way.

The Minister for Lands: The group set-
tlers know very well that they will get a fair
deal.

Mr. THOMSON: Does the Minister think
that even at a low estimate of £60 per acre
as the capital cost our group settlers, work-
ing on average land, can possihly make a
success and pay their interest?

The Minister for Lands: Why make a
row about it when they are not paying any-
thing? Group settlement has paid nothing.

Mr. SPEAKFR: The hon. member mnst
address himself to the subject and not hold
eonversations with other members.

Mr. THOMSON. That is where I disagree
with the Minister. He says group settlers
are not paying anything. 1 wish to place
them in a position to pny something. I want
them to be able to pay their way and to
become taxpayers. We say to them
we cannot afford to carry them on,
and that it is not wise to do so.
We are taking the heart out of these
people, and shall not get the best out of
them. T do not say we should write down
the holdings to sueh an extent that it will
mean giving away our security. If the
land is only of a certain value when cleared,
whyv not cut it down to that valwe? This
would give the average settler who is wil-
ling to make gzood a reasonable chance of
doing so.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is prematnre.
Not one of them is eapable of standing on
his feet yet.

Mr. THOMSON: That is a matter of
opinion. We are trying to run this scheme
from Perth hy certain rules and regulations.
T do not say that offensivelv. We are trying
to run it like an army, wherein orders are
issued and obedience must be exacted. The
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settlers are not allowed any individuality.
They are not permitted to do anything ex-
ccpt obey the rules and regulations. I want
to see every settler placed on his own, just as
wheat growers were when they were given a
chance to make good. The group settlers
will make good under the same conditions.

Mr. Clydesdale: How much do you think
should be written off the Peel Estate?

My, THOMSON: If there are to e
only 242 settlers there, and it is considered
that a capitalisation of £1,000 or £1,500 is
all they ean reasonably cairy, I leave the
hon. member the task of making a sim-
ple aritmetical calenlation. Ts it reason-
able that they should emry a load of
£2,000,000.

Mr. Clydesdale: They eannot do it.

Mr. THOMSON: Is it not better to give
these 242 settlers a chanee of making a liv-
ing and becoming taxpayers? At present
that is impossille. The same thing has 1o
be done with the groups. As a result of ay
visits to the Hastern States I am eonvineed
that onr South-West areas will earry large
dairy herds. If unfortunately Western Aus-
tralia runs into a dronght period. which
God forbid, T assure those who have anv
doubt about the merits of the South-West
that in that part of ihe State we shall have
o valuable asset, hecause it will be able to
supply large quantities of fodder for starv-
ing stock. In Queensland enormous losses
oceurred in the sheep areas owing to
droughts. I hope the Government will con-
sider the writing down of the seeurities of
these settlers to a proper figure. I do not
make any of these remarks in a spirit of
“I told you s0.” I am eonly too sorry to
find we are in our present position. But
we are in if, and must make a suceess of the
scheme. The only thing is to cut our loss,
to face the position and see that the men.
women and children get what we promised
them, that is, a fighting chance of making
good.

The Minister for Lands: I hope vou are
not trying to get support from the groups.
T can outhid yon, you know,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You lave ne
right to say that.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret the interjec-
tion of the Minister. Although it was made
in semi-jocular vein, there is a certain
amount of meaning ir it. I am not in a
posttion to offer the scttlers any bribe, or
to nssist them exeept by voicing my opinion
here. I am not voicing anything new. For
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the last three or four years I have taken up
the same attitude. I have made suggestious
in all sincerity, believing them to be helpful
not only to the State, but te Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: It is just as well
to leave polities out of the scheme.

Mr., THOMSON: I have had the honour
ot leading this party in the House for some
three years, but I have never yet been
oflicially invited to visit the groups.

The Minister for Lands: I invited you,

Mr. THOMSON: Only recently.

The Minister for Lands: I invited you to
Denmark last vear. .

My, THOMSON: That was a tield day.
Ouly onee during the regime of the Leader
of Opposition, when it was o public invi-
tation, was T invited to go to the groups. 1
was not invited to go by Mr. Angwin.

Mr. Mann: You shounld have the same
privileges as members on the other side.

Mr., THOMSON: T take no exception to
that. We are told we should not visit the
croups for political purposes. When we :lo
visit them, not for political purposes, and
go down with the desire to find out things
for ourselves, we pass from group to group
in the course of our investigations. Then it
is said of us that we go down for political
purposes. We arce not given an opportunity
to go down in order to get into fouch with
the settlers and if we do go down we are
acecused of going there for politieal pur-
poses. Later ou, if a member attempts to
assert his rights by disenssing the groups,
he is accused of being against them, and
again using the groups for politieal pur-
poses. The scheme is too big to be made nse
of for politicnl purposes. Every member
has a duty to perform in seeing that the
groups have a reasonable chance of becom-
ing successful. Members generally have not
had an opportunity to go down to the
groups. Those who have been there have
done so individually and with a sincere de-
sire to help, if possible, to establish their
success. We have to remember that those
settlers are placed in a different position
from people in the wheat areas. The latter
@o out on their own initiative. They select
their own blocks and are free agents. The
people on the groups, or many of them, have
been taken straight from the boat, placed
in the train and escorted to the groups with-
out having had the opportunity to come into
eontact with the Australian people. They are
not aware of the eonditions that exist outside
the group settlements, and they have no one
to spesk to exeept fellow settlers in the
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neighbourhood, other than of conrse the fore-
man of the groups who has to obey the in-
struetions of his superior officers. There-
fore I have great sympathy for many of the
group settlers. I consider that if members
had been given the opportunity to get into
close communion with the settlers, possibly
many of the things that are only now heing
altered, might have reeceived attention very
much earlier. 1 feel that group settlement
as a whole has been what might be termed
a costly experiment. At the same time, we
hope to make a suceess of it. T am sure
that ultimately it will be a suecess
and will be of considerable benefit
to the State as well as to the
people engaged in the industry. 1 con-
sider, however, we might have had _bet-
ter results to date. The member for Sussex
{Mr. Barnard) told us last night that in
his opinion over £2,000,000 would have to be
written off. He blamed the administration.

Hon. G. Taylor: And he iz taking only
one end of the settlements.

Mr. THOMSON: He represents that dis-
trict, and he is in the position of acquiring
a considerable amount of knowledge and
gpeaking with authority. T consider that
the Minister for Lands was most generonsy
in his remarks the other evening when he
stated that there were quite a number of
teasons why the groups were noi a suceess.
He 17 to be commended for performing
what must have been to him a most un-
pleasant task, that of having to informn the
Hense of the unfortunate position of the
settlements. . The amazing thing is that with
all, onr knowledge of closer settlement in
Australia and other settlements similar ta
those of. our groups, we did not take the
slightest heed of their experiences and mis-
takes. We first of all started to clear the
land in the face, and we perpetunated every
blunder that was committed by those who
had. previeusly carried out similar eaperi-
ments in land seitlement in the Eastern
States. If we had had the benefit of - the
advice of a Commission similar to the
Migration and Development Commission, T
believe that many mistakes might have been
avoided. - Like .many of my fellow mem-
bers on this-side of the House I regret the
present position of the gold mining indus-
try. T do not envy the Minister for Mines
the -task that has been placed uwpon his
shoulders; The gold mining industry, like
other primary indusiries, is suffering very
materially from the settled poliey: of the
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Commonwealth, a poliey that has impo-ed
upon it a very heavy buwden. True, also,
a certain amount of mismanagement and
extessive overhead charges may have had
something to do with its present position,
and I consider thai the offer made by the
(tovernment to the mining companies of
Kalgoorlie was certainly generous, the offer
to provide a big power station with the
ohject of reducing eosts in that dircetion.
T¢ the present Minister can evolve some
scheme whereby we can make gold mining
pay, he will accomplish verv much. But T
cannot help repeating that the mining in-
dustry, as weil as the industry I represent,
are suffering from the high protective policy
of the Commonwealth. TUnfortunately we
have to sulmit to it, but I believe that Aus-
tralia in (he Tong run will learn its lea=n
and will be convinced that the existing
policy is not sound, and is not in the inter-
ests of the workers. Dealing with the For-
ests Department, I consider it is time that
the Government decided what was the true
forest area of Western Australia. So far
as I can gather, for years past there has
been a battle going on between the Forests
Department and the Lands Department as
regards the areas which should or should
not be alienated from the Forests Depart-
ment in the interests of the State.

The Minister for Railways: There is a
big measure of agreement between them,

Mr. THOMSON: While possibly there
is something in what the deputy Premier
has interjected, we should have sufficient
experience to enable ms to say which shall
be the urea that is to be regarded as the
State forest area. On the subject of the
rajlways. I am glad to see that a new Rail-
way Advisory Board has been appointed.
In inaking that appointment the Govern-
ment acted on sound lines and much good
will result by having that independent
board.

The Minister for Railways: Times change
and methods also.

Mr. THOMSON : 1t is time we gave con-
sideration to railway construction on what
we might eall scientific lines. The trouble
in the past has been that the settlers.have
gone out and struggled for -many years.
They have hattled and fought and they have
had io lobby in ovder.to secure railway ex-
tensions to their districts. The suggestions
put forward bv Mr. Stileman, the Engineer-
in-Chief, whilst I may not agree with them
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in their entirety, are worthy of every con-
sideration. A broad comprehensive scheme
of railway construction is something that
ultimately must benefit the State. It is to
be regretted that there has been a sugges-
tion that because one member has a little
more political pull than another, he has been
able to secure the eonsiruction of a railway,
in a certain direction which has afterwards
‘been proved to have been nof in the interests
of the majority. !n the matter of railway
construciion we should see that every mile
of railway bnilt will eventually become a
part of the comprehensive scheme. S¢ long
gs we bear in mind the flow of trade to its
natural port, the State must in the end
benefit. In my opinion and in the opinion
of the party I vepresent the work of rail-
way construction should be in the hands of
the Railway Department. I am one of those
who believe that as far as possible we should
avoid duplication, and T consider that the
Chief Engineer of Railways should be the
officer to supervise the eonstrnction of all
railways. ¥e should be better able to de-
cide on the grades and the partienlar direc-
tien a line should take so as to make the
grades as easy as possible. We know that
‘under the present administration large sums
of money have heen spent in re-grading.
That is the reason why the railways are in
such a happy position just now of bemn'
able to inerease the train loads.

Hon. G. Taylor: The railways eng'ineg'r
shonld atfend to construction only.

Mr. THOMSON: The railways engineer
should be a member of the Advisory Board
becaunse his experience would no doubt -en-
able him to suggest means for the reduction
of costs. I understand that about £30,000
is being spent in the deviation of the rail-
way from Wooreloo to Chidlows with the
object of considerably increasing the capa-
city of the train loads along that section.
I speak only as a layman, but when that
railway was= built, surely the engineers
might have advised its construetion in that
direction.

The Minister for Railways: In the early
days all the heavy loads were going-inland
to the goldﬁelds, and they did not bother
about grades in respeet of traffic comlng to
the coast.

‘Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased that the
(Government have appointed a representative
of the Railway Department to that board.
Let me now turn fo an interesting table
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dealing with the working of the Govern-
ment railways. While the capital hss in-
creased by £539,470, the interest per train
mile has decreased by 1.99 per cent. That
to my mind is certainly very satisfactory,
especially as the railways are able to show
a profit of £34,556. 1t is a splendid tribute
to the administrative ability of the Commis-
sioner, Colonel Pope, and his exesutive
officers that, notwithstanding an inerease of
818 employees, the adoption of the 44-hour
week and the payment of increased wages,
ete., it bas been possible actually to reduce
working exzpenses plus interest per train
mile by 3.57 per cent.

Mr. Kenneally: It indicates that em-
ployees respond te good eonditions.

Mr. THOMSON : There are some people
80 biassed in their opinions that they are not
even prepared to give credit to the men
‘who are responsible for the present financial
position of the railways.

The Minister for Railways: No, it is due
to co-operation.

Mr. THOMSON : With all due respect to
the member for East Perth, I have no de-
sire to detract from the work of the rail-
waymen. As I stated previously, we haye
an excellent body of employees. But the
management of the railways lies with the
executive officers and whatever savings have
been effected—doubtléss snggestions have
been made by employees and acted upon—
the Commissioner and his officers are re-
sponsible for the present satisfactory posi-
lion. \

The Minister for Railways: Each hmse in
ra team 'has to pull its weight.

Mr. THOMSON I .am aware of that, but
we also know that with an arniy of 8,833
employees there must be a pretty good
guiding hand on the rein to obtain those
results, I want to.give credit where in my
opinton’ credit is due, and I say unhesitat-
ingly that the Commisgioner and his execu-
tive officers have shown remarkable admin-
istrative ability.

Hon, G. Taylor: Are not you going to
give the Minister any credit?

The Minister for Railways: No,

Mr. THOMSON: Working expenses in-
creased by £176,644 and the interest in-
ereased by £27,515, or a total of £204,159.
Despite those additional charges and thanks
to a bountiful harvest, the Commissioner
has been able to show-a profit.

. The Minister for Rallways: Thanks to l:he
general expansion of trade.
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Mr. THOMSON: If we had not had a
bountiful harvest, there would have been no
general expansion of trade,

The Minister for Railways: I am speaking
of the ralways.

Mr. THOMSON: So am I.

Mr. Kenneally: You are not studying the
figures much at the present time.

Mr, THOMSON : Perbaps I can do so as
well as can the hon. member, beeause he
studies them from only one viewpoint, and
1 study them from all angles. We have to
thank the bountiful barvest for the fact
that the Railway Department showed such
# profit. Why, the railways are still hauling
wheat, and it is the first oecasion on which
the railways have been so engaged at this
season of the year. We have often had it
thrown up at us that wheat is not a profit-
able ecommodity to the Railway Department,
and yet the only time that the railways have
shown a snbstantial profit has been when
they have been haunling full loads of wheat.

Mr. Clydesdale: What about timber?

Mr. THOMSON: Timber plays its part
ulso, but the big harvest has been largely
responsible for the expansion of trade and
the satisfactory position of the railways.
An additional £40,000 will be levied on the
railways to pay for long service leave, and
1 hope we shall get a harvest of 35,000,000
or 40,000,000 bushels this year, for other-
wise the Railway Department will not show
such a substantial profit next year as it has
done this year. Let me analyse the figures
and ecompare the years 1923 and 1927. In
my opinion the Commissioner has achieved
almost the impossible. The mileage open
has increased by 10% per cent., the train
miles have increased by 2134 per ceut, and
the ton miles of goods and livestock have
increased by 5114 per cent. Yet our loco-
mofives have decreased by 6 per eent. 1
am prepared to admit that our preseni-day
engines are hanling heavier loads, but actu-
ally the number of locomotives has de-
creased. Though the mileage open has in-
creased by 10 per cent, the passenger
vehicles have deercased by two coaches, and
our wagons have inereased by omly 3 per
cent.

Hon. G. Taylor: The department must
have scrapped a lot.

Mr. THOMSON: No, in 1923 we had
12,108 wagons and this year we have 12,471,
Yet our ton mile teaffie increased by 51%
per cent. The capital cost has increased by
9.97 per cent., the average earnings by 2339
per cent,, the working expenses by 2115 per
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cent., and the train miles run by 21 per
cent. It is rather a startling fact that this
year we carried 720,149 passengers fewer
than in last year.

Mr. Clydesdale: Due to motor competi-
tion.

My, THOMSON: That is so. 1f is inter-
esting to note also that the ton miles of live-
stock and goods has increased by 5114 per
cent.,, and vet the department have been
able to carry that inereased traffic with an
additional 3 per cent. of rolling stock. My
friends opposite say that the co-operation
of the employees is responsible for that re-
sult. Doubtless they have done their part,
tbut the executive oflicers have provided the
organisation. It is marvellous that the de-
partment should have Leen able to move
such a largely increased tonnage with an
additional 3 per cent. of {rucks.

The Minister for Railways: We spread the
harvest over a considerable period and
against opposition too, but that is our poliey.

Mr. THOMSON: The department have
been rather at fault this year, and it was
not wise for the wheat pool to foree all the
wheat on the market, firstly, because it would
not be profitable, and secondly, because the
task was impossible with the limited rolling
stock available. I admit that the Minister
for Railways, so far as the Treasurer will
permit him, has ordered a small number of
trucks, but we must increase the stock of
wagons and certainly the stock of sheets,
Inereased supplies of hoth are badly wanted.

Mr. Kenneally: You were never better
off for sheets than youn are to-day.

The Minister for Railwavs: Never half as
well off.

Mr. THOMSOX: Stil we have not
enough. There are plenty of men with £5
in their pockets who were never better off
in their lives, but it is not to say that they
would not like to be better off still. When
any faults are to be found with the wheat
pool, the memher for Fremantle (Mr. Slee-
man) seems to be a ready mouthpiece for
the people at Fremantle. He is concerned
about 10 tons of wheat that got wet. Who
was responsible? The fact is that the sheets
were not available and trucks were not avail-
able. I am not blaming the Minister for
not having provided more sheets and more
trucks. Out of all the millions of bushels of
wheat produced, 10 tons got wet and the
member for Fremantle is eoncerned abont it.

Mr. Sleeman: Yon do not know anything
ahont it.
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Mr. THOMSOX : Of course not; the hon.
member is the oracle for all things. I hap-
pen to know possibly a little more than the
hon. member knows about if.

Mr. Sleeman: If you do, you are nof
showing it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. THOMSOX: Altogether 10 tons of
wheat was damaged. Tf the Railway De-
partment had been able to supply us with
more sheets and more trucks no doubi the
10 tons would not have gone to waste, There
is always a certain quantity of wheat that
gets wet. The member for Fremantle was
keen to draw attention to the damaged
wheat, but there was one thing he forgot.
The wheat pool that handles the wheat for
the farnners is their own concern, and its
officers have sufficient business experience to
know that it does not pay the pool or the
State to send away wheat that is not of the
standard for which it is sold.

Mr, Sleeman: But they get the extra
weight for the wet wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: Under those conditions
I should be able to rely upon the hearty
support and co-operation of the hon, mem-
ber in urging upon the Minister the supply
of more sheets and more trucks.

Mr, Sleeman interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I have called
attention to the interruntions of the hon.
member repeatedlv; and if T have to do so
again, I regret I shall have to take more
drastie action.

Mr. THOMSON: T commend to the Min-
ister’s earnest eonsideration the urgent need
for providing more wagons, in view of the
fact that we are extending our railways in
all direclions to develop the State. The
figures T have quoted show that the Railway
Department have all but achieved the impos-
sible in shifting 51% per cent. more goods
with an inercase of only 3 per cent. in
trueks. I hope the Minister will be able to
prevail on the Treasurer, when framing his
Estimates, to provide a larger amounnt for
trucks; and certainly mfPe sheets are needed.
While to-day we may be in a beiter posi-
tion than ever before in this respeet, never-
theless the demands on the Railway Depart-
ment are greater than ever they were. If
next vear we have the crop we sineerely hope
for, the demands upon the Railway Depart-
ment will exceed anything known previously.
Long may that state of affairs continve! As
each suceeeding harvest comes, we hope the
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demands will be such as to compel the pro-
vision of more sheets, more trucks, and more
locomotives.

The Minister for Reilways: An amount
of £600,000 is already authorised for rolling
stock.

Mr. THOMSBOX : Even that is not enough.
I hope the Minister for Railways will be
able to prevail upon the Treasurer to place
more money on the Estimates for this
purpose. I regret I have been so long,
and I shall be as brief as I can be in
coneluding. Another matter I should like
to submit to the Minister is the question of
{rueking yards, for which I do hope provi-
sion will be made. T do not want to be
parochial, especially as you, Mr. Speaker,
are interested in the Esperance district;
but the Press states that a trucking vard
has been provided at Esperance.

The Minister for Railways: No.

Mr. THOMSON: I have not the cutting
by me. By the next mail after the appear-
ance of the paragraph I had a letter from
A certain part of my electorate pointing out
that the people there have been asking for
a trucking yard for 15 years and so far
have not succeeded in getting one. 1 do
not suppose that the Minister for Rail-
ways, who has more important matters to
attend to, concerns himself about indivi-
dual trucking yards; bat I hope funds will
be made available for that purpose.

The Minister for Railways: I think we
installed over fifteen trncking yards last
year. The same number will be installed
this year.

Mr. THOMSON: So far ihe Government
have deemed it of paramount importance
to prant the wages staff of the railways the
44-hour week, long service leave, and in-
creased wages. I hope the Government
will now be able to extend some considera-
tion to those who provide loading for the
railways and thus afford employment for
railway employees. I trust the Govern-
ment will extend the period for cheaper
carriage of super. T should like to see it
extended thronghout the vear, at all events
until May.

The Minister for Railways: Even if it
were a little more expensive, a flat rate all
the year round wonld be better.

AMr. THOMSON: If a man at Katannine
pets his 6 tons of super in January,
February or March, the railway freicht
amounts to £2 1s. 6d. If he gets it after
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the period whieh the Minister has been
good enough to extend, the railway freight
amounts to £5 Ts. 8d., or a difference of
£3 5s. 1id. on the six tons. That is hardly
equitable. 1 know of no forward freight
carried by the Railway Department which
gives a better return in back freight than
super does, though it may not do so imme-
diately. I have pointed out before that
every ton of super carried by the Railway
Department gives them an average return
loading of over eight tons. Further, I
wounld like the Government to consider
tavonrably the granting of assistance to
country industries. The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) tells me that the
(Giovernment propose to establish some
works on the Eastern Goldfields line. Let
me point out the difficulties in conneetion
with country industries. Every section of
the House claims to stand for decentralisa-
tion, and therefore I ask the Government
to consider favourably a through mill rate
for flour mills, I acknowledge that the
Railway Department now give a rebate of
121, per cent. in respect of freight on flour
for export, but our country mills are at a
disadvantage in quoting for export. I do
not ask for something that does not exist
elsewhere. It exists in Vietoria to-day.
Let me give an illustration. It is estimated
that the average hanl of wheat is 140
miles, which at the speeial rate costs
12s. 2d. per ton. Taking that as the aver-
age haul to the mill at Katanning—T speak
of Katanning beeause it is my home town
—it would eost 12s. 2d. per ton to get the
wheat there. If, after the wheat had bheen
gristed. the miller desired to export it
through Albany, the haul of 116 miles, less
the 12}, per cent. allowance, wonld cost
10s. 2d., making a total haulage cost of
£1 2s. 4d. per ton. T will now quote the
Cottesloe flour mill, taking it on the same
hasis with an average haul costing 12s, 2d.
per ton.

Mr. Mann: You are wrong now. The
average haul is much greater than 140
miles,

Mr. THOMSON: Not aceording to the
Railway Department’s figures, on which
T am going.

Mr. Mann: That would refer to one of
the York mills.

Mr. THOMSON : If the hon. member
will stndy the matter, he will find the aver-
ape haunl to work out at abeut 140 miles.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Railways: A lot of
wheat comes from Geraldton, where the
average haul is very close.

Mr. THOMSOXN : The average haul costs
125, 2d.; and the cost of haulage from
Cottesloe to the port, less 1214 per cent,
amounts to 3s. 1114d., or a total haulage
cost of 16s, 114d.; say 16s. 2d. Thus the
Cottesloe mill has an advantage of 59s. to
8s. per ton on export flour over the Katan-
ning mill. The Minister will readily see
that this fact places country mills at a
disadvantage. [t is not desirable that all
our industries should be drawn fo the
ports; we want to keep in the country those
which are already established there, and
therefore I commend the matter to the
Government’s consideration. Let-me give

‘an illustration of what is done in Victoria.

Mr. Mann : The average haulage to
Katanning would not be 140 miles.

My, THOMSON: With all due respect
te the hon. member interjecting, who
represents Perth, I still believe the figures
which T have given to be pretty correet.
The Vietorian Railway Department assist
the Vietorian dried fruits industry to this
exteni, that the freicht on every ton of
dried frunit carried from Mildura to Mel-
bourne for loeal consnmption is £2 Ts,
while the freight on dried froits carried
from Mildura to Melbonrne for export is
only £1 3s, per ton, I commend to the
serious consideration of the Minister and
his department the suggestions which T
have put forward. I advance them as
being in the best interesis of cur country
distriets. This is one means whereby the
Giovernment mayv encourage & true system
of decentralisation. 1 am indeed pleased
to see that something which we as a
party have advocated in and out of season
is now heing taken notice of by metro-
politan people. At a recent meeting of the
City Council a councillor moved that
metropolitan utilities should be vested in
a separate board. We of the Couniry
Party have argued for many years that
such metropelitan utilities as water sup-
ply. sewerage, ¢lectrie light, and transport
in the form of tramways should be vested
in a metropolitan board of works similar
to that which exists in Victoria. I am
delighted to see that the proposal is beimg
considered in the metropolis. May I also
snggest to the QGovernment something
further > While one regrets making a
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lenzthy speech, nevertheless this is the
one debate in the course of which mem-
her~ are able to give a great deal of
wlvice and throw out many suggestions.
In the Bastern States muech interest is now
being taken in Western Australia. We have
the Couneil of Industrial Development, who
exhibit our local mannfaecturers and per-
form other useful funetions, 1 commend to
the Government’s earnest consideration the
establishment of similar offices in Melbourne
and Sydney. Western Australia wonld
henetit from them. We had offices in the
Ea-tern States years ago; and if we now
set up sumetbing in the nature of tourist
bureaus in the chief capital cities of the
East, incidentally making available first-
haml information concerning Western Aus-
tralin's possibilities, we shall encourage an
inftux of Eastern visitors. And not only
that: there are numeroms Eastern people
looking for land, and the Eastern offices T
sugzest would afford reliable information
as to that aspect. The Minister stated that
not o day passed without his office having
inquiries from men seeking land, some of
them with £5,000 or £6,000 capital. If ad-
vantage were taken of my suggestion, many
such men might be induced to come here
and take up land. Dealing with road con-
struction, T note with regret that during
the past year a sum of £38,000 was spent
from State funds in making roads on the
Peel Estate. In my opinion that expendi-
ture reflects no credit at all on the Govern-
ment, having regard to the position whieh
they mnst have known to exist on the estate.
Surely to goodness the expenditare in ques-
tion. especially in view of the meagre in-
formation at the Oovernment’s disposal,
war a wicked waste of publie funds! T
hope Ministers will be able to furnish a
satisfactory explanation of the maiter. T
am not going to say much regarding the
Main Roads Board. We have had evidenee,
gained as the result of the formation of the
Industries Assistance Board, of what we may
expeet, for that econcern got into an unholy
mess, We know that its operations extended
to 2 degree with which the officers were un-
able to eope. Without casting any reflec-
tion on the members of the Main Roads
Board, it seems to me that we are in the
sane postion regarding the construction of
our roads. We have started much too soon.
It would have been better to have delayed
operations for a few months so that the
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Board would have been in a position to eope
with the demands made upon it, instead of
pushing on in the way we did. I was
rather staggered at the statement of the
Minister that the preparations of plans and
specifications would have meant a serious
delay and served no good purpose. Surely
in the expenditure of £500,000 upon road
construction, we should work to plans and
specifications. When the legislation dealing
with the main roads problem was under con-
sideration we were given to understand that
the board would be composed of practieal
men. Now we find that the board is really
a Public Works branch transferred to the
Main Koads Board.

Mr. Manu: But the board has much
greater guthority than the members would
have if they were in the Public Works De-
partment.

Mr, THOMSON: Yes, but it seems re-
markable that we should immediately launch
out and spend large sums of money on road
gonstruction. We were told that the mem-
bers of the board had a thorough knowledge
of road construction and knew their job.
As soon as they were appointed—I do not
disagree with the action taken by the Gov-
ernment—it was found necessary to send
the chatrman all over the world to aeguire
the latest information regarding road con-
stroetion, and to purchase the most up-to-
date machinery available. If the Minister
in charge, or the hoard, decided that it was
in the interests of the State to send the
chairman away on that mission, surely it
would have been wiser to have waited

Hon. G. Taylor: Until he eame back with
his fuller knowledge.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, or at any rate
not to have gone so far ahead with the work
as we did.

Mr. Mann: Then we wounld not have got
the grant from the Federal Government.

Mr. THOMSON: That is not so, because
the arrangement was made that if we conld
not spend the whole of the money available
in one year, the balance could be trans-
ferred to the succeeding year. We need
have had no fears from that standpeint.
We know that the policy of the Government
favours day labour. They may, or may not,
be able to get beiter value for money ex-
pended by the adoption of that policy. The
mamber for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) quoted
figures regarding work done by a road board
compared with that done departmentslly by
day labour. That demonstrated the posi-
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tion. A great proportion of our roads
should be constructed by the loeal authori-
ties. I confess that I have always favoured
the system in vogue years ago whereby the
Government made a grant to road boards
for the construction of certain roads that
had to be constructed according to the eon-
ditions laid down by the Public Works De-
partment. Good value was received for
the money expended in that direction. To-
day operations are overleaded and the over-
head expenses must be great. 1 doubt
whether we ecan get the results that we
should obtain. One of the main reasons for
this is that we started on our main road
construction before we were ready. The
Government have laid down a poliey of
road construction for each board covering
a period of five years and for each year
£2,000 will be available for the road bhoards
concerned. In the interests of the State,
the Government should call for tenders for
the ronstruction of the roads. If that were
done snfficient indueement would be held
out to contractors to purchase efficient
plants for road construction. As, however,
it is the policy of the Glovernment to do the
work by day labour, it eannot be expected
that the contractors will go to that expense.
If the Government will call for tenders, I
will gumarantee that tenders will be sub-
mitted to them, While the Main Roads
Board is supposed to be apart from politi-
cal control, it was a remarkable coincidence
that just before the election the hoard
rushed men into various electorates. Some
690 men were sent to various electorates
on the last day upon which they coumld
qualify for enrolment in those electorates.
Notwithstanding that fact, the works were
commenced on the 6th January without ap-
proval of the Commonwealth authorities.
The Minister stated that no work had been
commenced withont authority, but it is re-
markable that no application was made to
the Federal Government until the 22nd Feb-
raary. That was when the approval of the
Federal Minister for Works was sought for
the operations to be carried out by day
labour. That action placed members of the
Main Roads Board in an unenviable position,
particnlarly when they were induced to send
men to various electorates as I have indi-
cated.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do you think the ab-
sence of the chairman had anything to do
with it?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMSOX : T cannot say.

The Minister for Railwavs: He was not
away at that time.

Mr. THOMSON: I regret that it was
done, T believe the loecal roads boards
should have the opportunity to construet the
subsidiary roads and that tenders should
be called for the work.

Mr. Heron: Tenders are called for the
work.

Mr. THOMSON:
heen done?

Mr. Heron: For a long time.

Mr. THOMBON: T am not aware of that
faet. I cam give an instanee where, in a
certain distriet, the Government were con-
structing roads by day labour, but the men
were knocked off beeause it was too wet to
work. Then the Government call for ten-
ders for road construction in another part
of the district, where, to use a vnlgarism,
the state of the road would bog a duck. The
contractor, however, was expected to tender
for the construction of that road in winter,
notwithstanding the faet that the Depart-
ment eonsidered it was unprofitable work
to undertake. If that is what some hon.
members consider is a fair comparison, I
do not agree with them.

Mr, Heron: It is three years ago since
tenders were first called in my distriet.

Mr. THOMSON: Then the hon. member
is fortunate. Sueh a thing is not known
in my distriet.

The Minister for Railways: Road boards
are asked to tender.

Mr. THOMSON: The point is that day
labour is the Government’s policy and there-
fore contractors cannot he induced to spend
money on the purchase of plants, unless
there is likelibood of continuity of the con-
tract system,

Mr. Clydesdale: Most of the work
throughout Australia is done by day labour.

Mr. Withers: Even contractors adopt the
system.

Mr. THOMSON: T will deal briefly with
the question of child endowment. The State
Labour policy on that question was recently
determined when 100 union delegates from
all over the State, conferred at the
Trades Hall. Including those present were
the Premier, Senators Needham and Graham
and a number of members of Parliament.
The conference decided to press for a Com-
monwealth scheme of child endowment of
10s. 6d. per week per child, That is one

Since when has that
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of the loads the unions are endeavouring
to foist upon the community. Some workers
are quite willing to urge that they shonid
get the maximum, and I am willing that
they should have it. We, in Western Aus-
tralia, however, will be placed in an un-
fortunate position by the unioms if they
sueceed in imposing upon the people of Ans-
tralia the basic wage of £4 5s. per week for
a man, his wife and two children, plus 10s.
Gd. for each child per week. Where is the
money to come from?  Senator Needham
said that during the war we were able to
find £400,000,000, so that it was obvious
it was quite easy to raise the money. Let
me give one or two small instances. There
is a commodity that ean be manufactured in
Queensland but the factory is not working.
It is cheaper to send goods from Melbourne
for distribution throoghout Queensland and
to sell that eommodity at 3s. per case less
than the cost of manufacture in Queensland.
We know that recently the Commonwealth
Shale Qil Company closed down because it
could not operate on the 44-hour basis and
ineur the additional expenditare imposed
upun the concern. Yet we have these 100
union delegzates, sapposed to represent the
brains and ability of the Labour movement,
deciding that, apart from the basic wage,
there must be paid weekly 10s. 6d. per
child! That is the burden the wisdom of
the Labour unionists would impose upon the
primary produeers of Australia and of
Western Australia in particular. I am
dealing with this from a Western Australian
point of view, because this State depends
upon primary production. We have spent
£6,000,000 to put people on the land in var-
ious groups. So far they have not been
successful in making a living. Yet, what do
we find? This conference urged upon the
Commonwealth a national system of child
endowment apart from and independent of
the hasic wage I have indicated. They also
dectded that no Royal Commission appointed
to disenss the question would be acceptable
as adequately representative unless represen-
tation were given to unions and women. This
is what the conference nrged—

That the Commonwealth Government should
provide such finaneial aid as is reagonable to
admit of the proper preparation and presenta-
tion {o the Commission of such data as the
trade wnions deem pertineat to the adequate
statement of their views on the subject of
chidd endowment generally, and, in particuldr,

concerning proposed schemes which, if adopted,
would involve readjnstments of wages for any
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section of workers. That the tdea promulgated
by the Prime Minister at the recent Premiers’
Conference calling for a reduction of wages
by entorcing a reduction in the domestic unit
are absolutely repugnant, and therefore re-
jected. the conference holding that industry
should by wages provide a reasonable standard
of life for the average worker om the basis of
a man, wife and at least two dependent chil-
dren.

T hope the standard will be asg high as pos-
sible, but I want to draw the attention of
those gentlemen who are putting forward
that scheme to the question of where the
money is to come from. Why is our gold
mining industry not in a position to pay
its way to-day? It is not solely because
of the tariff; it is also becanse of the high
costs imposed upon the industry by the
vicious eircle in which we live.

Mr. Panton: You are not going to blame
the wages for that.

Mr. THOMSON: High wages have
something to do with it. The Arbitration
Court were reluctantly compelled the other
day to refuse an increase.

Hon, G. Taylor: Because it could not
be passed on.

Mr. THOMSON: Quite so. The judge
in giving his decision said he sympathised
with them, but could not give it to them.
There is an industry that must go out, so
what is the use of——

The Minister for Mines: It is not going
out yet. Don't make any mistake about
that.

Mr. THOMSON: I sincerely hope it is
not. What is our position to-day? We
find there is a tightness of money through-
out the Commonwealth., I wonder if our
friends ever ask themselves the reasou why,
We are importing more than we are ex-
porting, and therefore money is getting

tighter.

Mr. Mann: Has the motor car business
anything to do with it?

Mr. THOMSON: It certainly has a

little to do with it, but it is not all the
cause.

Mr. Clydesdale: Don’t youn think so?

Mr. THOMSON: Well you can blame
the lot on to it if you like, but that does
not get away from the fact that with all
the money invested in our manufacturing
industries and with all the protection they
bave in the tariff, 96 per cent. of om pro-
duction exported is primary production.
That is the point our friends should con-
sider when urging greater increases and
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more comfortable conditions. I must say
that as the result of what little T saw in
the mefropolitan sreas in the East T do not
wonder at industrial nnrest. When a man
cannot get a house for his family under £2
per week I quite understand why the work-
ers are discontenfed and say they have not
sufficient money to pay their way.

Mr. Kenneally:
Fair Rents Billt

My. THOMSON: What benefit has such
a measure been in New South Wales? It
has not been of any advantage at all. If
you want a decent house there yon have to
pay £2 or £3 per week. And that in New
South Wales, where you have & fair rents
law! One of thz reasons why, is because
we are living in that vieious circle and be-
eause the member for East Perth and others
are always urging that things should go up
and up, forgeiting that it must all come
back on the worker in the long run. I
want to draw attention to the fact that my
friends are living in a fool’s paradise. I
know all sides of this question, and prob-
ably have suffered as many of the diffieul-
ties and hardships that occur to men as
have any members sitting opposite. So
I have every sympathy with their de-
sires to improve the position. So far as I
can judge, that proposal put forward by
the Prime Minister was ultimately in the in-
terests of the workers. Why do we ask for
child endowment? Because we consider
that the man and the woman doing their
duty to the State by bringing children into
the world are entitled to some assistance.
But we have fixed the scheme, not on the
basis of a man and his wife, but on a basis
that adds two children to the unit. The
Commonwealth  Government’s suggestion
was a reasonable one. If there is anything
sound in the principle of child endowment
—we all admit that—here was an equitable
and reasonable way of getting it. Would
it not be better to start on a reasonable
basis? Is it fair to be paying for millions
of children not in existence? The basis of
a man and his wife is quite fair. But if by
imposing these new conditions we put people
out of work, what will be the position of
our primary industries? The Minister for
Lands, when speaking of the Paterson but-
ter scheme, said the creation of high
land values were vresponsible for it
and that it was a general tax on
the consumers of Australia to the ex-

Will you support a

[ASSEMBLY.]

tent of two million pounds, due to the
faet that the soldiers bad taken up land
at high value when butier was 2s. per lb.
He could see ahead, he said, an unhappy
time for consumers if they did not wake up.
He added that the dried fruits people were
in somewhat the same condition. Why is it
that our butter and dried frnits people
want assistance? Tt is not all ascribable
to the high value of land and to the tariff.
There are other conditions that make the
position impossible. The tariff has a con-
siderable effect, and the Arbitration Court
also imposes difficulties. The unions appeal
to the court and, so far as one may judge,
when the fAndinz is satisfactory to them
they accept it. Take the present position.
Hundreds of men marched to the Arbitra-
tion Court in New South Wales the other
day. The unions appealed to the court and
afterwards refused to ahide by Judge
Beeby’s decision regarding piecework. Hav-
ing tried the Arbitration Court they say,
“We cannot get any more from that, so we
want industrial courts,” Where is the fair-
ness of those men, such keen advocates of
the Arbitration Court, who are not pre-
pared to abide by the findings of that court?
Mr. Keane, the General Secretary of the
Australian Railway Unpion, addressed a
mass meeting of employees at Newport and
urged them to refuse fo aceept ptecework
Here is a report of his remarks:—

The policy of the Australian Railways Union,
Mr. Keane said, was to secure a shorter work-
ing week based on the day labour system of
payment. The union had made a careful in-
vestigation of the piecework system, and was
satisfied that it should not be adopted. Mr.
Keane cutlined the petion which had been taken
by the annual conferemce of the union to op-
Pose the piecework system, and the meeting en.
dorsed the aetion which had been. declded on,,

Wee hear & lot about efficiency and the lack of
efficiency in the employers, but if you go to
the Bastern States yon will find that the
average mantfacturer there has the most
up-to-date machinery in the world. And be
will say to you, “I have conditions imposed
upon me by the unions. In the United States,
where they are manufseturing, and we have
to compete with them, they have perhaps
one man attending to half a dozen aute-
matic machines. However, the econditions
1aid down in Australia will not permit that.”
The unions themselves are saying, “We will
not allow our fellow workmen to earn more
than the basic wage.” While with one
breath they call for the protection of the
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court, in the next they say, “We will not
obey the orders of the court, because Bill
Jones might earn more than Bill Smith.”
They want to put all employees on the one
level. In the interests of the workers them-
selves and in the interests also of Australia,
it is time that men like those 100 uvnion
delegates who met together should at least
consider what their efforts will bring them
to. Let us take the position of the primary
producers as a whole.  The Minister for
Lands said he was very much concerned,
that he saw a serious position ahead for the
consumers. Why was the Paterson butter
scheme brought into existence, and why did
they ask for a duty? Because the eonditions
imposed upon them have rendered them un-
ahle to compete. Therefore they say the
worker is entitled to go to the Arbitration
Court and is protected against foreign or
chesp labour by having his wages increased;
the manufacturer goes to the Tarifi Board,
and beeause the Arbitration Court has in-
creased the rate of wages he is immediately
granted an additional percentage by way of
protective duty. But the people who have
to sell their primary products in the world's
markets are not in that happy position. I
wonder whether our friends who are such
stauneh supporters

Mr. Mann: We send secondary produetion
also overseas.

Mr. THOMSON: We are not in a posi-
tion to sell secondary production overseas.
The only produects we are selling in competi-
tion with the world overseas are our primary
produets, fruit, wool, wheat, timber and coal.

Mr. Coverley: Don’t forget the meat.

Mr THOMSON: All T can say is that
any tnan interested in the meat industry in
Australia must know that it is the poorest
paying proposition of the lot.

Mr. Coverley: In your opinion,

Mr. THOMSON: If any man knows
whether or not meat is a profitable industry
it shounld be the member for Kimberley. 1
do not know what the average price is here.
On the Atherton tableland there are meat
works where the average price paid is 10s.
per ewt., live weight. Of course that is a
pavable proposition! One need only ask the
Duracks and the others in the Kimberleys
who are engaged in eattle raising how much
they have made put of the meat industry
during the last few years. We have exported
meat, but every pound weight of it has been
exported at a less.
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Mr. Coverley: That is no fanlt of the em-.
ployees you are moaning about. You have
moaned for four hours,

Mr. THOMSON': If I could not moan to
greater effect than the hon. member I should
be sorry that I had risen to my feet. We
are dealing with export commodities. Even
in the matter of meat we ecannot compete
successfully with the outside world.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And we are paying
a Federal bonus.

Mr. Coverlev: It has been knocked off for
three years.

Mr. THOMSON : They are asking for it
again. Our main products are mesat, wool,
wheat and timber, We are not in a position
to export manufactured goods. That is why
those engaged in the butter industry volun-
tarily decided to contribute 3d. per lb. to
the pool. This means that they ave getting
an increase of 3d, per b. If the Australian
worker is entitled to maintain his standard
of living, does he want to deny it to those
engaged in the primary industries?® It
seems that he does. He wants these satis-
factory conditions, but is not prepared to
give them to those who are engaged in the
dairying and dried fruits indusiries. The
producers are going to pay their share of the
10s. 6d. per week which the union delegates
in Melbourne have decided is & fuir and
proper charge to be put upon the industry.

Mr. Kenneally: That was in Perth.

Mr. THOMSON: If 4 man is fortunate
enough to be working at day labour
under union rules, he will receive the child
endowment. If he is working for himself on
the land he will not be entitled to it. Even
with a hard strugele he cannot get the hagic
wage, and though he is asked to contiibute
to the endowment be is to be denied the
right of receiving anything from it.

Hon. @G. Taylor: That will be something.
He will not be left out altogether.

The Minister for Mines: That would be a
pity.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister objected
to the 3d. on butter being paid, and said it
was a ba-l thing. The Minister for Agrieul-
ture, at the conference held in Adelaide,
was the ¢ .ly one who raised his voice against
it. He * as more coneerned about the con-
sumers 1hin the producers. Although West-
ern Australin does not contribute 1d. towards
the Pat~v<on butter scheme, the producers of
the State are benefiting to the tune of 3d.
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per ton. The chairman of the butter fac-
tory at Bunbury said he was not in favour
of it, but that his factory on last year’s out-
put had henefiied to the extent of £14,000.

Hon. H. Miltington: Who paid for it?
The consumer?

Mr, THOMSON: Of course the consumer
paid. Does the hon. member think he should
not pay?

Mr. Chesson: The consumer always pays.

Hon, H. Millington: You said Western
Australia did not contribute. It does con-
tribute.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course. The pro-
ducers themselves in Western Australia have
not contributed 1d. towards it. As the pro-
ducers in the Eastern States have put that
into the fund they have been able to increase
their price by 3d. a 'b. Why should they not
do s0? 'Who would members expect to pay
for it? If it is logical and right that these
benefits should be given to the Australian
worker and the manufacturer, I wonder if,
they are willing to agree to the Australian
price of wheat. The wheat producer in this
State should get the London parity plus all
charges. From Western Australia to London
these are estimated to cost 1s. 9d. per bushel.
The cost of wheat on the London market at
54s, a quarter works out at an average of
Gs. 9d. a bushel. Our loecal price was 3s.
T.ast vear we produced 30,000,000 bushels
of wheat, and our total estimated local eon-
sumption was 2,000,000 bushels. If it is
logical for the Australian Arbitration Court
to protect the worker, and for the tariff to
protect the manufacturer surely it is logical
that the same argument should apply to the
wheat producer, and that he should receive
the Australian price. If we were given the
London parity in Western Australia for our
local consumption, £175,000 more would be
paid by the consumers in Western Austra-
lia, that is if the conditions which apply
to manufactured goods which enter from
overseas, namely, the London price plus the
cost of transport, applied to wheat. That is
what happens in connection with our wire
netting, which is admitted duty-free pro-
vided the priee it costs from London to Aus-
tralin does not come below the Australian
manufactured price. If that is logieal it
would be fair to say that instead of wheat
being sold in Western Australia at the Lon-
don price less handling charges we were en-
titled to the eost of bringing it into Austra-
lia. Instead of the difference being 1s. 9d.
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we should be paid 3s, 6d. a bushel more for
our wheat.

Mr. Clydesdale: Do you think the far-
mers wonld complain then?

Mr, THOMSON: They would be quite
satisfied, and the money would be willingly
paid.

Hon, G, Taylor: I should like to see them
satisfied.

Mr. Marshall:
with 9s.

Mr, Lindsay: You have never heard
wheatgrowers complain about the price of
whent.

Mr, THOMSON: In New South Wales
at the last conference of the primary pro-
ducers a motion urged upon the State Gov-
ernment the necessity for abolishing the
agricultural employees award, since it was
causing unemployment and hindering
development by its harassing conditions.
Some members who have taken part
in this debate did not give sufficient con-
sideration to the subject before them.

Mr. Kenneally: You have made uwp for
that.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the hon. mem-
ber’s opinion, We were told that politics
should not enter into group settlement. Poli-
ties should not enter into the child endow-
ment scheme that is being submitted to the
people. The decision that should be given
by the Royal Commission should be based
upon evidence submitted by all sections of
the community, and the findings should be
based upon how each industry in Australia
ean earry the burden.

Mr. Withers: And the report be binding
upor hoth parties.

Mr. THOMSON: As far as one can judge
from the hon. member and those supporting
him, so long as a deeision is acceptable to
them it is accepted as binding. If they do
not approve of it, as is evident in the en-
gineers’ case, there are many reasons why
they should not accept the decision of the
court.

Mr. Withers:
also?

Mr, THOMSON: No one should know
better than the hon. member that it was
clearly proved that the Piddington finding
was an impossible charge to place upon in-
dustry in Australia.

Mr. Withers: Naturally.

Mr. THOMSON: That is the reply of a
man who has not studied the question as to

They were not satisfled

And Piddington’s finding
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whether industries ¢an bear the burden. We
have our group settlements and onr returned
soldiers to consider. Members opposite are
very keen in their desire that the basis upon
whick the c¢hild endowment scheme shall be
arranged shall be upon a certain standard.
L wish to refer to the judgment given by
Judge Pike in New South Wales, A Com-
mission was appointed to inquire into the
position of returned soldiers on the Mur-
rumbidgee River. A number of witnesses
were examined and an inquiry was held to
determine the production from ihe various
classes of soil, Members of the Commis-
sion agreed unanimously that the settlers
were over-capitalised and a classification
hoard was appointed, but the settlers ob-
jected to the small representation on the
board, A land valuation eourt was as-
sembled, over which Mr. Justice Pike pre-
sided, The settlers appealed against the
determination of the classifieation. The clas-
sification board had wanted to allow the set-
tlers £f4 a week. When the committee of
inquiry presented its report the Commission
gave a remission of five years on account of
water rates and a reduction of between £300
and £500 a settler as a general concession.
Mr. Justice Pike was appealed to by
the setilers to delermine what was a
home maintenance area. He declared that
£202 was not u sulficient allowanee as, on
the basis of the Bgures of the Commission,
the settler would not have paid for his pro-
perty for 38 years. Mr. Justice Pike fixed
ns the minimum £312, which should be
allowed as a settler’s wages. Our friends
are out for a basic wage and a child endow-
ment scheme. Every section of the com-
munity is entitled to the same privileges, to
the same basic wage, before any land tax
or income tax, or rates, or any other charges
are levied upon them. If they wounld go
upon that basis I believe they wounld get a
great deal more support than they are
getting outside the House. In my opinion
they are going to load up the industries of
the country with a greater burden than they
can bear. They put forward something as
being in the interests of the community,
but I am sure they are going to place too
great a burden upon it. The Minister will
be dealing with public hospitals. I am not
a gambler, but I am sorry the Bill he intro-
dneed for what may be termed the “Golden
Casket” did not become law, T visited
Queensland recently and was surprised to
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find the success that was attending the
Golden Casket consultation. I was aston-
ished to lenrn that it had been responsible
for the payment of £100,000 to the hos-
pitals and that it had paid in prizes
£170,000. Speaking for myself, I wonld
gooner have one art union such as that than
balf a dozen carried on under the pernicious
system existing in Perth to-day. We find
thnt there are art unions for motor cars
and other prizes, to assist the Parkerville
Home, & very deserving institution, as well
as many others. It would he far better to
have one, as I have stated, under & proper
form of control than to permit a number
of art unions to be conducted.

The Minister for Mines: I have nothing
to do with them.

Mr. Marshall:
controls them.

Mr, THOMSON: I can only repeat that
of the two evils I prefer to have the one
conducted on lines similay to the Golden
Casket and forbid every other. In that way
I am smre that the hospitals would benefit
considerably.

The Minister for Mines: That would have
been dooe if Parliament had carried the Bill
that was introduced two years ago.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, I supported that
Bill.

Mr. Clydesdale: Your
other House threw it out.

Mr. THOMSON: I may be pardoned for
touching on a few small matters affecting
my distriet, and then I will conclude. T am
sorry that the Minister for Justice and the
Minister for Lands are not at present in the
Chamber. Katanning is a fairly old-estab-
lished town and its courthouse has been in
existence to my knowledge for 25 years.
The building is in & very bad state of re-
pair and lacks accommodation. When wit-
nesses are ordered out of court they are
obliged to go out on the footpath. There
is no accommodation for either witnesses or
lawyers.

Mr. Davy: There is not even any accom-
modation for solicitors in the Perth eourt-
house.

Mr. THOMSON: That docs not say we
should not have it at Katanning. I might
also draw attention to the disgraceful con-
dition of the Agrieultural Bank. The Min-
ister for Mines will agree with me on that
point because I showed him the premises,
If it were any other employer than the

The Minister for Police

friends n the
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Government I am certain a prosecution
would be instituted for confining the ofti-
cials i such a limited space, It must
surely be a breach of the Health Act. With
all the valuable files that are there, some-
thing should eertainly be done. Katanning
is a fairly progressive town, and we are ali
keen that every encouragement should be
given to Western Australians to support
the State Savings Bank. I can assure the
House that the space afforded clients of the
bank is no wider than a distance that can
be measured by my two hands. I hope the
Minister when framing the Estimates will
give some consideration to these matters. I
know that members have been somewhat
long-suffering and patient, and I thank
them sincerely for having listened to me
with 50 much attention. I had no idea that
I would occupy so mnch time, and for that
reason I thank members for the courtesy
they have extended to me, | give members
opposite every right to express the opinions
that they hold and to fight for what they
think is correet. T trust that they will
always accord me the same privilege and
that whatever we have to say within the
walls of this Chamber it will make na
difference to our friendship outside.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [10.7]): I
have not very much to add to the debate on
the Address-in-reply. I desire 1o take ad-
vantage of this opportunity to bring under
the notice of Ministers a few matters for
their consideration and immediate action.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is the stnif; now
they are sitting up.

Mr. COVERLEY: As a change of pro-
gramme I desire to express my electors’
appreeiation for sympathetic administration
by the present Government during the past
three years. It is a fact that when people
are situated so far away from the seat of
Government, with & very big spread be-
tween their governing bodies, they lack that
organisation that is so necessary for them
to make themselves heard. Therefore when
they do get a little eonsideration they ap-
preciate i, and they demonstrated that ap-
preciation at the last election, in spite of the
vigit of my friend the member for West
Perth with his powerful advocaey, and
the Leader of the Opposition who
kept the telegraph lines very busy with
orgent wires to some of his friends. I am
vary pleased for one reason that the member
for West Perth and hiz colleague did
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take the trouble to visit my electorate, If
we were to encourage a few more visits to
Kimberley, members would get a better idea
of the vast distance of the place from civi-
lised areas, and I am sure they would then
give us at times the assistance thai we re-
quire when we are advocating special con-
sideration for the far North and Nortb-
West. I feel personally gratified that my
electors are assmured of a further term of
sympathetie consideration, beeause I look
forward to a great future for that part of
the State, when its mineral resources
have been thoroughly prospected and its
many industries developed. It is a faet
that the pearling and pasforal industries
have undergone a few lean years. This is
merely a temporary set back which will be
overcome in due course. Our main draw-
backs are due to marketing problems. Re-
cently we had a promise that the Federal
Government will introduce legislation that
will be of great benefit to the pearling in-
dustry, and when the Marketing Mill is put
into operation, and the whole of the pearl-
shell product of Australia is dealt with on
a co-pperative basis, we hope to have a big
improvement and to secure fresh eapital for
the development of the industry. We have
many other drawbacks, and what T might
term the main drawback is the want of
population. In the whole of Western Aus-
tralia we are short of people, and althowgh
there is a slight inerease in the total each
year, we find that the population of the
North and North-West, suffered a decrease.
1t is not very hard to suggest reasons for
the failure of the population to increase in
the North. Having only twe industries,
pearling and pastoral, and both being sea-
sonal oecupations, they do not attract men
to that part of the State because the
majority of people employed in them sare
only part-time employees, and consequently
when the seasonal work is over they have
to go elsewhere in search of a livelihood.
That might have been materially altered had
the Government reaponsible refused the ex-
tension of the pastoral leases in 1917. That
was one drawback that debarred persons
from selecting a decent piece of country
with pertnanent water or a river frontage
sach as would give a settler a reasonable
chance of success. I do not ses any pros-
pects immediately for the North with the
exception perhaps of the poliay that the
Government propose to carry out, namely,
the resumption and the survey of hlocks in
the vicinity of the Wyndham Meat Works.
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While on the subjeet I wish to express my
sympathy with the relatives of the late Mr.
Despeissis, the officer who went to Wynd-
ham to take eharge of the.experimental
farm. It seems to me that the wheel of for-
tune once more turned against the North-
West when it removed Mr. Despeissis, be-
cause in that gentleman we had a valued
officer whose daty to the State was always
bis first consideration. Had Mr. Despeissis
been spared to continue the good work that
he was embarking upon, we would now have
had an experimental plot well advanced, a
plot that would have been of bemefit to
Kimberley and to the whole of the "State.
I hope the Minister for Agriculture will
see fit to fill the vacancy at the earliest pos-
sible moment, becanse it is necessary we
should have expert advice when we fhrow
the bloeks open for selection. When the
time arrives I hope that the Government will
see that they provide more protection for
the settlers against the aborigines than is
afforded at the present time. T hope the
Government will not lose sight of the fact
that some definite stand must be taken;
otherwise it will be nothing short of a
calamity and the loss of public money, and
perhaps the loss of life amongst new
settlers who are net aware of the
treachery of bush natives. While on
the subjeet of mnatives, I desire to
tell the Government that the time is
long overdue for a revision of the adminis-
tration of the Aborigines Department.
Under the present system of administra-
tion neither the aborigines nor the white
population of the Kimberleys are getting
a fair deal for the money provided by the
taxpayers. 1When I say that the aborigines
are not getting the justice they are en-
titled to, I refer particularly to the
measures taken for the health of bush
blacks that do not come into contact with
the white population, and also the accom-
modation provided in the shape of isola-
tion wards for aborigines generally, T
mentioned this matter three years ago, but
so far nothing has been done. Quite re-
cently three cases of leprosy and an ad-
vanced case of venereal disease were
treated at the Broome hospital. They
were treated in an obsolete bathroom, be-
cause the distriet medical officer had no-
where else to place those aborigines. At
night they were allowed to visit the town
natives and come and go as they plensed.

That of course had a tendency to spread .

it will be.
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the disease amongst the aborigines em-
ployed by the residents of the town. Such
a state of affairs would not be tolerated
for ten minutes in the metropolitan area,
because the risk of disease being spread
would put the wind up the whole popula-
tion and something would be done.

Mr. Richardson: Not the whole popula-
tion.

Mr, COVERLEY: The residents of the
Kimberleys are as mueh entitled to
protection from the spread of leprosy
as are the people residing in the dis-
tricts of Claremont or Nelson. It ig
my duty to tell the " public what is
being done with those cases in the Kim-
herleys. If the disease spreads to the
white population up there, some of those
people might come to Perth and bring the
disease down here. The sooner something
is done to stamp out the disease, the better
What I am saying is noi{ new
to the department, because the Broome
Road Board has been continnally protesting
to the Minister for Health and the
Aborigines Department pointing out the
critiecal state of the bealth of natives
located along the coast between Broome
and Derby and between Derby and Wynd-
ham. I suggest to the Government that it
is time the Aborigines Department or the
officials responsible were stirred up and
that a searching medical inspeetion was
made ‘of the aborigines in the whole of the
North-West.  Decent accommodation in
the way of isolation wards should also be
provided in various centres for the recep-
tion of patients suffering from infectious
disease. When all that is done the depart-
ment can claim to be doing sowmething for
the welfare of the race for whom they are
responstble. That is an instance of where
the present administration has failed from
the point of view of the natives. It fails
also from the point of view of the white
population in many ways. To give an
instance, the Aet altows any employer, on
the payment of two guineas per annum, fo
employ as many natives as he chooses, He
is issued with a general permit on paying
that sum. That system is entirely wrong
from many points of view, and generally
speaking it operates to the detriment of
settlement. Every native that submits him-
self for work eclaims the keep for his
mother and father, and probably alse for
four or five other relationa.
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Mr. Marshall :
socialists.

Mr. COVERLEY: In fact, a nigger has
been known to produce three fathers. It
has also been known for a tribe of 15 or
20 aborigines to ecamp in elose proximity
to a station, for five of the tribe to submit
themselves for work, and while the station
owner or manager was busy supervising
them, for the rest of the tribe to kill as
many bullocks as possible before the owner
woke up to the fact. Thus the employ-
ment of aborigines operates to the detri-
ment of settlement in the long run. After
all we are trying to get population into
the North and not to hunt it out. It is
generally recognised that cattle killing is
more prevalent in the Kimberleys te-day
than is realised by the Aborigines Depart-
ment. I intended to get some figures but
omitted to do so. Still T know there are
many cases of cattle killing that are never
brought before the courts, because the
offenders are not captured. There is much
country in the Kimberleys, in fact it might
be called the wide wide world, and the
natives take some catehing. When it is
reported that ahorigines have been killing
eattle on certain runs, the police go out,
but they ecannot always find the natives
and thus the offenders cannot be brought
to justice. Consequently it is useless to
try to prove that cattle Lkilling is more
prevalent than it was five years ago, be-
cause many cases are not brought to
justice. We have a standing example of
the detrimental effect of cattle killing in
the Kimberleys in the experience of the
late Mr. I*. W. Hay and his partner Mr.
L. R. Overiien. No two men could have
been a greaier aequisition to the Kimberley
district than were the two gentlemen to
whom I have referred. In 1922 they toolk
ap some counfry 80 miles from Wyndham.
They started off with 1,400 head of mixed
eattle; and in three years they had 35 miles
of fencing erected, a homestead built, two
yards constructed and over 12 tons of
cotton growing on the property, in addition
to castor oil beans and practieally every
kind of tropical fruit and vegetable worth
mentioning. Mr. Hay unfortunately was
murdered by a native, and Mr. Overheu
finally abandoned the place. He stated on
oath that Lie reckoned their loss from cattle
killing at £5,000. It is for the Government
to decide whether settlers of this ealibra

They are pretty pood
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are to receive adequate protection tn
enable them to go on developing the North-
West or whether we are just to muddle on
under the present stupid system of pro-
tecting the aborigines to the detriment of
the settlers as a whole. T could cite many
more instances of small men who have
been driven out of the couniry merely as
a result of perseention by the natives, I
again suggest as I did on the Address-in-
reply three years ago that the officials of
the Aborigines Depurtment be immediately
transferred, box and dice, to Wyndham,
or some other part of the Kimberley dis-
trict. I do not say exactly where they
should be located, but they should certaiuly
be sent to the Kimberley district to get a
teal grip of the position and incidentally
to shed a little of the red tape in which
they indulge ab present. I do not infer
that the aims and ideals of the department
are not good. [ think they are gquite in
order, but the whole system of administra-
tion is wrong, and badly nceds revising.
We shall never get an alteration until
the department or the head of the depart-
ment is put in the proper place, and the
proper place for the Chief Protector of
Aborigines is somewhere on the job where
the aborigines are to be found. I mentioned
this on a previous occasion and the out-
come was that the- Government ap-
ponted a travelling inspector. I do hot
know that he lhas ever done anything
for the benefit of the aborigines or
of the white population: as a matter
of fact I have heard quite a lot of eom-
plaints against him. I do not wish to weary
the House by reciting complaints laid
against that officer; I wish to complain
about the department as a whole, It is the
right of members to know just what the
department are doing. T have pointed out
that they are not protecting the aborigines
in the matter of lhealth, and that they are
protecting the blackfellows to the detriment
of settlement. I would further suggest to
the Government that they inaugurate an
aborigines’ fund fo whieh every employer
should contribute a weekly sum for every
aburigine he employs, and that the rest of
the aborigines should be drafted to ‘the
nearest aboriginal reserve where they could
be provided for out of the funds eontrib-
uted by the employers. In addition I sug-
gest that the Govermment srrange a police
patrol for 12 months, or unti! the aborigines
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understand that they must remain on the
reserve. After that the Government should
abolish the whole of the protectors of
sthorigines with the exception of those in
charge of the reserves to which the blacks
were seut. Then it would be a matter of
employers going to the profector on the
reserve when they wanted a new permit.
The abeorigines are not granted permits
unless they are reliable.

Mr. Mann: What is your experience of
the missions? Are they good?

Mr. COVERLEY: The aims and idesls
of the missions are quite in order; the
trouble is they are overlapping in many
respects to the detriment of settlement.
The head of every mission is appointed a
protector of aborigines and the department
in Perth give the protectors assistance to
overlap and interfere with everybody’s busi-
ness. If there is a few tons of cargo to be
forwarded by lugger, one of the missions
gets the work. The missions work with
aboriginal labour and have no wages to pay
and so ean do the work wmore cheaply than
anyone else. There is a Broome man who
does that class of work for a living, but
when it is necessary to forward stores from
Broome to Lagrange Bay, he does not get
the work because the mission is able to do
it much more cheaply. In eonsequence we
have many complaints against the missions,
but merely from the unpaid labour point of
view. If the missions stuek religionsly to
their religions job, they would be all right.
Even if the proposed new system did not
do better than the present system, the re-
sults could not possibly be worse. If the
loose-end natives were eoncentrated on re-
serves, the ringleaders in cattle-killing
would be gathered together there.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Would you have a
policeman to control the natives on the re-
serves 7

My, COVERLEY: Yo. It would only
be a matter of a police patrol long
enough to get the natives to understand
that they must not go off a certain area.
Then the natives would remain there. By
the gathering in of the ringleaders in cattle-
killing the job of discovering dead bullocks
and issning the necessary punishment would
become a responsibility of the directors in
charge of reserves. In reference to the
Medical and Health Department, I wish to
thank the Minister for the small improve-
ments which have been secured in the
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Wyndbam, Derby, and Broome hospitals.
However, there are one or two matters now
under consideration to whieh I desire to
refer. The Broome hospital is waiting for
a. bacteriologist, and the Minister should
hurry the appeintment on.

The Minister for Mines:
ing a reply now.

Mr. COVERLEY: It is realised that
the alterations requested in the Broome
hospital represent & costly proposition;
but that is not to be wondered at, having
regard to the coloured population to be
catered for. I would suggest that the Min-
ister render the Aborigines Department as-
sistance towards research and stamping-out
of the leprosy that is slowly but surely
taking hold of the natives on the coast be-
tween Broome and Derby and throughout
the Kimberleys. With regard to the
Broome hospital, T understand that some
engineer or PPublic Works Department fore-
man has reported to the effect that the
accommodation, for the orderlies is quite
all right. When visiting Broome hospital
six months ago, 1 inspected the orderlies'
quarters, and I would not put a decent-sized
dog into them, even regarded as a kennel.
If orderlies are to be retained in these out-
of-the-way places, the first requirement is
decent seceommodation. The night nurses
at the Broome hospital at present have no
place in which they can sleep quietly, nor
have they any privacy: they use an empty
mental ward as sleeping quarters. Thank
goodness there are not many patients for
that ward in the Kimberleys. I am gratefnl
to the Minister for his replies of to-day re-
garding the appointment of a doctor at
Hall’'s Creek. There has been a definite
promise of financial assistance, which is ex-
ceedingly gratifying to anyone who realises
the isolation of Hall’s Creek, 240 miles away
from any medical assistance, and with only
the erudest methods of transport available.
Morcover, the very industry followed by the
population of Hall’s Creck leaves them open
to serious accident at any time. The matter
is one upon which those people look with
grave concern. At present a few married
men are working at Hall’s Creek, and with
the iniroduction of the better halves it is time
to provide a doctor for the place. If we
want to keep the population there, we must
supply them with medical attention at least.
Another suggestion I have to offer is in re-
gard to mining operations. It is rather re-

We are await-
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markable that the first gold discovery in
Western Australia took place at Hall’s
Creek in the Kimberleys. Incidentally, that
was the first Western Australian goldfield
to be deserted. It was discovered in 1886,
angd it was abandoned in 1908. Hon. mem-
bers ean well imagine the crudeness of min-
ing methods in those early days. Notwith-
standing the erude methods, statisties show
that most of the crushings from mines now
abandoned went well over an ounce to the
ton. I suggest to the Mines Department the
sending of a couple of good prospectors with
a geologist to Hall’'s Creek for research
work.

The Minister for Mines: A geologist is on
his way to the Kimberleys now.

Mr. COVERLEY: I did not lmow that,
and I am indeed pleased to hear it. I stipu-
lated Hall's Creek for a specific reason.

The Minister for Mines: The geologist
is going to the Kimberleys. I do not know
about Hall’s Creek,

Mr. COVERLEY: T stipulated Hall’s
Creek because some four years ago a pros-
pecting party were sent by the Mines De-
partment to the Kimberleys, and that pros-
pecting party put in four months touring
in the vicinity of Turkey Creek, the omly
place in the North-West that no one ever
accused of carrying gold. The result was
that the party, when they returned after
finding nothing, put in a report very de-
rogatory to the Kimberleys as a whole. We
do not want that experience repeated. In
future, when a geologist and a prospector
are sent to the Kimberleys, they should go
to the proper places, and then one day theve
might be an announcement of re-opening of
Kimberley goldfields.

The Minister for Mines: The geologist is
going to the Kimberleys principally in con-
nection with a eopper and tin show.

Hon. (. Taylor: What is the position re-
garding oil?

Mr. COVERLEY: They are still boring.
I support the remarks of the member for
Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) on the good work
performed by officers and men of the State
Shipping Service. It is indeed pleasing to
know that the State line has become so pop-
ular sinee the arrival of the new boat, the
“Koolinda.” I differ from the member for
Gascoyne in one respect, I have been an
ardent supporter of the State Shipping
Serviee as a trading concern for years, and
I am not a recent convert under the eamou-
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flage of public utility. I find it extremely
difficult to understand the reasoning of the
member for Gascoyne. Seeing that the State
ships have for years been trading along the
North-West coast and also with Java and
Singapore, and the latter in competition
with lines earrying coloured crews, I do not
know how the hon. member can take up tle
position that the State Shipping Service is
a public utility.

Mr. Thomson: But he has always held
that view,

Mr. COVERLEY: I do not know how the
State ghips can he regarded as a public
utility any more than the State brickworks
can be so regarded. T was rather disup-
pointed with the Premier's reply of to-day
regarding the extension of the State Ship-
ping Service to Wyndham. A monthly ex-
tension to Wyndham and Port Dar-
win has long been desired. At pre-
sent the State boats go to Darwin
and Wyndham every two months. Apart
from the inconvenience to the public
of Wyndham and the back country, the
State Shipping Service are losing an enor-
mous trade with Port Darwin owing to the
fact that the Hastern hoats eall there every
month, If we were to send our State boats
to Darwin every month, it would not only
bring more freight to them, but also more
trade to Fremantle. Many of the Darwin
firms would be pleased to deal with the West-
ern Australian side if they could get a
monthly service there, as on the Eastern
side. I hope the Government will see fit
to place an order for another ship on the
same lines as the “Koolinda” and extend
their service fo Darwin on a monthly basis
at the earliest possible date. As regards
the Wyndham Meat Works, it is pleasant to
know that they have again shown a profit,
even if that profit is small. For the financial
year ended on the 30th June, 1927, the bal-
ance over and above working expenses
amounts to £868; buf we have to bear in
mind that the object of the works is to en-
courage the production of cattle. The aim
is to pay the best possible price to the pro-
ducers of cattle. That has been done: the
present price, I understand, is 12s. 6d. per
100 1bs.,, which is considerably above the
figure quoted by the member for Katanning
{Mr. Thomson)} as ruling at the Queensland
meat works.

Mr. Thomson: Only 2s,
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Mr. COVERLEY: But on a $00lb. bul-
lock the differenee amounts to something
considerable.  The member for Gaseoyue
(Mr. Angelo) alluded to the proposed band-
ing over of the North-West to the Federal
Government. I wish to put the hon. mera-
ber right as to the portion of that eountry
which it is proposed to hand over to the
Commonwealth. Tt is a long distance from
the electorate represented by my friend.
The matter was discussed by me on every
platform from which I spoke during the
clection campaign. I have opposed, and
do oppose, the proposition from start
to finish. In every one of my speeches T
advised the electors that if ever the matter
came hefore them by way of plebiscite, they
should vote against it. Both my opponents
advoeated the proposal, which amounts to
separation, or in other words a separate
State. If the vesult of the clection is to be
regarded as any indication of the wishes of
tlle northern people the Treasurer would
do well to be extremely careful in his deal-
ings with the Federal Government. 1 sug-
gest to the Premier that instead of worrying
a lot about the Commonwealth proposal, he
should proceed with the appointment of the
Royal Commission agreed to by Pavliament
last session on the motion of the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Lamond). That Royal Com-
mission was to inquire into the position of
the North-West. I consider it necessary
that the Commission shall be appointed
immediately, if for no other reason than tfo
give members of this Chamber and the Gov-
ernment themselves the information neces-
sary to enable them to start negotiations
with the Commonwealth Government, If
that course were adopted, it would at least
furnish the Government with something
conerete to place before the Federal an-
thorities. 1f there is any likelihoed of nego-
tiations bheing opened up, the expenses in-
volved in the appointment of the Raowal
Commission will not be wasted, bhecause
when the financial aspeets are nnder con-
sideration, we ean inelude the cost of the
Royal Commission and make the Federal
Government pay for it. Reeently T asked
a question regarding the pastoral leases that
expire in 1928, I asked that question for
the purpose of protecting myself when the
matter is brought before the House. I have
not been able to wmake the inguiries neces-
sary at the Lands Departinert and there-
fore I intend to reserve my opinion until
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the Bill is before the House. One other
matter concerning the Kimberley distriet is
the Vermin Act Amendment Act that was
dealt with last year. I have heard a lot of
eriticism to which it is unnecessary to reply.
Most of it has emanated from members of
the Country Party. After all, the vermin
tax does not represent a tax but merely a
contribntion towards the destruction of
pests in the interests of the produeing com-
munity.

My, Lindsay: It is in the interests of the
whole State.

Mr. COVERLEY: Of course it is. The
pastoralists are prepared to pay their guota
towards the destruction of the vermin.

Mr. Sampson: Don’t yon think all the
citizens of the State should econtribute
towards that eost?

Aly, COVERLEY : \Why should they?

The Minister for Mines: Yes, why should
everyone pay?

Mr. Sampson: Beeause it is of henefit to
the State as a whole to get rid of the pest.

Mr. COVERTEY: In conclusion, I wonld
again stress the importance of the appoint-
ment of the Royal (‘emmission to inguire
into the position of {he North-West, for the
rensons 1 have already indicated,

MR. ROWE (North-Bast Fremantle)
[10.48]: At the outset of my remarks I
desire to express my plensure at the privi-
lege conferred upon me of ocecupying o
seat in this House. Particularly do I feel
privileged in that 1 am representing a eon-
stitueney formerly represented for so many
vears by the Hon. W. C. Angwin, one of
the best men who has laboured in the in-
terests of this State. T have heen
acquainted with that gentleman for elosc
upon 30 years, and I am sure that he will
Il the position he oveupies at present with
credit to himself and to the State, I
realise the diffiendt part T have to play in
following a4 man of the ecalibre of Mr.
Angwin, With the march of time, how-
ever, and hy striet attention to my duties
and the business of this Chamber, T intend
to de my best to follow as closely as I ean
in his footsteps.

My, Sampson: There can be only one

"Billy?

Mr. ROWE: I have listened attentively
to the speeches delivered by various mem-
bers and I am delighted to think that they
are all of one opinion, namely, that the
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prospects of the Btate are of the brightest.
I refer particularly to the prospects of the
agricultural industry and the wheat export
trade. I was greatly impressed by the
speech delivered by the member for Tood-
yay (Mr. Lindsay), for his statement
awakened memories of 30 years ago. I
recollect that in those days we could not
erow sufficient wheat in Western Australia
io meet the requirements of our own
population and I well remember hardling
hundreds and hundreds of bags of wheat
that had been imported from South Aus-
tralin to meet the demand here. I have
watched the progress of the State with
interest vear hy year and now the time Las
arrived when we can grow sufficient wheat
to serve our own requirements and to export
to the world’s markets as well. T have
alsu watehed closely the expansion of the
Fremantle harbour. I wish to impress
upen the Glovernment that the time has
arrived when matters relating to the har-
hour at our chief port must be taken into
consideration seriously. On several occa-
sions last scason there was the spec-
tacle of ships lying at anchor in Gage
Roads because no berths were avail-
able at the wharves, I trust thal that
difficulty will be overcome during the
fortheoming seasen. .\ecording to the re-
ports in the Press it is anticipated that
next season’s wheat yicld will represent
upwards of 38,000,000 bushels, which will
be a large increase on the quantity handled
last year, In those cireumstances the fact
is pointed to conclusively that somethiny
must be done to provide extra accommoda-
tion for ships that will come to Fremantle
to 1ift our harvest. I am ulso interested
in the apprenticeship question. When
passing along our streets and watching
boys going to and coming from the various
schools, I often ask myself what prospects
they bave of ever becoming artisans or
mechanies, and of assuming their places on
the road to independence. I trust sincerely
that something will be done to enable the
rising generntion to have the opportunity
of becoming tradesmen.

Mz, Sampson: Hear, hear!
spirit.

Mr. ROWE: I served my apprenticeship
for five years and T would have served six
vears but for the fact that the contractor

coneerned wonld not take me becanse I was
too small! Despite that, however, T have

That iz the
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now a trade at my finger tips, but for 33
years I bave had no oceasion to fall back
upon my trade. At the present moment,
however, 1 feel that I can compare myscit
to an apprentice surrounded by so many
Journeymen! I hope, by strict attention to
business, 1 shall become a journeyman in
politiecs in due course. I wish to deal
briefly with the question of the supply
of trueks for the fortheoming harvest.
On several occasions recently men em-
ployed along {he waler froni at Fre-
mantle bave lad {o cease work at 10
a.m. and sometimes at midday, merely be-
cause no trucks were available for carry-
ing on operations, Nothing is more disheart-
cning to men than to have to knock
off work, particularly when the weather is
fine, because trucks are not available. T
was pleased to hear the Minister for Rail-
ways state that a large number of trucks
will be available this year in addition to
those in uxe last vear. [ agree with the
statements made hy the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) regarding the
damaged wheat that was exported re-

cently.  Whether that was due to =
shortage of iarpauling or not. I am
not in a position to state. I know,

however, that an inadequate supply of tar-
paulins has been at the disposal of the
Railway Department but I believe the Gov-
ernment are making a big effort to over-
come that difficnlty,

The Minister for Railways: We have done
50,

Mr. ROWE: I am glad to hear that.
The hour is late and there are several
other questions that I wish to deal
with, but T can de so at greater length when
suitable occasions arise. For instance, we
will have an opportunity to disecuss a Hos-
pitals Bill during the session, and I will have
something further to say on that question.
My 15 years experience in connection with
the working of hospitals enables me to deal
with the problems involved. We are also
promised a Bill to amend the Workers'
Compensation Aect, and I will bhave some-
thing to say when that meesure is before us.
My experience, extending over 25 vears
while secretary of the Waferside Workers’
Federation at Fremantle, has afforded me
some idea of the advantages and disadvan-
tages of the existing Workers' Compensa-
tion Act. During that period I was actively
agsociated with the control of industry along
the water front, and hon. members may be
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surprised to hear that the average number
of men injured while working there is 30
per month.

The Minister for Railways:
one every day!

Myr. ROWE: That is so. 1 ean also state
that that is a low estimate. In these cir-
cumstances I can assure the House that I
shall be pleased to have the parent Act
amended. I have not much more to say at
the present juneture, but I hope in due
course to be able to speak at greater length
when dealing with matters of interest to the
workers and to the State in general. I hope
to be able to impress hon. members with a
realisation of the faet that I intend to do
my best for the electors of North-East Fre-
mantle, and for the State as a whole. I
realise that the country of which we are the
oeenpants is indeed a most valuable Stafe
and it appears to me that there are a great
meny people in Western Australia who do
not realise the value of the counfry we
own. A little while ago I was in Mel-
bourne and I was astonished at the igmor-
ance of the people regarding Western Aus-
tralia. I favour the suggestion made this
evening that a publicity officer should be
appointed and placed in control of work in
the Eastern States so that he might place
before the people there some idea of
the possibilities of Western Australia. I
will reserve further comment on matters of
interest for a future oceasion and will eon-
tent myself with supporting the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion by My. Marshall, debate ad-
Journed.

Practieally

House adjourned at 10.58 pan.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—WHEAT PRO-
DUCTION.

Branding of Bags.

Mr, GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Agriculture: Does he intend to bring be-
fore Parliament a Bill to provide that wheat
I'ags shall be branded?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON (for the Minister
for Agrienlture) veplied: The advisability
of introducing legislation this session is un-
der consideration,

Raileays und Bulle Handling,

Mr. GRTFFITHS asked the Minister tuv
Agriculture: Seeing that we are rapidly ap-
proaching the 50,000,000 bushel mark for
wheat produetion, i3 the building of railway
wagons being carried on with n view tu
their future utilisation when bulk handling
is forced upon this State?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON (for the Minister
for Agrienlture) replied: The Railway De-
partment advises that 255 all steel trucks
of 14 tons eapacity are being built at Mid-
land Junetion workshops, and that these will
be saitable for the handling of bulk wheat.

QUESTION—SWAN VALLEY, ABAN-
DONED BLOCKS.

Mr. FERGUSON asked the Minister for

Lands: 1, How many Wlocks, previously held

by soldiers in the Swan Valley, have been



